
January 18, 2026 — Second Sunday after the Epiphany

Season of the Cross: Green for Ordinary Time
Ordinary time runs between Epiphany and Lent. Ordinary Time has 
traditionally been devoted to seeking our Lord in the simple, ordinary day-in 
and day-out rhythms of life. It is a time in which we are all invited to order our 
lives around Christ's life and teaching.

To all who are weary and desire rest, to all who mourn and 
long for comfort, to all who sin and need a Savior, Redeemer 

opens wide its doors with a welcome from King Jesus the 
mighty Friend of sinners, the Ally of his enemies, the 

Defender of the indefensible.



Call to Worship: Revelation 5:11-13
We read God’s Word, the Bible, together. It reminds us of who God is and what He expects   
from us.

Leader: Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures 
and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and 
thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice,

People: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth 
and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!”

Leader: And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth 
and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying,

People: “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and 
honor and glory and might forever and ever!”

Song of Ascent
The first song we sing together guides us as we "go up" or approach the presence of God to 
worship Him. This song is meant to rouse us to worship and awaken our hearts.

Psalm 150 (Praise The Lord)

Reading of the Law: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11
While the law cannot justify us or make us righteous; it is a teacher given to lead us to Christ, the 
fulfiller of the law.

40:1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is 
pardoned, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 
3 A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight 
in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the 
rough places a plain. 5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all 
flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 

9 Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice 
with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the 
cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 10 Behold, the Lord GOD comes with 
might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his 
recompense before him. 11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather 
the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those 
that are with young.  

Prayer of Adoration and Confession
We pray together, praising God for who He really is (Adoration) and admitting our inability to  
live up to what He expects of us (Confession).



Assurance of Pardon: 2 Corinthians 3:18, 4:6
We read God’s Word together and are reminded that grace and mercy are freely given to all who 
have faith in Jesus Christ.

3:18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this 
comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

4:6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ. 

Greeting
In Jesus, we have not only been reconciled to God, we have also been reconciled to one another. 
Therefore, we greet one another as brothers and sisters.

Songs of Praise and Celebration
Our response to God’s free grace is celebratory worship. We express our praise to God for who 
He is and what He has done to save us

Let Us Love And Sing And Wonder
Holy Forever

Worship Through Giving: Give Online at redeemerwh.org/give
We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace for us in Jesus by giving generously to 
the work of this church and the kingdom of God.

Kids’ Worship Dismissal
Children through fifth grade are dismissed for kids' worship.

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession
We again express in prayer our gratitude to God for what he has done and ask him to continue to 
act for our good and the good of others in our community and the world.

Proclamation of God’s Word
A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

John 1:19–36

Song of Response & Sending
We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace by singing again of His goodness and 
greatness.

Behold Him

https://redeemerwh.org/give


Benediction
Because the hand of God’s wrath was raised against Jesus, we now receive the hand of God’s 
blessing as we are sent out to live our lives to the glory of God.

May the LORD bless you and keep you; 
May the LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

May the LORD turn His face toward you and give you His peace, 
Both now and forevermore

There is a prayer team available following the worship 
service for anyone in need of prayer.



Proclamation of God’s Word
A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not 
deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What 
then? Are you Elĳah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he 
answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an 
answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I 
am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the 
Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then 
why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elĳah, nor the 
Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27 even he who comes after me, the strap of 
whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took place in Bethany 
across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I 
said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 
31 I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, 
that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit 
descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not 
know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom 
you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”

35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he 
looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 

Pg. 886 (John 1:19-36 ESV)

Resources



Sermon Series: We Have Seen His Glory
Sermon Title: The Lamb of God
Date: January 18, 2026

Hook: What if the chairs on “The Voice” didn’t rotate?   

I. THE VOICE
“The increasing curtness of John’s successive utterances should not be missed. It appears 
to stem from a dislike for answering questions about himself. He had come to bear witness 
to Another.” - Leon Morris

II. THE LAMB 
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
and honor and glory and blessing!” - Revelation 5:12

Take-away: You are not the Christ!



