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We are finally to Machen’s text of Christianity & Liberalism today! We were initially scheduled
to go through chapters 1 and 2 this morning, but we will only make it through Machen’s opening
chapter today.

LIVESTREAMING:WEBSITE

Despite a “Mac” glitch last week, we continue to /ivestream the series. The links, notes and other
Machen and Christianity & Liberalism items remain available on the “Sunday School” section of
the website at www.redeemermckinney.com. Thanks again to our great team!

THE CLASS GOES THROUGH THE END OF FEBRUARY

Thank you for all of the comments and encouraging words. We have five (5) weeks remaining
after today, as the class goes through the end of February.

I hope you are as amazed as I am at how relevant Machen’s 100-year-old text is. Although I do
not think Machen would be. We will see a couple of glimpses into the future (predictions) from
Machen in his opening chapter that are spot on. Welcome to the text!

Moz

Pastor Mark


http://www.redeemermckinney.com/

WEEK SEVEN OUTLINE: “INTRODUCTION”

One of the best general outlines for Christianity & Liberalism can be

CHRISTIANITY found for download from the Ligonier Ministries website at a cost of

and LIBERALISM . . .. .

R $1.00. It can be found at www.store.ligonier.org/christianity-and-
liberalism-digital-study-guide. (I’ll post a link on the website too)

Although I am not following the outline exactly, it is a useful tool and
highly recommended as you go through the 100-year-old text. Although
easy to understand, Machen does have a very good vocabulary and uses
a few words that are obsolete.

Part I — Background / Timeline

It may not “feel like it,” but we are still .
February of 1923 when Christianity & p——

Liberalism is published. Although not
mentioned by name in the book, Machen o
alludes to Harry Emerson Fosdick’s neoues  FoNDAMETALs  FEERICK it EEE weowos

FIVE POINT PUBLISHED .
DELIVERANCE CLARENCE et OF FIVE POINT
(JuLy) )

sermon, “Shall the Fundamentalists Win”
and wrote the book as an answer.
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SERMONS et ORDINATION

After Machen’s Mother Minnie published her book
The Bible in Browning, through the popular
SEESEESEE publisher MacMillan Company. MacMillan
became the “family” publisher.

Only 7 chapters Christianity & Liberalism is
relatively short book — Machen wastes no words
driving he points “sharply and clearly.”

Notes:


http://www.store.ligonier.org/christianity-and-liberalism-digital-study-guide
http://www.store.ligonier.org/christianity-and-liberalism-digital-study-guide

Part II — “The Text”

“Fighting” and “Fighter” are words associated with J. Gresham Machen. Think about what we
have learned so far about Machen and the Jude 3. How does this relate to what Machen says is
his “purpose for the book” in the opening sentence of chapter 1?

Chapter One
3 Chritionity and Liberaliom INTRODUCTION

about which men are agreed are apt to be the things that
are least worth holding; the really important things are
the things about which men will fight.

In the sphere of religion, in particular, the present time
is & time of conflict; the great redemptive religion which
has always been known as Christianity is battling against “wpe ’9
a totally diverse type of religious belief, which is only F]ght
the more destructive of the Christian faith because it
makes use of traditional Christian terminology. This
modern non-redemptive religion is called “modernism” or Jude 3
“liberalism.” Both names are unsatisfactory; the latter, Jude 3

in particular, is question-begging. The movement desig- ; <
nated as “liberalism” is regarded as “liberal” only by its Beloved, while I was very
friends; to its opponeats it seems to involve & narrow ilige: ite

ignoring of many relevant facts. And indeed the diligent to write to you
meat is 0 various in its manifestations that one may concerni c
e e B concerning our common
apply to all its forms. But manifold as are the forms in salvation, I found it
which the movement appears, the root of the movement is X

one; the many varieties of modern liberal religion are necessary to write to you

rooted in naturalism—that is, in the denial of any
entrance of the creative power of God (as distinguished

exhorting you to contend
from the ordinary course of nature) in connection with

the origin of Christianity. The word “naturalisn” is earnestly for the faith
e meanig. Tt o ol e 1 desere which was once for all
with fair accuracy the real root of what is called, by what livere .

may turn out o be a degradation of an originally noble delivered to the saints.

word, “liberal” religion.

The rite of this modern naturalistic liberalism has not
come by chance, but has been occasioned by important
changes which have recently taken place in the conditions
of life. The past one hundred years have witnessed the
beginning of & new era in human history, which may con-

Machen describes the fundamental doctrines of the faith that the liberals deny as the “outer
walls.” Do you agree with Machen that conceding the outer walls to the enemy is a “fools
errand?”

Chapter One
INTRODUCTION

Machen’s Definition: THE QUESTION?

“W s the relation between Christi and modern culture; may
Christianity be maintained in a scientific age? It is this problem which
modern liberalism attempts to solve.”

An Intellectual Battle of the “Outer Walls”
“In the inte] attle of the present day there can be no “peace
without victory”; one side or the other must win.”

Just like today: men, churches, Christians, and Denominations are

searching for ‘thir - A way to satisfy everyone. In many
way: in our nation/world like
understandable. On many issues there just is no

What does Machen r when he says we must
defend the “Outer Walls™?

Notes:



Part III — Machen’s “Honest Look at the “New World” and “Hope”

An Honest Look at the “New World”

Scientific Advancement

Advancements are “grossly exaggregated”

Advancements are in physical and material life - but at what expense?
The losses represent a “lamentable decline”

The Losses
1. Art & Literature
Where are the “great poets, musicians, sculptors?” Modern art and literature
to Machen were either imitative or simply ‘bizarre’
2. The Loss of Individual Liberty, and the Rise of Socialism
“The great principles of liberty are being thrown relentlessly to the winds”

What is Machen’s “Hope” — The “Closing Paragraph”

Chapter One Chapter One
INTRODUCTION INTRODUCTION

Closing Paragraph...

Is There No Hope? “Such a secret the writer of this little book would discover in
the Christian religion. But the Christian religion which is
“In the midst of all the material achievements of modern meant is certainly not the religion of the modern liberal
lm, one m1) v\e]] '151\ the quusllon Wi hethr in gnmng the ! Church, but a message of divine grace, almost forgotten now,
7 e ft as it was in the middle ages, but destined to burst forth once
more in God's good time, in a new Reformation, and bring
freedom to mankind. What that message is can be

mankind something of the glories of ast? ade c! s the case with all definition, only by way of
i ay of contrast. In setting forth the current

ow almost dominant in the Church, over mams(
ARE YOU READY FOR 2024? i we are animated, therefore, by no
lemic purpose; on the contrary, by showi ing what
[Insert Funny Meme Here] ot we hope to be able to show what
Christianity is, in order that men may be led to turn from the
weak and beggarly elements and have recourse again to the
grace of God.

Notes:



