= REDEEMER

WINTER HAVEN

To all who are weary and desire rest, to all who mourn and
long for comfort, to all who sin and need a Savior, Redeemer
opens wide her doors with a welcome from King Jesus the
mighty Friend of sinners, the Ally of his enemies, the
Defender of the indefensible.

March 16, 2025 — The Second Sunday of Lent

Season of the Cross: Purple for Lent

The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday and runs 40 days through
Holy Week. It is a reminder of Jesus' own 40 days in the wilderness, where
He fasted and was tempted. Lent is a time of repentance and fasting, of

preparation and penitence, as we look ahead with anticipation to His death
and resurrection.



Call to Worship: Psalm 89: 8, 11, 14-16

We read God'’s Word, the Bible, together. It reminds us of who God is and what He expects
from us.

Leader: O Lord God of hosts, who is mighty as you are, O Lord, with your
faithfulness all around you? ... The heavens are yours; the earth also is yours;
the world and all that is in it.

People: Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne;
steadfast love and faithfulness go before you.

Leader: Blessed are the people who know the festal shout, who walk, O Lord,
in the light of your face, who exult in your name all the day, and in your
righteousness are exalted.

Song of Ascent

The first song we sing together guides us as we "go up" or approach the presence of God to
worship Him. This song is meant to rouse us to worship and awaken our hearts.

Psalm 150 (Praise The Lord)

Reading of the Law: Isaiah 1:10-17

While the law cannot justify us or make us righteous; it is a teacher given to lead us to Christ, the
fulfiller of the law.

1:10 Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodom! Give ear to the teaching
of our God, you people of Gomorrah! 11 *“What to me is the multitude of your
sacrifices? says the LORD; | have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and
the fat of well-fed beasts; | do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, or
of goats. 12 “When you come to appear before me, who has required of you
this trampling of my courts? 13 Bring no more vain offerings; incense is an
abomination to me. New moon and Sabbath and the calling of convocations—I
cannot endure iniquity and solemn assembly. 14 Your new moons and your
appointed feasts my soul hates; they have become a burden to me; | am weary
of bearing them. 15 When you spread out your hands, | will hide my eyes from
you; even though you make many prayers, | will not listen; your hands are full
of blood. 16 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your
deeds from before my eyes; cease to do evil, 17 learn to do good; seek justice
correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow's cause.

Prayer of Adoration and Confession

We pray together, praising God for who He really is (Adoration) and admitting our inability to
live up to what He expects of us (Confession).

Corporate Confession of Sin: Worship Sourcebook

In a culture that avoids talk of sin and culpability, regular prayers of confession foster honesty and
openness in our relationship with God. We confess sin in the context of the covenant Lord'’s love
shown to us through Jesus Christ. We offer our confession as part of a covenantal relationship.

Almighty God, we confess how hard it is to be your people. You have
called us to be the church to continue the mission of Jesus Christ to our
lonely and confused world...



...Yet we acknowledge we are more apathetic than active, isolated than
involved, callous than compassionate, obstinate than obedient,
legalistic than loving. Gracious Lord, have mercy upon us and forgive
our sins. Remove the obstacles preventing us from being your
representatives to a broken world. Awaken our hearts to the promised
gift of your indwelling Spirit. This we pray in Jesus' powerful Name.
Amen.

Song of Repentance

In this song of repentance we acknowledge our sin and our need of a Savior.

Most Merciful God

Assurance of Pardon: Isaiah 1:18

We read God'’s Word together and are reminded that grace and mercy are freely given to all who
have faith in Jesus Christ.

1:18 “"Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: though your sins are
like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson,
they shall become like wool.

Greeting

In Jesus, we have not only been reconciled to God, we have also been reconciled to one another.
Therefore, we greet one another as brothers and sisters.

Songs of Praise and Celebration

Our response to God'’s free grace is celebratory worship. We express our praise to God for who
He is and what He has done to save us.

Let Us Love And Sing And Wonder
Jesus Paid It All

Worship Through Giving: Give Online at redeemerwh.org/give

We respond to the good news of God'’s mercy and grace for us in Jesus by giving generously to
the work of this church and the kingdom of God.

Kids' Worship Dismissal
Children through fifth grade are dismissed for kids' worship.

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession

We again express in prayer our gratitude to God for what he has done and ask him to continue to
act for our good and the good of others in our community and the world.

Proclamation of God's Word
A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

Selected passages from Amos


https://redeemerwh.org/give

Sacrament of Communion

The ritual meal of Communion is a sign and seal of the grace we have in Jesus. That is, it
symbolizes the work Christ did for our salvation (sign) and communicates the grace and mercy
we have been given (seal) as a result of His death and resurrection.

