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Sermon Text    
"Open Your Eyes"
Luke 24:13–32

13 That very day two of them were going to a 
village named Emmaus, about seven miles 
from Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking 
with each other about all these things that 
had happened. 15 While they were talking 
and discussing together, Jesus himself 
drew near and went with them. 16 But their 
eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And 
he said to them, “What is this conversation 
that you are holding with each other as 
you walk?” And they stood still, looking 
sad. 18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, 
answered him, “Are you the only visitor to 
Jerusalem who does not know the things 
that have happened there in these days?” 
19 And he said to them, “What things?” 
And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of 
Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty 
in deed and word before God and all the 
people, 20 and how our chief priests and 
rulers delivered him up to be condemned 
to death, and crucified him. 21 But we had 
hoped that he was the one to redeem 
Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now 
the third day since these things happened. 
22 Moreover, some women of our company 
amazed us. They were at the tomb early in 
the morning, 23 and when they did not find 
his body, they came back saying that they 
had even seen a vision of angels, who said 
that he was alive. 24 Some of those who 
were with us went to the tomb and found 
it just as the women had said, but him they 
did not see.” 25 And he said to them, “O 
foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it 
not necessary that the Christ should suffer 
these things and enter into his glory?” 
27 And beginning with Moses and all the 
Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning himself.

28 So they drew near to the village to 
which they were going. He acted as if he 
were going farther, 29 but they urged him 
strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is 
toward evening and the day is now far 
spent.” So he went in to stay with them. 
30 When he was at table with them, he 
took the bread and blessed and broke it 
and gave it to them. 31 And their eyes were 
opened, and they recognized him. And 
he vanished from their sight. 32 They said 
to each other, “Did not our hearts burn 
within us while he talked to us on the road, 
while he opened to us the Scriptures?”
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Meditation

Christianity does not hold the Resurrection to 
be one among many tenets of belief. Without 
faith in the Resurrection there would be no 
Christianity at all. The Christian church would 
never have begun; the Jesus-movement would 
have fizzled out like a damp squib with His 
execution. Christianity stands or falls with the 
truth of the Resurrection. Once disprove it, and 
you have disposed of Christianity.

 – Michael Greene

If the Resurrection is not historic fact, then 
the power of death remains unbroken, and 
with it the effect of sin; and the significance 
of Christ’s Death remains uncertified, and 
accordingly believers are yet in their sins, 
precisely where they were before they heard 
of Jesus’ name.

 – William Sparrow Simpson

Opening Song

Call to Worship

Hallejuah! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed!

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive 
power and wealth and wisdom and might 
and honor and glory and blessing!

To him who sits on the throne and to the 
Lamb be blessing and honor and glory 
and might forever and ever! Amen!

Based on Revelation 5

Prayer of Adoration

Worship in Song  

Catechism

Q23: How is Christ our redeemer?

As our redeemer, Christ is a prophet, priest, 
and king in both His humiliation and His 
exaltation.

Praying the Scripture 
12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from 
the dead, how can some of you say that 
there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if 
there is no resurrection of the dead, then not 
even Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ 
has not been raised, then our preaching is in 
vain and your faith is in vain. 15 We are even 
found to be misrepresenting God, because 
we testified about God that he raised Christ, 
whom he did not raise if it is true that the 
dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are 
not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 
17 And if Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 
18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in 
Christ have perished. 19 If in Christ we have 
hope in this life only, we are of all people 
most to be pitied. 20 But in fact Christ has 
been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep. 21 For as by a 
man came death, by a man has come also the 
resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all 
die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.

1 Corinthians 15:12–22

Confession	                                 
Heavenly Father, my heart has been chasing 
after idols, and my life has reflected my 
unfaithfulness.  I have sought fulfillment in 
my own achievements, security in earthly 
possessions, and peace in fleshly escapes.  
My neighbor has not received sacrificial 
love or true compassion from me.  And your 
gospel has scarcely been on my lips.  Lord, 
have mercy and blot out my sins, so that 
times of refreshing may come from your 
presence.  Fill me with your Spirit and with 
boldness for you!

Grace	                                 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, 

he has caused us to be born again to a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that 
is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, 
kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's 
power are being guarded through faith for 
a salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time.

1 Peter 1:3–5 

Song of Grace 

Announcements

There is no Discipleship Cove today.  Nursery 
is available on the first floor on the other 
side of the building.   

Offering plates are available in the front 
lobby. We invite you to place your tithes and 
offerings as you exit the service.
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Communion

The Lord's Prayer

Closing Song

Benediction

Prayers of Meditation

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth

Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and 
the life.  Grant that I might be undaunted by the 
cost of following you as I consider the reasons 
for doing so. If what you claim is true, please 
guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality 
of who you are. Give me an understanding of 
you that is coherent and convincing, and that 
leads to the life that you promise.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin

Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the 
fulfillment of all my need, and may turn from 
every false satisfaction to feed on you, the 
true and living bread.  Enable me to lay aside 
the sin that clings so closely, and run with 
perseverance the race set before me, looking to 
you, the pioneer and perfecter of my faith.

Staff & Leadership
Pastor: Carlos Rodriguez
carlos@redeemervb.com | 757-761-4024

Elders:
Ken Dodl
ken@redeemervb.com | 757-439-0001

Craig Rohde
craigrohde@cox.net | 757-375-5046

Women's Ministry Leader & Liaison: 
Veronica St. Claire
veronica@redeemervb.com | 540-226-6882 

Office Administrator: Charlynne Bowsher
office@redeemervb.com | 847-387-2381

Worship: Iivo Sitterding
iivomac@gmail.com | 757-404-3071

Youth Director: Carolyn Weems
carolyn@redeemervb.com | 757-343-5272

Mercy & Justice: Leigh Ellen Rodriguez
lerbeach@gmail.com | 757-718-6415

Bookkeeper: Elizabeth Moen
bookkeeper@redeemervb.com | 757-348-7193

Unless otherwise noted, all verses are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®). 
Copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  All rights reserved. 

The Westminster Shorter Catechism in Modern English


