
Season of the Cross: Purple for Lent
The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday and runs 40 days 
through Holy Week. It is a reminder of Jesus' own 40 days in the 
wilderness, where He fasted and was tempted. Lent is a time of 
repentance and fasting, of preparation and penitence, as we look 
ahead with anticipation to His death and resurrection.

March 8, 2026 — The Third Sunday of Lent

“Be still, and know that I am God. 
I will be exalted among the nations, 

I will be exalted in the earth!”

Psalm 46:10 (ESV)



Call to Worship: Isaiah 55:1-2, 6-7
We read God’s Word, the Bible, together. It reminds us of who God is and what He expects   
from us.

Leader: Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no 
money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and 
without price.

People: Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and 
your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and 
eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food.

Leader: Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near.

People: Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on 
him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

Song of Ascent
The first song we sing together guides us as we "go up" or approach the presence of God to 
worship Him. This song is meant to rouse us to worship and awaken our hearts.

Come Away from Rush and Hurry

Reading of the Law: Matthew 16:13-17
While the law cannot justify us or make us righteous; it is a teacher given to lead us to Christ, the 
fulfiller of the law.

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, 
“Some say John the Baptist, others say Elĳah, and others Jeremiah or one of 
the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon 
Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus 
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has 
not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.

Prayer of Adoration and Confession
We pray together, praising God for who He really is (Adoration) and admitting our inability to  
live up to what He expects of us (Confession).

Corporate Confession of Sin: The Book of Common Prayer
In a culture that avoids talk of sin and culpability, regular prayers of confession foster honesty and
openness in our relationship with God. We confess sin in the context of the covenant Lord’s love
shown to us through Jesus Christ. We offer our confession as part of a covenantal relationship.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



Song of Repentance
In this song of repentance we acknowledge our sin and our need of a Savior.

Jesus Strong And Kind

Assurance of Pardon: Ephesians 2:11-13
We read God’s Word together and are reminded that grace and mercy are freely given to all who 
have faith in Jesus Christ.

11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the 
uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh 
by hands— 12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, 
alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ 
Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ.

Greeting
In Jesus, we have not only been reconciled to God, we have also been reconciled to one another. 
Therefore, we greet one another as brothers and sisters.

Songs of Praise and Celebration
Our response to God’s free grace is celebratory worship. We express our praise to God for who 
He is and what He has done to save us.

It Was Finished Upon That Cross 
O Come To The Altar

Sacrament of Baptism
The ritual of baptism is a sign and seal of the grace we have in Jesus. That is, it symbolizes the
cleansing all people need before they are acceptable to God (sign), and it marks, tangibly to our
senses, how real God’s promise is for all who will trust in Him (seal).

Margaret Elizabeth Wyatt

Worship Through Giving: Give Online at redeemerwh.org/give
We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace for us in Jesus by giving generously to 
the work of this church and the kingdom of God.

Kids’ Worship Dismissal
Children through fifth grade are dismissed for kids' worship.

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession
We again express in prayer our gratitude to God for what he has done and ask him to continue to 
act for our good and the good of others in our community and the world.

The Lord’s Prayer
Jesus taught this prayer to guide His people in how to pray (Gospel of Matthew 6:9–13). When we 
pray it together, we address God as our Father, ask for His kingdom to come, depend on Him for 
daily provision, seek forgiveness, and look to Him for strength to walk in faithfulness.

Proclamation of God’s Word

https://redeemerwh.org/give


Proclamation of God’s Word
A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

John 4:1-26

Song of Repose and Sending
We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace by singing again of His goodness and 
greatness.

Is He Worthy

Benediction
Because the hand of God’s wrath was raised against Jesus, we now receive the hand of God’s 
blessing as we are sent out to live our lives to the glory of God.

May the LORD bless you and keep you; 
May the LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

May the LORD turn His face toward you and give you His peace, 
Both now and forevermore

There is a prayer team available following the worship 
service for anyone in need of prayer.



Proclamation of God’s Word
A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

1 Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was 
making and baptizing more disciples than John 2 (although Jesus himself did 
not baptize, but only his disciples), 3 he left Judea and departed again for 
Galilee. 4 And he had to pass through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town of 
Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 
6 Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was 
sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.

7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a 
drink.” 8 (For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The 
Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from 
me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10 
Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying 
to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given 
you living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw 
water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are 
you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it 
himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who 
drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water 
that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will 
become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said 
to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here 
to draw water.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17 The woman 
answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, 
‘I have no husband’; 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one you now 
have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” 19 The woman said to 
him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped on this 
mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to 
worship.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when 
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You 
worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from 
the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking 
such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah 
is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 
26 Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.”

