
Season of the Cross: Green for Ordinary Time
Ordinary Time is the long season that takes up three quarters of the church 
year. This portion of Ordinary Time runs between Pentecost and Advent. 
Ordinary Time has traditionally been devoted to seeking our Lord in the 
simple, ordinary day-in and day-out rhythms of life. It is a time in which we 
are all invited to order our lives around Christ's life and teaching.

September 22, 2024 — Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

To all who are weary and desire rest, to all who mourn and 
long for comfort, to all who sin and need a Savior, Redeemer 
opens wide her doors with a welcome from King Jesus the 

mighty Friend of sinners, the Ally of his enemies, the 
Defender of the indefensible.



Call to Worship: Psalm 116:5-6
We read God’s Word, the Bible, together. It reminds us of who God is and what He expects   
from us.

Leader: Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; our God is merciful. The Lord 
preserves the humble; when I was brought low, he saved me.

People: Return, O my soul, to your rest; for the Lord has dealt bountifully 
with you. 

Song of Ascent
The first song we sing together guides us as we "go up" or approach the presence of God to 
worship Him. This song is meant to rouse us to worship and awaken our hearts.

Jesus What a Friend for Sinners

Reading of the Law: Psalm 44:1-8
While the law cannot justify us or make us righteous; it is a teacher given to lead us to Christ, the 
fulfiller of the law.

1 O God, we have heard with our ears, our fathers have told us, what deeds 
you performed in their days, in the days of old: 2  you with your own hand 
drove out the nations, but them you planted; you afflicted the peoples, but 
them you set free; 3  for not by their own sword did they win the land, nor did 
their own arm save them, but your right hand and your arm, and the light of 
your face, for you delighted in them. 4  You are my King, O God; ordain 
salvation for Jacob! 5  Through you we push down our foes; through your 
name we tread down those who rise up against us. 6  For not in my bow do I 
trust, nor can my sword save me. 7  But you have saved us from our foes and 
have put to shame those who hate us. 8  In God we have boasted continually, 
and we will give thanks to your name forever.

Prayer of Adoration and Confession
We pray together, praising God for who He really is (Adoration) and admitting our inability to  
live up to what He expects of us (Confession).

Song of Repentance
In this song of repentance we acknowledge our sin and our need of a Savior.

Help Us See Christ

Assurance of Pardon: 1 Corinthians 15:1-8
We read God’s Word together and are reminded that grace and mercy are freely given to all who 
have faith in Jesus Christ.

1 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you 
received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold 
fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain…



…3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that 
he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he 
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five 
hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have 
fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of 
all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.

Greeting
In Jesus, we have not only been reconciled to God, we have also been reconciled to one another. 
Therefore, we greet one another as brothers and sisters.

Songs of Praise and Celebration
Our response to God’s free grace is celebratory worship. We express our praise to God for who 
He is and what He has done to save us

His Be the Victor’s Name
How Deep the Father’s Love for Us

Receiving New Members
As was the case for believers in the Old and New Testaments, we are called to publicly confess 
our faith in the grace of God, to participate in the rituals of entrance into the people of God 
(circumcision in the Old and baptism in the New), and to acknowledge our membership with His 
people.

Mark Lawhorn

Sacrament of Baptism
The ritual of baptism is a sign and seal of the grace we have in Jesus. That is, it symbolizes the 
cleansing all people need before they are acceptable to God (sign), and it marks, tangibly to our 
senses, how real God’s promise is for all who will trust in Him (seal).

Mark Lawhorn

Worship Through Giving: Give Online at redeemerwh.org/give
We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace for us in Jesus by giving generously to 
the work of this church and the kingdom of God.

Kids’ Worship Dismissal
Children through fifth grade are dismissed for kids' worship.

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession
We again express in prayer our gratitude to God for what he has done and ask him to continue to 
act for our good and the good of others in our community and the world.

https://redeemerwh.org/give


Proclamation of God’s Word
A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

Galatians 3:1-9

Song of Response & Sending
We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace by singing again of His goodness and 
greatness.

Nothing But the Blood

Benediction
Because the hand of God’s wrath was raised against Jesus, we now receive the hand of God’s 
blessing as we are sent out to live our lives to the glory of God.

May the LORD bless you and keep you; 
May the LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

May the LORD turn His face toward you and give you His peace, 
Both now and forevermore. Amen.



Proclamation of God’s Word
A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

1 O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that 
Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified. 2 Let me ask you only this: 
Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with faith? 3 Are 
you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the 
flesh? 4 Did you suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain? 5 Does 
he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by 
works of the law, or by hearing with faith— 6 just as Abraham “believed God, 
and it was counted to him as righteousness”? 7 Know then that it is those of 
faith who are the sons of Abraham. 8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God 
would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to 
Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” 9 So then, those 
who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.

