The Doctrine of God
Redeemer Presbyterian Church – Adult Sunday School
Teacher: Ben Dunson
Week 7: The Glory and Majesty of God
1. Glory
a. Definition
b. Scripture
i. Exod 15:6: “Your right hand, O LORD, glorious in power, your right hand, O LORD, shatters the enemy.” (see also Isa 6:3; 48:11; Exod 33:20)
ii. Glory in creation: Ps 19:1
iii. Glory in himself: Exod 15:11
iv. Glory in Christ: John 1:14
c. Theological and practical reflections
i. The chief end of man: 1 Chron 16:29; 1 Cor 10:31; WSC 1: “What is the chief end of man? Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy him forever.”
ii. Glory lost and regained: Rom 3:23; Rom 1:22–23; Rom 8:16–17; John 17:22; 2 Cor 3:18; Col 3:9–10
2. Majesty
a. Definition
b. Scripture
i. 1 Chron 29:11: “Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above all.” (see also Ps 104:1–2; Ps 93:1; Job 37:22–24)
c. Theological and practical reflections
i. The fear of the Lord
ii. Worship “with reverence and awe” (Heb 12:28)
iii. Revering God’s name (and the third commandment)
iv. Taking dominion: Gen 1:26; Matt 28:18–19
3. Conclusion

Quotes
· Mark Jones: Glory is “the magnificence for which he is worthy of honor” (God Is, 103)
· Thomas Watson: “the sparkling of the Deity”
· Anselm: the one than whom none greater can even be conceived of as existing
· Herman Bavinck: “the sum total of all [God’s] perfections” (Reformed Dogmatics 2.250)
· John Piper: “the manifest beauty of his holiness”
· Craig Carter: “Blessedness is God taking delight in the perfection and goodness of his own being. Beauty is the creature’s delight in the Divine being.”
· Stephen Charnock: the attempt to think about God as mere infinite power without his majestic dominion, or right to rule because of who he is, is like thinking of “a mighty senseless statue, fit to be beheld, but not fit to be obeyed.”
· Martin Luther: “The quest for glory can never be satisfied, it must be extinguished.”
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Augustine: “Because the face of God is so lovely, my brothers and sisters, so beautiful, once you have seen it, nothing else can give you pleasure. It will give insatiable satisfaction of which we will never tire. We shall always be hungry and always have our fill.” (Sermons [vol. III/5, p. 243])
· John Owen: “Only a sight of His glory, and nothing else, will truly satisfy God’s people. The hearts of believers are like a magnetized needle which cannot rest until it is pointing north. So also, a believer, magnetized by the love of Christ, will always be restless until he comes to Christ and beholds His glory.” (The Glory of Christ [Puritan Paperbacks], p. 2)



