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Sermon Text    
"David's Desperados"
2 Samuel 23:8–23

8 These are the names of the mighty men 
whom David had: Josheb-basshebeth a 
Tahchemonite; he was chief of the three. 
He wielded his spear against eight hundred 
whom he killed at one time.

9 And next to him among the three mighty 
men was Eleazar the son of Dodo, son 
of Ahohi. He was with David when they 
defied the Philistines who were gathered 
there for battle, and the men of Israel 
withdrew. 10 He rose and struck down the 
Philistines until his hand was weary, and 
his hand clung to the sword. And the Lord 
brought about a great victory that day, and 
the men returned after him only to strip 
the slain.

11 And next to him was Shammah, the 
son of Agee the Hararite. The Philistines 
gathered together at Lehi, where there was 
a plot of ground full of lentils, and the men 
fled from the Philistines. 12 But he took his 
stand in the midst of the plot and defended 
it and struck down the Philistines, and the 
Lord worked a great victory.

13 And three of the thirty chief men went 
down and came about harvest time to 
David at the cave of Adullam, when a 
band of Philistines was encamped in the 
Valley of Rephaim. 14 David was then in 
the stronghold, and the garrison of the 
Philistines was then at Bethlehem. 15 And 
David said longingly, “Oh, that someone 
would give me water to drink from the well 
of Bethlehem that is by the gate!” 16 Then 
the three mighty men broke through the 
camp of the Philistines and drew water out 
of the well of Bethlehem that was by the 

gate and carried and brought it to David. 
But he would not drink of it. He poured it 
out to the Lord 17 and said, “Far be it from 
me, O Lord, that I should do this. Shall I 
drink the blood of the men who went at 
the risk of their lives?” Therefore he would 
not drink it. These things the three mighty 
men did.

18 Now Abishai, the brother of Joab, the 
son of Zeruiah, was chief of the thirty.
And he wielded his spear against three 
hundred men and killed them and won a 
name beside the three. 19 He was the most 
renowned of the thirty and became their 
commander, but he did not attain to the 
three.

20 And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was 
a valiant man of Kabzeel, a doer of great 
deeds. He struck down two ariels of Moab. 
He also went down and struck down a lion 
in a pit on a day when snow had fallen. 
21 And he struck down an Egyptian, a 
handsome man. The Egyptian had a spear 
in his hand, but Benaiah went down to 
him with a staff and snatched the spear 
out of the Egyptian's hand and killed him 
with his own spear. 22 These things did 
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and won a 
name beside the three mighty men. 23 He 
was renowned among the thirty, but he 
did not attain to the three. And David set 
him over his bodyguard.
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Reflection

"Do not imagine that if you meet a really 
humble man he will be what most people call 
'humble' nowadays: he will not be a sort of 
greasy, smarmy person, who is always telling 
you that, of course, he is nobody. Probably all 
you will think about him is that he seemed 
a cheerful, intelligent chap who took a real 
interest in what you said to him. If you do 
dislike him it will be because you feel a little 
envious of anyone who seems to enjoy life so 
easily. He will not be thinking about humility: 
he will not be thinking about himself at all"

— C. S. Lewis

Opening Song

Call to Worship

I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart;
before the gods I sing your praise;

I bow down toward your holy temple
and give thanks to your name for your 
steadfast love and your faithfulness,

for you have exalted above all things your 
name and your word.

On the day I called, you answered me;
    my strength of soul you increased.

Psalm 138:1–3

Prayer of Adoration

Worship in Song  

Catechism

Q40: What rules did God first reveal for man 
to obey?

God requires man to obey His revealed will.

Praying the Scripture 
19 And this is the testimony of John, when 
the Jews sent priests and Levites from 

Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He 
confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, 
“I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked 
him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, 
“I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And 
he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, 
“Who are you? We need to give an answer to 
those who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight 
the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah 
said.” 24 (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why 
are you baptizing, if you are neither the 
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John 
answered them, “I baptize with water, but 
among you stands one you do not know, 27 
even he who comes after me, the strap of 
whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 
These things took place in Bethany across 
the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 29 The 
next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, 
and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world!

John 1:19–29

Confession	                                 

Heavenly Father, in Christ you have 
redeemed my life and shown me the hope 
of glory.  But I have not acted like it.  I have 
failed to see the struggles and temptations 
and successes and failures and brokenness 
of my life in terms of your love, in light of 
heaven.  So I focus on myself instead of 
stepping out in faith for the sake of others.  
I feel trapped and anxious because of my 
responsibilities and weaknesses.  And I try 
to satisfy my own longings in useless and 
sinful ways instead of trusting you with my 
life.  Forgive me, Lord!  Help me to cling to 
your promises and rest in your redeeming 
love.

Grace	                                 
19 Therefore, brothers, since we have 
confidence to enter the holy places by the 
blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living 
way that he opened for us through the 
curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21 and 
since we have a great priest over the house 
of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart 
in full assurance of faith, with our hearts 
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience 
and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for he who promised is 
faithful.

Hebrews 19:23

Song of Grace

Announcements

Discipleship Cove is dismissed (Little Cove: 
pre-K–2nd grade; Big Cove: 3rd–5th grade).
Nursery is available on the first floor on the 
other side of the building. Offering plates 
are available in the front lobby. We invite 
you to place your tithes and offerings as you 
exit the service. 
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Communion

The Lord's Prayer

Closing Song

Benediction

Prayers of Meditation

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth

Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and 
the life.  Grant that I might be undaunted by the 
cost of following you as I consider the reasons 
for doing so. If what you claim is true, please 
guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality 
of who you are. Give me an understanding of 
you that is coherent and convincing, and that 
leads to the life that you promise.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin

Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the 
fulfillment of all my need, and may turn from 
every false satisfaction to feed on you, the 
true and living bread.  Enable me to lay aside 
the sin that clings so closely, and run with 
perseverance the race set before me, looking to 

you, the pioneer and perfecter of my faith.
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