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Sermon Text    
"Desire a Better Country"
Hebrews 11:13–16

13 These all died in faith, not having received 
the things promised, but having seen them 
and greeted them from afar, and having 
acknowledged that they were strangers 
and exiles on the earth. 14 For people who 
speak thus make it clear that they are 
seeking a homeland. 15 If they had been 
thinking of that land from which they had 
gone out, they would have had opportunity 
to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better 
country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore 
God is not ashamed to be called their God, 
for he has prepared for them a city.
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Opening Song

Call to Worship

Oh sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the earth!

Sign to the Lord, bless his name;
tell of his salvation from day to day.

Declare his glory among the nations,
 his marvelous works among all the 
peoples!

For great is the Lord, and greatly to be 
praised; 

he is to be feared above all gods.

Psalm 96:1–4

Prayer of Adoration

Worship in Song  

Catechism

Q36: What benefits in this life go with or 
come from justification, adoptions, and 
sanctification?

The benefits that in this life go with or 
come from justification, adoption, and 
sanctification are: the assurance of God’s 
love, peace of conscience, joy in the Holy 
Spirit, and growing and persevering in grace 
to the end of our lives.

Praying the Scripture 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, 
he has caused us to be born again to a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept 
in heaven for you, 5 who by God's power are 
being guarded through faith for a salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this 
you rejoice, though now for a little while, if 
necessary, you have been grieved by various 

trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of 
your faith—more precious than gold that 
perishes though it is tested by fire—may be 
found to result in praise and glory and honor 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Though 
you have not seen him, you love him. Though 
you do not now see him, you believe in him 
and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and 
filled with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of 
your faith, the salvation of your souls.

1 Peter 1:3–9

Confession	                                 
Heavenly Father, my life has not reflected the 
holiness to which you have called me.  I have 
sought personal satisfaction and comfort 
in the idols of my heart: the opinions of 
others, financial security, my own strength, 
fleshly escapes, idle dreaming.  I have been 
half-hearted in my pursuit of you, and in my 
relationships.  Forgive me, Lord, and fill me 
with a desire to know you and a passion for 
your calling to love as you have loved me.

Grace	                                 

What then shall we say to these things? If 
God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He 
who did not spare his own Son but gave him 
up for us all, how will he not also with him 
graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall 
bring any charge against God's elect? It is 
God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? 
Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than 
that, who was raised—who is at the right 
hand of God, who indeed is interceding for 
us.

Romans 8:31–34

Song of Grace

Announcements

There is no Discipleship Cove today. Nursery 
is available on the first floor on the other 
side of the building. Offering plates are 
available in the front lobby. We invite you 
to place your tithes and offerings as you exit 
the service. 
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Communion

As we come to the Lord’s Table today, we 
invite you to come forward, receive the bread 
and cup, and return to your seat so that we 
may partake together. This simple pattern 
reflects the heart of Scripture: we “wait for 
one another” as Paul instructs (1 Cor. 11:33), 
and we share in “one bread” as one body 
(1 Cor. 10:17). By receiving the elements 
and holding them until all are served, we 
remember that grace is something given 
to us, not taken, and that we belong to 
Christ—and to one another. May this shared 
act strengthen our unity in Him. 

The Lord's Prayer

Closing Song

Benediction

Prayers of Meditation

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth

Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and 
the life.  Grant that I might be undaunted by the 
cost of following you as I consider the reasons 
for doing so. If what you claim is true, please 
guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality 
of who you are. Give me an understanding of 
you that is coherent and convincing, and that 
leads to the life that you promise.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin

Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the 
fulfillment of all my need, and may turn from 
every false satisfaction to feed on you, the 
true and living bread.  Enable me to lay aside 
the sin that clings so closely, and run with 
perseverance the race set before me, looking to 

you, the pioneer and perfecter of my faith.
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