- John 4:1-26

Resources
Daniel Strange, Plugged In
Bruce Milne, The Message of John

https://www.christianbook.com/plugged-connecting-faith-everything-watch-play/daniel-strange/9781909919419/pd/919419?event=BRSRCG%7CPSEN
https://www.christianbook.com/the-message-of-john/bruce-milne/9780830824229/pd/824229?event=BRSRCG%7CPSEN
https://www.christianbook.com/john-an-expositional-commentary/r-c-sproul/9781642891829/pd/891829?event=BRSRCG%7CPSEN


Sermon Series: We Have Seen His Glory
Sermon Title: The Christ
Date: March 8, 2026

Hook: How hard is love when you are hangry and tired?

I.  THE CONNECTING CHRIST
“The gospel connects in its appeal to be worthy of our hopes and desires.” - Daniel 
Strange 

II.  THE CONFRONTING CHRIST
“The gospel confronts in that calls for new ways of looking at the world because the old 
ways are useless and harmful. It appeals to repentance and faith in a better story.” 
- Daniel Strange

III.  THE CHRIST IS JESUS
“I am he who is speaking to you.” - John 4:26

Takeaway: Messiah has come! Have you met him? 



HOLY WEEK DEVOTIONAL
“THE WATERS”

SCRIPTURE: ISAIAH 55:1-7 (ESV)
In these verses, the Holy One of Israel is crying out through Isaiah, 
pleading with his people on the eve of destruction to return to the true 
fountain of life. It is an emphatic call to come without barrier to the 
eternal spring of living waters. Verses 2 and 3 make clear that this water 
is the word of God. The invitation is to drink deeply: to receive the word, 
reason with it, delight in it, to listen to it like they had never listened 
before. “Listen diligently” (v. 2) is literally, “Listen-listen!” a call for undivided 
and sustained attention. Ultimately, this word is meant to save them 
(v. 3), transform them (v. 7), and make them a blessing to the entire 
world (v. 5). They are being called into communion with their 
compassionate God (v. 7). But they refuse to hear him (6:9).

Lent is a time for us to admit the same tendencies displayed by Isaiah’s 
audience. For reasons conscious and less conscious, we are prone to 
neglect God’s word, and ultimately, God himself. Given enough time 
apart from the Scriptures, a kind of spiritual amnesia sets in, where we 
forget the taste that is sweeter than honey and the drippings of the 
honeycomb (Psalm 19:10). Lent is an invitation to see Christ as the woman 
at the well came to see him — as the pure, limitless satisfaction for 
our thirsty souls. It is our invitation to return to that well and drink 
deeply. Whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be 
thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring 
of water welling up to eternal life (John 4:14).

PRAYER
Gracious Lord, in compassion you call us. By your mercy, open our ears to 
hear your voice, and hearing you, to return. Remove the scales from our 
eyes and unveil for us the wonders of your word. Your glories are revealed 
there. Be our delight. Be our satisfaction. Awaken in us a new sense of 
expectancy, as those who put their trust in you will never be put to 
shame. Glorious Lord, we are yours. In Christ’s name. Amen.

Taken from Redeemer NYC’s Daily Lenten Devotional
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Announcements
Food, Fellowship, & Formation: Our men’s ministry is offering Food, Fellowship, and 
Formation (FFF) beginning this spring. As the name implies, we will gather for a meal in 
the evening, enjoy fellowship, and continue our study of the intersection of faith and 
vocation from 6-7:30 pm on March 26, April 16, and May 7 at Redeemer.

Community Group Open House: If you are looking for a community group, we invite you 
to be part of our Community Group Open House on March 22, April 26, and May 31 
after worship. This monthly gathering is designed for those hoping to join a regular 
group. Lunch will be provided, and you’ll experience a typical community group format—
time to connect, discuss the sermon, and share prayer requests. Please sign up at 
redeemerwh.org/rsvp. 

Women’s Bible Study: Our Women’s Bible Study is going through the Person of Jesus, 
Unit 1: Compassion book Thursday mornings from 9:30-11 am until April 30. Childcare 
is available. We’d love for you to join us!

Get Connected: The best way to stay up-to-date with what’s happening at Redeemer 
is through our online newsletter (redeemerwh.org/newsletter) and our mobile app 
(redeemerwh.org/app). 

Worship Playlists: Follow our weekly set list on Spotify and Apple Music so that you 
can become familiar with the songs that we'll be singing on Sundays. You can find the 
playlist on the "RedeemerWH" app (above) or at: (redeemerwh.org/worship).

Our Mission
Our mission is to make Jesus' invisible kingdom visible in Winter Haven, 

Polk County, and the world.

Church Planting
One of the ways we hope to accomplish our mission is by planting new 
churches throughout Polk County. We proudly partner with Renew Polk 

(renewpolk.org) and the Florida Church Planting Network
 (flchurchplanting.org).

https://redeemerwinterhaven.org
https://redeemerwh.org/app
https://facebook.com/redeemerwh
http://redeemerwh.org/rsvp
https://redeemerwh.org/newsletter
https://redeemerwh.org/app
https://redeemerwh.org/worship

