
Season of the Cross: Green for Ordinary Time
Ordinary Time is the long season that takes up three quarters of the church
year. This portion of Ordinary Time runs between Pentecost and Advent.
Ordinary Time has traditionally been devoted to seeking our Lord in the
simple, ordinary day-in and day-out rhythms of life. It is a time in which we
are all invited to order our lives around Christ's life and teaching.

July 16, 2023 — Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

To all who are weary and desire rest, to all who mourn and
long for comfort, to all who sin and need a Savior, Redeemer
opens wide her doors with a welcome from King Jesus the

mighty Friend of sinners, the Ally of his enemies, the
Defender of the indefensible.



Call to Worship: Psalm 136
We read God’s Word, the Bible, together. It reminds us of who God is and what He expects
from us.

Leader: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
ALL: His steadfast love endures forever.
Leader: Give thanks to the God of gods,
ALL: His steadfast love endures forever.
Leader: Give thanks to the Lord of lords,
ALL: His steadfast love endures forever.
Leader: ...to him who does great wonders
ALL: His steadfast love endures forever.

Song of Ascent
The first song we sing together guides us as we "go up" or approach the presence of God to
worship Him. This song is meant to rouse us to worship and awaken our hearts.

Praise to the Lord the Almighty

Reading of the Law: Psalm 81:1-4
While the law cannot justify us or make us righteous; it is a teacher given to lead us to Christ, the
fulfiller of the law.

Sing aloud to God our strength; shout for joy to the God of Jacob! Raise a
song; sound the tambourine, the sweet lyre with the harp. Blow the trumpet
at the new moon, at the full moon, on our feast day. For it is a statute for
Israel, a rule of the God of Jacob.

Prayer of Adoration & Confession
We pray together, praising God for who He really is (Adoration) and admitting our inability to live
up to what He expects of us (Confession).

Song of Repentance
In this song of repentance we acknowledge our sin and our need of a Savior.

Most Merciful God

Assurance of Pardon: Romans 8:31-39
We read God’s Word together and are reminded that grace and mercy are freely given to all who
have faith in Jesus Christ.

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against
us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he
not also with him graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge
against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn?



…Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is
at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate
us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we
are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Greeting
In Jesus, we have not only been reconciled to God, we have also been reconciled to one another.
Therefore, we greet one another as brothers and sisters.

Song of Praise and Celebration
Our response to God’s free grace is celebratory worship. We express our praise to God for who
He is and what He has done to save us

Rising Sun
Holy, Holy, Holy

Confession of Faith: Second London Confession 2.1
As an expression of our faith in Jesus Christ in solidarity with his people, we declare the
substance of what we believe.

The Lord our God is but one only living and true God; whose subsistence
is in and of Himself, infinite in being and perfection; whose essence
cannot be comprehended by any but Himself; amost pure spirit, invisible,
without body, parts, or passions, who only hath immortality, dwelling in
the light which no man can approach unto; who is immutable, immense,
eternal, incomprehensible, almighty, every way infinite, most holy, most
wise, most free, most absolute; working all things according to the
counsel of His own immutable and most righteous will, for His own glory;
most loving, gracious, merciful, long-suffering, abundant in goodness
and truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; the rewarder of them
that diligently seek Him, and withal most just and terrible in His
judgments, hating all sin, and who will by no means clear the guilty.

Worship Through Giving: Give Online at redeemerwh.org/give
We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace for us in Jesus by giving generously to
the work of this church and the kingdom of God.

Kids’ Worship Dismissal
Children through fifth grade are dismissed for kids' worship.

https://redeemerwh.org/give


Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession
We again express in prayer our gratitude to God for what he has done and ask him to continue to
act for our good and the good of others in our community and the world.

Proclamation of God’s Word
A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

Psalm 63:1-4; 103:1-22

Song of Response & Sending
We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace by singing again of His goodness and
greatness.

10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)

Benediction
Because the hand of God’s wrath was raised against Jesus, we now receive the hand of God’s
blessing as we are sent out to live our lives to the glory of God.

May the LORD bless you and keep you;
May the LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;

May the LORD turn His face toward you and give you His peace,
Both now and forevermore. Amen.



Proclamation of God’s Word
A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

1 O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you; my flesh
faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 2 So I have
looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your power and glory. 3 Because
your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you. 4 So I will bless you
as long as I live; in your name I will lift up my hands.

Pg. 479 (Psalm 63:1-4 ESV)

1 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 2 Bless
the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, 3 who forgives all your
iniquity, who heals all your diseases, 4 who redeems your life from the pit, who
crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 5 who satisfies you with good so that
your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 6 The LORD works righteousness and
justice for all who are oppressed. 7 He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to
the people of Israel. 8 The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love. 9 He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger
forever. 10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according
to our iniquities. 11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his
steadfast love toward those who fear him; 12 as far as the east is from the west,
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 13 As a father shows
compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him.
14 For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust. 15 As for man, his
days are like grass; he flourishes like a flower of the field; 16 for the wind passes
over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no more. 17 But the steadfast love of
the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him, and his
righteousness to children’s children, 18 to those who keep his covenant and
remember to do his commandments. 19 The LORD has established his throne in
the heavens, and his kingdom rules over all. 20 Bless the LORD, O you his angels,
you mighty ones who do his word, obeying the voice of his word! 21 Bless the
LORD, all his hosts, his ministers, who do his will! 22 Bless the LORD, all his works,
in all places of his dominion. Bless the LORD, O my soul!

Pg. 502 (Psalm 103 ESV)

Resources
James Montgomery Boice, Psalms
Roger Steer, GeorgeMuller: Delighted in God
David Taylor, Open and Unafraid

Discussion Questions
1. Prayerfully reflect on your heart, circumstances, relationships, etc. How did
you "come" into worship today?
2. Where did the gospel "dwell in you richly" in the service today? In the prayers?
In the singing? In the sermon?
3. Specifically, how were you led to turn from sin and trust in Jesus?
4. What is the one thing from the sermon this morning that you would most want
to pass on to someone else?

https://www.amazon.com/Psalms-Voume-1-41-Expositional-Commentary/dp/080106578X
https://www.amazon.com/George-M%C3%BCller-Delighted-History-Maker/dp/1845501209
https://www.amazon.com/Open-Unafraid-Psalms-Guide-Life/dp/140021047X


Sermon Series: A Godward Life
Sermon Title: Happy In God
Date: July 16, 2023

Hook:What makes for a happy life?

I. THE NEED
"...my soul thirsts… my flesh faints” (Psalm 63:1)

II. THE METHOD
"Bless the Lord, O my soul” (Psalm 103:1)

III. THE TRUTH
"The steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting” (Psalm 103:17)

Takeaway: You can't make yourself happy; but you can make
yourself rejoice!



Ezra and Nehemiah offer the final piece of Old Testament history, one last glimpse of
God’s people living out his redemptive plan before the coming of the Messiah. God’s
covenant promises are gloriously on display as this weak, struggling remnant returns to
Jerusalem after the exile to live together again as his people, according to his Word.

Ezra in particular highlights God’s redemptive plan. The opening verse declares that
God initiates these events that he himself decreed through his prophets. God’s hand is
then evident throughout: sovereignly directing the kings and peoples who aim to have a
hand in Zerubbabel’s return and rebuilding of the temple, and personally clearing the
path for Ezra’s later return to teach the law.

God’s redemptive plan focuses on a people. Ezra makes clear who these people are:
Abraham’s seed, those whom God promised to make a great nation in whom all the
nations would be blessed. In Ezra, this blessed “remnant” is reassembled and numbered
carefully by tribe and genealogy. Ezra’s passion to keep them holy and separate reflects
not ethnic elitism but rather a concern to honor the Lord who had redeemed them,
reflecting his holiness through their own. Ezra thus sought to bring Israel to
demonstrate trust in the Lord by obeying his law. This is the blessed way of life given to
this chosen people from whom the promised offspring would come, according to God’s
Word. These exiles did not know Jesus’ name, but they carefully traced the seed
promises leading to his birth.

God’s redemptive plan focuses on a people created to worship him—and the plan
provides the means. Hope continues to rise in this book as we see struggling, sinful
exiles released in waves from Babylon and rebuilding the temple that identified their
land as the place of God’s people and promise. Their ancient hope for a messianic King
was no longer visible in an earthly kingdom (Zerubbabel remained in the line of David,
but as the servant of a foreign king). So, by the efforts of the returning remnant of Israel,
amid Jerusalem’s ruins, hope emerges more clearly for God’s promised King, who
would rule on an eternal throne, and who would release his people finally and fully from
their oppressors. In the meantime, God had provided the temple as a witness to his
continuing presence and promises—a temple whose sacrifices also pictured and pointed
ahead to the perfect sacrifice that would be needed for the eternal deliverance of God’s
people.

This perfect sacrifice and final King would come four centuries after Ezra lived. Jesus
gathers up all these ancient longings in his coming to earth. The importance of the
temple in Ezra makes us look ahead to the one who is himself the temple, providing
access into God’s presence through his blood. The plain appearance of Ezra’s rebuilt
temple (in contrast to Solomon’s magnificent one) helps us anticipate the spiritual
temple that will rise as Christ’s body, the church.

Ultimately, God provided his Word, which Ezra the priest set his heart to study and do
and teach. Old Testament history comes to a close with a picture of God’s people
gathered around God’s Word, yearning for the ultimate fulfillment of God’s promises—
the fulfillment that would come with the Word made flesh.



redeemerwinterhaven.org | (863) 298-9849
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Announcements
Kids’ Bowling: During the summer our Children’s Ministry is hosting monthly events
for children and their parents. Saturday, July 22, from 3-5pm at Cypress Lanes
we’ll have a bowling day. The cost to attend is $10. Children MUST be accompanied by
a parent or guardian. Please help us plan by registering: redeemerwh.org/rsvp

BUILD Resuming: We're excited to resume BUILD this Fall. BUILD is a time to gather
as a church family, share a meal, and get trained in our gospel tools. More info to come
about specific class offerings — we will have classes for all ages. BUILD will run weekly
on Wednesday nights for a 4-week stretch between August 23 and September 13.
Dinner will begin at 5:30pm, classes will begin at 6:30pm.

Sending Shower for Aly Savant: There will be a sending shower for Aly Savant on
Saturday, July 29, at the Portlock’s (9 Brogden Ct.) from 10am-12pm. In lieu of
gifts, please consider a cash donation that will go towards setting up their kitchen upon
arrival in Scotland.

Get Connected: The best way to stay up-to-date with what’s happening at Redeemer
is through our online newsletter (redeemerwh.org/newsletter) and our mobile app
(redeemerwh.org/app).

Worship Playlists: Follow our weekly set list on Spotify and Apple Music so that you
can become familiar with the songs that we'll be singing on Sundays. You can find the
playlist on the "RedeemerWH" app (above) or at: (redeemerwh.org/worship).

Our Mission
Our mission is to make Jesus' invisible kingdom visible in Winter Haven,

Polk County, and the world.

Church Planting
One of the ways we hope to accomplish our mission is by planting new
churches throughout Polk County. We proudly partner with Renew Polk

(renewpolk.org) and the Florida Church Planting Network
(flchurchplanting.org).

Community Groups
We also meet during the week in homes for what we call Community Groups.
They are intended to be the primary "church" experience for all who are a

part of Redeemer. If you are interested in visiting a community group,
contact Jonathan Winfree, jonathan@redeemerwinterhaven.org.

GOAL: $50,000
RECEIVED: $14,523
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