The Doctrine of God
Redeemer Presbyterian Church – Adult Sunday School
Teacher: Ben Dunson
Week 9: The Truthfulness, Faithfulness, Righteousness and Wrath of God
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]God’s Truthfulness
a. John 3:33: “Whoever receives his testimony sets his seal to this, that God is true.”
b. See also 2 Tim 2:13; Gen 22:16–17; Heb 6:13; Lam 3:22–23; Deut 7:9–10; Num 23:19
2. God’s Faithfulness
a. Rom 3:3–4: “Let God be true though every one were a liar . . .” (see also Titus 1:2; Heb 6:18; John 14:6)
b. Foundation of our salvation: 2 Cor 1:18–20
c. Contrary to the relativists: John 18:38; Col 1:15–17; William Butler Yeats, “The Second Coming” (1920); Augustine, Soliloquies, 1.1
3. Human truthfulness and faithfulness (communicable attributes)
a. Fruit of the Spirit: Gal 5:22
b. Keep your word, even to “your own hurt”: WCF 22:4; Matt 5:37; James 5:12; 2 Cor 1:18; Col 3:9
4. God’s righteousness
a. Ps 7:11: “God is a righteous judge, and a God who feels indignation every day.”
b. See also Ps 96:13
5. Human righteousness (a communicable attribute)
a. Right and wrong, defined by God’s law: Exod 9:27; Rom 7:12
b. Righteousness by faith: Rom 3:21–26
6. God’s Wrath:
a. Biblical texts: Ps 76:7; Rom 1:18; Col 3:5-6
b. A necessary truth
7. Conclusion
a. Augustine, City of God, 11.23
b. Cyprian of Carthage, On Mortality, ch. 4
c. Ps 9:10: “And those who know your name put their trust in you, for you, O LORD, have not forsaken those who seek you.”

William Butler Yeats, “The Second Coming” (1920):
Turning and turning in the widening gyre
The falcon cannot hear the falconer;
Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold;
Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world,
The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere
The ceremony of innocence is drowned;
The best lack all conviction, while the worst
Are full of passionate intensity.

Surely some revelation is at hand;
Surely the Second Coming is at hand.
The Second Coming! Hardly are those words out
When a vast image out of Spiritus Mundi
Troubles my sight: somewhere in sands of the desert
A shape with lion body and the head of a man,
A gaze blank and pitiless as the sun,
Is moving its slow thighs, while all about it
Reel shadows of the indignant desert birds.
The darkness drops again; but now I know
That twenty centuries of stony sleep
Were vexed to nightmare by a rocking cradle,
And what rough beast, its hour come round at last,
Slouches towards Bethlehem to be born?

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Second_Coming_(poem)
Cyprian of Carthage (On Mortality, ch. 4):
“God is truthful, and his Word to believers is eternal and firm. If a venerable and praiseworthy man promised something to you, you would certainly have faith in him who promised, nor would you believe that you were being deceived and duped by him whom you know well to stand firm in his words and deeds. But now God speaks to you, and you, faithless, are restless in your mind?”