Pg. 973 (Galatians 3:1-9 ESV)

Resources
Tim Keller, "The Centrality of the Gospel" 
Richard Lovelace, Dynamics of the Spiritual Life
Walter Marshall, The Gospel Mystery of Sanctification
John Stott, Galatians

https://redeemercitytocity.com/articles-stories/the-centrality-of-the-gospel
https://www.amazon.com/Dynamics-Spiritual-Life-Evangelical-Theology/dp/0830852883/
https://www.amazon.com/Gospel-Mystery-Sanctification-Walter-Marshall/dp/B09QP56T6Y/
https://www.amazon.com/Message-Galatians-John-Stott/dp/1789742420/


Sermon Series: Galatians: Keep Yourself in God’s Love
Sermon Title: The Self-Salvation Spell
Date: September 22, 2024

Hook: The gospel is the A-Z of Christianity, not the ABCs of 
Christianity. 

I.  GOSPEL FORGETFULNESS
"The sin underneath all our sins is to trust the lie of the serpent that we cannot trust the 
love and grace of Christ and must take matters into our own hands.” – Martin Luther

II.  GOSPEL REMEMBRANCE 
"Every sanctification problem is a justification problem." - Richard Lovelace

III.  GOSPEL FAITH
"The gospel is not good advice to men, but good news about Christ; not an invitation 
to us to do anything, but a declaration of what God has done; not a demand, but an 
offer." - John Stott

Takeaway: "Know this..." (Gal 3:7)! 



One particularly poignant way in which the theme of salvation is seen in Hosea 
involves the covenant between God and Israel initiated at Sinai being treated 
as a marriage. This analogy sees all the indictments of Israel’s idolatry as 
spiritual adultery. In addition, when God promises to save his people after he 
judges them, he depicts their future salvation as a new marriage ceremony at a 
new Sinai. Jesus later came calling himself the bridegroom of God’s people 
(e.g., Matt. 9:15), and Paul strikingly states that the great mystery of marriage 
“refers to Christ and the church”. Jesus comes to initiate the new covenant, 
which is like the new betrothal prophesied in Hosea 2:14–23, and it will 
culminate in “the marriage of the Lamb”, when “the Bride, the wife of the 
Lamb,” comes “down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God”.

Hosea also prophesies of the sinful nation of Israel being struck down by 
Yahweh, who comes at them like a lion. But, with striking echoes of future 
salvation events, the prophet says that this death of the nation will happen 
when the people are driven into exile. Then, after the exile, Yahweh will raise 
his people from the dead on the third day.

These redemptive themes in Hosea’s prophecy are supremely fulfilled in Jesus 
Christ. Jesus came as Israel’s representative, and in his death he became the 
one who bore the curse of the covenant (Gal. 3:13). He was struck down under 
the wrath of God, and “he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures”. Jesus laid down his life for his bride, the church, buying her back 
from slavery to sin. He ransomed her as God had ransomed Israel at the 
exodus, and in his resurrection he justifies her, accomplishing the prophesied 
new exodus and setting the return from exile in motion. The great 
consummation will be celebrated at the marriage feast of the Lamb, in 
fulfillment of all the prophets, not least Hosea.

This prophetic book sobers us and fills us with renewed hope. As ugly as 
Israel’s adulterous faithlessness has been, it cannot extinguish God’s resilient, 
redemptive love that defies human calculation or annulment.

From The Gospel Transformation Bible, 
"The Gospel in Hosea"

Hosea
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Announcements
Get Connected Lunch: Are you new to Redeemer or would you simply like to know 
more about how to connect to our church? Please join us for our Get Connected Lunch 
on September 29 in Covenant Hall following the service! For food planning & childcare 
purposes, please let us know you plan to attend: redeemerwh.org/rsvp

Women’s Bible Study: Our Women’s Bible study has resumed on Thursdays from 10-
11:30am in the Blue Room. We’re going through Vaughan Robert’s book God's Big 
Picture: Tracing the Storyline of the Bible. 

BUILD: BUILD is a time to gather as a church family, share a meal, and get trained in 
our gospel tools. We meet weekly on Wednesday nights through September 25. 
Dinner begins at 5:30pm, classes begin at 6:30pm. 

• 0-3 yrs | Childcare 
• Infants-PreK | Catechism 
• K-5th Grade | Catechism 
• Youth  |  Youth Group
• Adults | Gospel Tools & Membership Course

Get Connected: The best way to stay up-to-date with what’s happening at Redeemer 
is through our online newsletter (redeemerwh.org/newsletter) and our mobile app 
(redeemerwh.org/app). 

Worship Playlists: Follow our weekly set list on Spotify and Apple Music so that you 
can become familiar with the songs that we'll be singing on Sundays. You can find the 
playlist on the "RedeemerWH" app (above) or at: (redeemerwh.org/worship).

Our Mission
Our mission is to make Jesus' invisible kingdom visible in Winter Haven, 

Polk County, and the world.

Church Planting
One of the ways we hope to accomplish our mission is by planting new 
churches throughout Polk County. We proudly partner with Renew Polk 

(renewpolk.org) and the Florida Church Planting Network
 (flchurchplanting.org).

Community Groups
We also meet during the week in homes for what we call Community Groups. 

They are intended to be the primary "church" experience for all who are a 
part of Redeemer. If you are interested in visiting a community group, 

contact Ashley Bennett, ashmbennett1013@gmail.com.

2024 GOAL: $50,000
RECEIVED: $27,427
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