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The shortest chapter in the book (Just over 10 pages), Machen’s chapter is not only easy to read
and understand, it is so clear and concise that one commentator calls it “breathtaking.” His
argument is simple, The Christian faith is introduced to us through the Bible. The Message and
the words that inform us are true and without error because God inspired them.

LIVESTREAMING:WEBSITE

All that you need in this study can be found at www.redeemermckinney.com. Thanks again to
our team bringing you this study — LIVE ON OUR STREAMING YOUTUBE SITE. What a
blessing this has been to our church.

QUESTIONS FOR THE CONTENT THIS WEEK:

1. The Bible, Machen wrote, is not the only source of knowledge about God.He said, though, that
it is unique. Why? If a friend said that he or she knew about God from looking at the stars or
Yosemite Valley, what knowledge of God would your friend be lacking?

2. Do you believe that the Bible is without error? Why or why not?

3. Why did Machen call the Bible “the very Magna Charta of Christian liberty”? What kind of
liberty does it give people?

Here we go...

Marzle

Pastor Mark



WEEK TEN OUTLINE: “THE BIBLE”

CHAPTER SYNOPSIS
RGO “The Bible is not the only place where God reveals Himself. It is the
R only place, though, where He reveals the message of salvation. The

—  Bible tells us what Jesus did and why He did it; it is the foundation of
Christianity and its doctrines. Since it is inspired by the Holy Spirit, it
contains no errors. It is trustworthy. Liberals often called the Bible into
question. They doubted its historical accuracy and denied its inspiration.
They appealed instead to their experience or “Christian consciousness.”
This means, Machen wrote, that the foundation of liberalism was human
emotions.

A Simple Three-Part Outline:

Chapter Four
THE BIBLE

“A Brilliant Simple & Clear three point Outline and Proposition”

1. FACT: The Christian Message Has Come to
Us Through The Bible

2. The Modern Liberal Claims to Substitute for the
“Authority of The Bible,” “The Authority of Jesus”

3. Liberalism is Different From Christianity
Because They Have Different Foundations

Notes



Part I — The Study of Biblical Inerrancy

i It is mindboggling to think that what
TIMELINE OF BIBLICAL HIGHER CRITICISM we know about modern Biblical
THE QUESTION OF INERRANCY Higher Criticism really did not start
Era until 1860.

cei iy W Although the Word of God has
always had critics, the critics, for the

e SIS
TESTAMENT o)

“While attacks by critics of the Bible as having errors in it .
COMPLETED 2o back to at least the third century... prior to the year 1860 mo St part WETre non-bellevers .
TEs'?kgENT TESTAMENT AD, the idea that the books of the Bible were inspired,
CANON CANON infallible, and inerrant (without error) was the prevalent
RECOGNIZED RECOGNIZED view among Christians.”

www.defendinginerrancy.com

Darwin’s, On the Origin of Species, sparked the debate that has never ended.

. . : %'":_: Chapter Four
Special Revelation, or, how we Y THE BIBLE
i Point One:
understand God ? S plan Of | The ('hrisli;;r ;'llu,\;w;{;'(' .’Z;(;Y[(,'()rrlt' to Us
| wrough e bible
Redemption comes from the word | The Bible Alone has given the world revelation
. i Motive  that is absolutely “New.” Revealed When How
Of GOd “alone.” WlthOU.t the | “The way was opened, according to the Bible, by an
. . . I act of God, when, almost nineteen hundred years ago,
dOCtI'll’le Of the IIISplI'atIOI’l | Where outside the walls of Jerusalem, the eternal Son was  Who
. | hat offered ifice for the sins of men. To that v
(Plenary and Verbal) Bible. We B e et wile O Wizt ok o
. . . . ] and in that one event the whole of the New Testament
finds its center and core. Salvation then, according t
are 1eft Wlth our own lmaglnatlons the Bible, is not something that was discovered, bito
and unique interpretations. semnething that happoncrl”

“Hence appears the uniqueness of the Bible”

Notes:



Part II - Why What We Believe About the Bible Is Critical

What we believe about the Bible is critical. There are really only three options...

The Positions of Biblical Inspiration
The Question of Inerrancy

The Bible Is Inspired and “Is” The Word of God (Orthodoxy) Princeton, Warfield, Machen

GENESIS REVELATION
IT WAS PLENARY (ALL) AND VERBALLY (WORDS) INSPIRED. BECAUSE IT IS “THE WORD OF GOD” IT IS “INERRANT” AND “INFALLIBLE)

The Bible Is Inspired and “Contains” The Word of God (Modernism) Union, Briggs, Fosdick

GENESIS © ¢ HEEEEE © 0 O Wiswiwl © © 0 o ® © NN ¢ iswsv# REVELATION
IT WAS INSPIRED BUT NOT PLENARY NOR VERBALLY. IT CONTAINS “THE WORD OF GOD” BUT IS NOT “INERRANT” NOR “INFALLIBLE)

The Bible is the word of man and “Becoes” The Word of God (Neo-Orthodoxy)

GENESIS REVELATION
IT WAS NOT INSPIRED BUT GOD USES IT AS THE “WORD OF GOD” WHEN HE USES IT WHEN WE” ENCOUNTER” HIM IN IT

Hopefully, you’ve seen Inerrancy in a new and simplified way.

Praise God for the Eemone T i S B
trustworthiness of His i ' WEIS LS

; e 5 : Point Three:
WOI‘d. 1k Liberalism is Different From Christianity Because They

Have Different Foundations

“The Christian man, on the other hand, finds in the

COHfCSS lf you have denled Bible the very Word of God. Let it not be said that

: ] . . dependence upon a book is a dead or an artificial thing.
or 1gn0red parts Of the Blble Fi - The Reformation of the sixteenth century was founded
that you dO not hke and find ; : : upon the authority of the Bible, yet it set the world

. b \ R aflame. Dependence upon a word of man would be
too threatenin g. 3 A slavish, but dependence upon God's word is life. Dark

and gloomy would be the world, if we were left to our
own devices and had no blessed Word of God. The

. i g Bible, to the Christian is not a burdensome law, but the
Thank God for faithful ' e . very Magna Charta of Christian liberty.”
Church that preaches and
teaches God’s Word.

Notes:



