
Season of the Cross: Purple  for Lent
The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday and runs 40 days through 
Holy Week. It is a reminder of Jesus' own 40 days in the wilderness, where 
He fasted and was tempted. Lent is a time of repentance and fasting, of 
preparation and penitence, as we look ahead with anticipation to His death 
and resurrection.

To all who are weary and desire rest, to all who mourn and 
long for comfort, to all who sin and need a Savior, Redeemer 
opens wide her doors with a welcome from King Jesus the 

mighty Friend of sinners, the Ally of his enemies, the 
Defender of the indefensible.
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March 3, 2024 — Third Sunday of Lent



Call to Worship: Psalm 113
We read God’s Word, the Bible, together. It reminds us of who God is and what He expects   
from us.

Leader: Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD, praise the name of 
the LORD! 

People: Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and 
forevermore! From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the 
LORD is to be praised!

Leader: The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens! 
Who is like the LORD our God, who is seated on high, who looks far down on 
the heavens and the earth? He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the 
needy from the ash heap, to make them sit with princes, with the princes of 
his people. He gives the barren woman a home, making her the joyous mother 
of children.

People: Praise the LORD!

Song of Ascent
The people of God always sang as they ascended the hill in Jerusalem up to the temple to worship 
(Psalm 120-134). We, as well, prepare our hearts, minds, bodies, for worship by singing about the 
God we serve.

From the Depths of Woe (Psalm 130)

Reading of the Law: Colossians 3:12-16
While the law cannot justify us or make us righteous; it is a teacher given to lead us to Christ, the 
fulfiller of the law.

12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one 
another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as 
the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put 
on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the 
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching 
and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

Prayer of Adoration & Confession
We pray together, praising God for who He really is (Adoration) and admitting our inability to live 
up to what He expects of us (Confession).

Confession of Sin: The Book of Common Prayer
In a culture that avoids talk of sin and culpability, regular prayers of confession foster honesty and 
openness in our relationship with God. We confess sin in the context of the covenant Lord’s love 
shown to us through Jesus Christ. We offer our confession as part of a covenantal relationship.

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from your 
ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires 
of our own hearts…



…We have offended against your holy laws. We have left undone those 
things which we ought to have done, and we have done those things 
which we ought not to have done; and apart from your grace, there is no 
health in us. O Lord, have mercy upon us.Spare all those who confess 
their faults. Restore all those who are penitent, according to your 
promises declared to all people in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O 
most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may now live a godly, 
righteous, and sober life, to the glory of your holy Name. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon: Galatians 3:26-29
We read God’s Word together and are reminded that grace and mercy are freely given to all who 
have faith in Jesus Christ.

26 For in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27 For as many of 
you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s 
offspring, heirs according to promise.

Greeting
In Jesus, we have not only been reconciled to God, we have also been reconciled to one another. 
Therefore, we greet one another as brothers and sisters. 

Song of Praise and Celebration
Our response to God’s free grace is celebratory worship. We express our praise to God for who 
He is and what He has done to save us

Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder
Cornerstone

Worship Through Giving: Give Online at redeemerwh.org/give
We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace for us in Jesus by giving generously to 
the work of this church and the kingdom of God.

Kids’ Worship Dismissal
Children through kindergarten are dismissed for kids' worship.

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession
We again express in prayer our gratitude to God for what he has done and ask him to continue to 
act for our good and the good of others in our community and the world.

Proclamation of God’s Word
A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

Ephesians 4:7-16

https://redeemerwh.org/give


Confession of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 
As an expression of our faith in Jesus Christ in solidarity with his people, we declare the 
substance of what we believe.

We believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. We 
believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontus 
Pilate, was crucified dead and buried; He descended into hell. The third 
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic (universal) church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Sacrament of Communion
The ritual meal of Communion is a sign and seal of the grace we have in Jesus. That is, it 
symbolizes the work Christ did for our salvation (sign) and communicates the grace and mercy 
we have been given (seal) as a result of His death and resurrection.

The Church’s One Foundation

Song of Response & Sending
We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace by singing again of His goodness and 
greatness.

Give Me Faith

Benediction
Because the hand of God’s wrath was raised against Jesus, we now receive the hand of God’s 
blessing as we are sent out to live our lives to the glory of God.

May the LORD bless you and keep you; 
May the LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

May the LORD turn His face toward you and give you His peace, 
Both now and forevermore. Amen.



Proclamation of God’s Word (cont.)
A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s 
gift. 8 Therefore it says, “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, 
and he gave gifts to men.” 

9 (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also 
descended into the lower regions, the earth? 10 He who descended is the one 
who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) 11 
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the 
body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, 
tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, 
by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the 
truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 
Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint 
with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body 
grow so that it builds itself up in love.

Pg. 977 (Ephesians 4:7-16 ESV)

Discussion Questions
1. Prayerfully reflect on your heart, circumstances, relationships, etc. How did 
you "come" into worship today? 
2. Where did the gospel "dwell in you richly" in the service today? In the prayers? 
In the singing? In the sermon?
3. Specifically, how were you led to turn from sin and trust in Jesus? 
4. What is the one thing from the sermon this morning that you would most want 
to pass on to someone else? 

Resources



Sermon Series: Gospel Movement
Sermon Title: The Mature Body
Date: March 3, 2024

Hook: How would you describe a “mature" church?

I.  MATURITY — THE METHOD
“In the church there isn’t a group of people who do ministry, and a separate group of 
people who receive ministry.” - J.T. English

II.  MATURITY — THE COUNTERFEIT
What’s the difference between childlikeness and childishness?

III.  MATURITY — THE POWER
“The corporate Christ cannot be content to fall short of the perfection of the personal 
Christ.” - FF Bruce

Takeaway: Truthing in love leads to growing up



LENTEN DEVOTIONAL

“THE FORSAKEN”

SCRIPTURE: Psalm 22:1-11, 29-31 (ESV)

Psalm 22 is the first in a cluster of psalms that describe the suffering of 
someone which seems to echo the accounts in Isaiah of the suffering 
servant of the Lord. The first line of this psalm is likely to be familiar to 
us because Jesus cried out these exact words when he was being 
crucified on the cross. Yet this psalm was written by David, many 
generations before that. Whatever suffering of his own that David was 
recounting, he was also prophetically describing the redemptive 
suffering of Christ on the cross thousands of years later.

Jesus would have read this psalm many times in his life during worship 
at the temple. He no doubt had it memorized, for it to come so readily 
to his mind when he was on the cross.

Knowing what he was going to face, Jesus could have spent his life in 
fear or dread. Instead, he, like David before him, clung on to what he 
knew was true: God is holy, God is his God, and God has been 
trustworthy throughout his life. And then, based on these truths, David 
appeals to God to stay close to him. Jesus knew, though, that the 
greatest suffering he would face would be abandonment by God, so 
that God would never abandon his people.

The psalm ends with praise and a note of triumph at the end: “for he 
has done it.” Jesus stayed to the end, bore our sins, and purchased our 
reconciliation with God. The messianic nature of the psalm becomes 
clear as David declares that past generations that have died as well as 
future generations not yet born will all come to know that his God is a 
God who delivers his people from suffering. After all because Jesus 
really was completely forsaken by God (for us!), we can be confident 
that we never will be abandoned, even if, in our suffering, God seems 
far away or silent when we call out.

PRAYER

Gracious God, we glorify you that because Jesus knew what it meant 
to be utterly separated from you, we will never have to experience 
that. Strengthen our faith to truly believe this especially when we 
think we have reasons to doubt it. In Christ’s Name, Amen.

Taken from Redeemer NYC’s Daily Lenten Devotional 

Visit redeemerwh.org/lent for more resources

http://redeemerwh.org/lent
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2024 GOAL: $50,000
RECEIVED: $2,892

Announcements
Membership Course: Redeemer’s membership course is divided into four parts, 
corresponding to the parts of our theological vision – Gospel, City, Movement – and our 
membership vows. We'll meet once a month through May (the date/time is TBD).
Sign up online at redeemerwh.org/membership if you are interested in participating. 
If you are unable to attend every class there will be an opportunity to makeup the 
missed material. Childcare will be provided.

Men’s River Trip: We’re planning an overnight canoe trip down a 30 mile segment of 
Peace River March 14-15. If you would like to participate, visit redeemerwh.org/river
to sign up. The cost will be $20 per person and covers your canoe rental. 

Person of Jesus Study: Join us for the Person of Jesus study on Wednesday nights 
from 6:30-7:30pm (thru March 20) in the sanctuary. Childcare will be provided. This 
is a co-ed study open to anyone even if you participated in the other tracks during 
Build.

A Praying Church: We’re excited to host Paul E. Miller, author of A Praying Life and A 
Praying Church, on Friday, April 12 (6-8:30pm) & Saturday, April 13 (8am-
12:30pm). Paul will give us a vision for and practical experience in praying as a 
community. This is a free event that is open to the public, and we encourage you to 
attend! You can register at: redeemerwh.org/prayer.

Get Connected: The best way to stay up-to-date with what’s happening at Redeemer 
is through our online newsletter (redeemerwh.org/newsletter) and our mobile app 
(redeemerwh.org/app). 

Worship Playlists: Follow our weekly set list on Spotify and Apple Music so that you 
can become familiar with the songs that we'll be singing on Sundays. You can find the 
playlist on the "RedeemerWH" app (above) or at: (redeemerwh.org/worship).

Our Mission
Our mission is to make Jesus' invisible kingdom visible in Winter Haven, 

Polk County, and the world.

Church Planting
One of the ways we hope to accomplish our mission is by planting new 
churches throughout Polk County. We proudly partner with Renew Polk 

(renewpolk.org) and the Florida Church Planting Network
 (flchurchplanting.org).

Community Groups
We also meet during the week in homes for what we call Community Groups. 

They are intended to be the primary "church" experience for all who are a 
part of Redeemer. If you are interested in visiting a community group, 

contact Ashley Bennett, ashmbennett1013@gmail.com.
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