Thy Mercy, My God

Song of Repose and Sending

We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace by singing again of His goodness and
greatness.

It Was Finished Upon That Cross

Benediction
Because the hand of God’s wrath was raised against Jesus, we now receive the hand of God’s
blessing as we are sent out to live our lives to the glory of God.

May the LORD bless you and keep you;
May the LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
May the LORD turn His face toward you and give you His peace,
Both now and forevermore. Amen.

Resources

Tim Keller, Generous Justice

Christopher Watkin, Biblical Critical Theory

Michael Williams, Hidden Prophets of the Bible

Christopher Wright, Old Testament Ethics for the People of God


https://www.christianbook.com/generous-justice-gods-grace-makes-just/timothy-keller/9781594486074/pd/486074?event=BRSRCG%7CPSEN
https://www.christianbook.com/the-ragamuffin-gospel-brennan-manning/9781590525029/pd/525020?event=BRSRCG%7CPSEN
https://www.christianbook.com/biblical-critical-bibles-unfolding-modern-culture/christopher-watkin/9780310128724/pd/0128724?event=BRSRCG%7CPSEN
https://www.christianbook.com/hidden-prophets-finding-gospel-through-malachi/michael-williams/9781434711304/pd/711309?event=BRSRCG%7CPSEN
https://www.christianbook.com/testament-ethics-for-the-people-god/christopher-wright/9780830839612/pd/839612?event=BRSRCG%7CPSEN

Proclamation of God’'s Word

A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

4:1 “Hear this word, you cows of Bashan, who are on the mountain of Samaria,
who oppress the poor, who crush the needy, who say to your husbands,
‘Bring, that we may drink!" 2 The Lord GOD has sworn by his holiness that,
behold, the days are coming upon you, when they shall take you away with
hooks, even the last of you with fishhooks.

5:11 Therefore because you trample on the poor and you exact taxes of grain
from him, you have built houses of hewn stone, but you shall not dwell in them;
you have planted pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink their wine. 12 For
| know how many are your transgressions and how great are your sins— you
who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, and turn aside the needy in the
gate. 13 Therefore he who is prudent will keep silent in such a time, for it is an
evil time. 14 Seek good, and not evil, that you may live; and so the LORD, the
God of hosts, will be with you, as you have said. 15 Hate evil, and love good,
and establish justice in the gate; it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts,
will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.

5:21 "I hate, | despise your feasts, and | take no delight in your solemn
assemblies. 22 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain
offerings, | will not accept them; and the peace offerings of your fattened
animals, | will not look upon them. 23 Take away from me the noise of your
songs; to the melody of your harps | will not listen. 24 But let justice roll down
like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

6:4 “Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory and stretch themselves out on their
couches, and eat lambs from the flock and calves from the midst of the stall,
5 who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp and like David invent for
themselves instruments of music, 6 who drink wine in bowls and anoint
themselves with the finest oils, but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 7
Therefore they shall now be the first of those who go into exile, and the revelry
of those who stretch themselves out shall pass away.”

9:11 “In that day | will raise up the booth of David that is fallen and repair its
breaches, and raise up its ruins and rebuild it as in the days of old, 12 that they
may possess the remnant of Edom and all the nations who are called by my
name,” declares the LORD who does this. 13 “"Behold, the days are coming,”
declares the LORD, “"when the plowman shall overtake the reaper and the
treader of grapes him who sows the seed; the mountains shall drip sweet
wine, and all the hills shall flow with it. 14 | will restore the fortunes of my
people Israel, and they shall rebuild the ruined cities and inhabit them; they
shall plant vineyards and drink their wine, and they shall make gardens and eat
their fruit. 15 I will plant them on their land, and they shall never again be
uprooted out of the land that | have given them,” says the LORD your God.

Pg. 766 (Amos 4:1-2, 5:11-15, 5:21-24, 6:4-7, 9:11-15 ESV)



Sermon Series: Vocabulary of the Faith
Sermon Title: Justice
Date: March 16, 2025

Hook: What kind of hypocrite annoys you the most?

I. DEFINITION OF JUSTICE
"The righteous are willing to disadvantage themselves to advantage the community;
the wicked are willing to disadvantage the community to advantage themselves.”

— Bruce Waltke

Il. SUFFOCATION OF JUSTICE

"Middle-class people are hard workers and they’ve earned what they get. And I'm
afraid the middle-class in spirit are basically legalists. Spiritually speaking, these are
people who say, 'Yes, God loves me and | deserve it because I've worked very hard. |
read the Bible and | pray and I’'m keeping the 10 commandments and I’'m trying my best,
and he owes me a good life.' That’s middle-class in spirit.” — Tim Keller

I1l. OXYGENATION OF JUSTICE
"When Christians who understand the gospel see a poor person, they realize they are
looking into a mirror.” — Tim Keller

Takeaway: Let justice roll!