The Gospel Is Multi-Faceted

Luke informs us from the beginning (1:1–4) that his is not the only Gospel to have 
been written nor the only Gospel account that could be written (cf. John 21:25). 
Nevertheless, the church has always recognized the great gift that the third Gospel is 
to us. There are many beautiful and essential teachings of Jesus and pictures of the 
gospel that come to us from Luke alone.

While the historical and theological witness of all four Gospels contains many 
consistent themes, Luke describes for us the gospel and its application in several 
specific and important ways. At the broadest level we learn from this Gospel account 
that the gospel is multi-faceted and full-orbed. That is, the gospel is explained and 
applied as being about our whole lives, physically and spiritually, externally and 
internally, for now and for the future, in our relationship with God and with others. 
The gospel is not simply a message about religion and the “religious” portion of our 
lives. Rather, Luke’s presentation helps us see clearly that the gospel of Jesus is about 
the comprehensive blessedness of God available to us through Jesus Christ.

At a more specific level Luke retells the stories and teachings of Jesus in a way that 
consistently emphasizes that the gospel is a matter of the heart, the inner person, not 
mere external religion. Jesus constantly reveals the heart motivations behind our 
actions and pushes us toward opening our hearts in humility toward God. As a result, 
the gospel in Luke is often presented as a call to reevaluate everything in the world 
according to God’s perspective, not ours. This means valuing humility over prestige, 
mercy over justice, favor with God over favor with people, and—especially 
challenging to us—valuing a rich relationship with God over the power of money.

To emphasize this comprehensive understanding of the gospel, Luke uses a variety of 
complementary images to describe it. The gospel includes the message of peace, the 
offer of forgiveness of sins through repentance, the promise of inheriting eternal life, 
the invitation to enter the kingdom of God, and the joy of being with Jesus as a 
disciple. In all of this, the gospel is good news because it announces the grace and 
peace that have now come to sinners in Jesus Christ.

From The Gospel Transformation Bible, 
"The Gospel in Luke"

Luke
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Announcements
Women’s Bible Study: Our Women’s Bible Study is beginning this Thursday January 
22 from 9:30-11 am. We will be going through the Person of Jesus, Unit 1: Compassion 
book Thursday mornings until April 30. Childcare will be provided. Please come and bring 
a small dish to share for our opening brunch. 

Women’s Retreat: Ladies, we’d love for you to join us at The Grove Resort in Orlando 
January 30-February 1 as we practice and experience Deeper Rest in Christ Alone. To 
register, please visit redeemerwh.org/womensretreat. Please note that the deadline 
to register has been extended but there are limited spaces still available.

Men’s Canoe Trip: We’re returning to the Peace river for a canoe and camping trip on 
February 27-28. We’ll launch at Zolpho Springs Pioneer Park, and finish at the Gardner 
Boat Ramp, approximately 20 miles down river. If you’re interested, please contact 
Richard McAdams, richardwalkermcadams@gmail.com.

Get Connected: The best way to stay up-to-date with what’s happening at Redeemer 
is through our online newsletter (redeemerwh.org/newsletter) and our mobile app 
(redeemerwh.org/app). 

Worship Playlists: Follow our weekly set list on Spotify and Apple Music so that you 
can become familiar with the songs that we'll be singing on Sundays. You can find the 
playlist on the "RedeemerWH" app (above) or at: (redeemerwh.org/worship).

Our Mission
Our mission is to make Jesus' invisible kingdom visible in Winter Haven, 

Polk County, and the world.

Church Planting
One of the ways we hope to accomplish our mission is by planting new 
churches throughout Polk County. We proudly partner with Renew Polk 

(renewpolk.org) and the Florida Church Planting Network
 (flchurchplanting.org).

Community Groups
We also meet during the week in homes for what we call Community Groups. 

They are intended to be the primary "church" experience for all who are a 
part of Redeemer. If you are interested in visiting a community group, 

contact Ashley Bennett, ashmbennett1013@gmail.com.
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