LENTEN DEVOTIONAL
“THE CHAMPION"

SCRIPTURE: Psalm 68:7-18 (ESV)

Psalm 68:7-18 is a song of praise for the power of God as seen in
salvation. There are three movements in this passage. Verses 7-10
describe the power of God in delivering the people of Israel from their
bondage in Egypt. Then, verses 11-14 recount the power of God in the
present to preserve his people as they lived amongst their enemies.
Finally, verses 15-18 rejoice in the power of God that will safely bring his
people home to the mountain of God. These three movements describe
the life of a Christian as well. How are all these wonderful truths
possible? These benefits are secured for us because of our champion.

Psalm 68:18 refers to one who ascended on high, leading forth a host of
captives in his train. According to St. Paul, this passage is describing
Christ Jesus, particularly the victory accomplished by him through his
resurrection from the dead (Ephesians 4:8). In Hebrews 12:2 we are told
to keep our eyes on Jesus, the “archegos” of our faith. Although it has
been variously translated as “author” or “pioneer,” the best translation
would be “champion.” Jesus went toe-to-toe with sin and death and
won! He fought the battle on our behalf with death and secured the
victory. Now, we can rest in him, knowing that the very same power that
raised Jesus from the dead is also at work in us (1 Corinthians 6:14).

Do you find yourself anxious today, maybe fearful of what the future
holds? Let the truth of these verses be a reminder that the power of God
is present in your life because of the work of our champion. Because of
him we have been brought out of bondage, are being preserved day by
day, and through his grace we shall arrive safely home.

PRAYER

Heavenly Father, we give you thanks for the power present in our lives
because of our champion, Christ Jesus, and would ask that today we
would find ourselves equipped with courage and joy because of him
who ascended on high. In Christ’s name. Amen.

Taken from Redeemer NYC’s Daily Lenten Devotional

Lenten Devotionals & Playlists
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Announcements

Lent Resources: The season of Lent runs 40 days through Holy Week. It is a reminder
of Jesus' own 40 days in the wilderness, where He fasted and was tempted. Lent is a time
of repentance and fasting, of preparation and penitence, as we look ahead with
anticipation to His death and resurrection. To assist you in this season, we have Lenten
resources on our app and website. There you will find daily devotionals as well as Spotify
and Apple Music playlists.

Communion Throughout Lent: During the season of Lent, we will take Communion
together weekly. As we prepare our hearts for corporate worship throughout the weeks
of Lent, please also prepare your hearts to participate in the sacrament of Communion.

RUF at USF Hymn-Sing: RUF at USF is inviting their supporting churches to come and
worship with them Sunday, April 13 at 7 pm at St. Catherine's Episcopal Church (502
Druid Hills Rd). We encourage you to attend if you are able.

Student Ministry Fundraiser: Sunday, May 18, following the worship service, we are
hosting a lunch to raise scholarship money for students to attend summer camp! Come
support the student ministry in Covenant Hall where students will serve lunch and wait
tables. Price per plate is whatever you are willing to pay to help send students to camp.
Lunch will be followed by a dessert auction. If you have a dessert you think others would
enjoy, please sign up at redeemerwh.org/dos.

Family Fest: During the student ministry fundraiser Sunday, May 18, we will be
having an event for families with a bubble train, inflatables, and face painting. You won't
want to miss this! This is a great opportunity to bring a friend!

Get Connected: The best way to stay up-to-date with what's happening at Redeemer is
through our online newsletter (redeemerwh.org/newsletter) and our mobile app
(redeemerwh.org/app).

Worship Playlists: Follow our weekly set list on Spotify and Apple Music so that you can
become familiar with the songs that we'll be singing on Sundays. You can find the playlist
on the "RedeemerWH" app (above) or at: (redeemerwh.org/worship).

Our Mission
Our mission is to make Jesus' invisible kingdom visible in Winter Haven,
Polk County, and the world.

Church Planting
One of the ways we hope to accomplish our mission is by planting new
churches throughout Polk County. We proudly partner with Renew Polk
(renewpolk.org) and the Florida Church Planting Network (flchurchplanting.org).

Community Groups
We also meet during the week in homes for what we call Community Groups.
They are intended to be the primary "church" experience for all who are a
part of Redeemer. If you are interested in visiting a community group,
contact Ashley Bennett, ashmbennett1013@gmail.com.

MISSION ' 2025 GOAL: $50,000
FUND RECEIVED: $3,509

redeemerwinterhaven.org | (863) 298-9849

Mobile App: redeemerwh.org/app | facebook.com/redeemerwh
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