
To all who are weary and desire rest, to all who mourn and 
long for comfort, to all who sin and need a Savior, Redeemer 
opens wide her doors with a welcome from King Jesus the 

mighty Friend of sinners, the Ally of his enemies, the 
Defender of the indefensible.

Season of the Cross: Purple for Lent
The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday and runs 40 days through 
Holy Week. It is a reminder of Jesus' own 40 days in the wilderness, where 
He fasted and was tempted. Lent is a time of repentance and fasting, of 
preparation and penitence, as we look ahead with anticipation to His death 
and resurrection.

March 23, 2025  — The Third Sunday of Lent



Call to Worship: Psalm 113
We read God’s Word, the Bible, together. It reminds us of who God is and what He expects   
from us.

Leader: The Lord is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens!

People: Who is like the Lord our God, who is seated on high, who looks 
far down on the heavens and the earth?

Leader: He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash 
heap, to make them sit with princes, with the princes of his people. 

People: Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time forth and 
forevermore! From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the 
LORD is to be praised!

Song of Ascent
The first song we sing together guides us as we "go up" or approach the presence of God to 
worship Him. This song is meant to rouse us to worship and awaken our hearts.

Come Behold The Wondrous Mystery

Reading of the Law: Lamentations 3:22-24, 31-33
While the law cannot justify us or make us righteous; it is a teacher given to lead us to Christ, the 
fulfiller of the law.

3:22 The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to 
an end; 23 they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 24 “The 
LORD is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.”

3:31 For the Lord will not cast off forever, 32 but, though he cause grief, he will 
have compassion according to the abundance of his steadfast love; 33 for he 
does not afflict from his heart or grieve the children of men.

Prayer of Adoration and Confession
We pray together, praising God for who He really is (Adoration) and admitting our inability to  
live up to what He expects of us (Confession).

Corporate Confession of Sin: Martin Luther
In a culture that avoids talk of sin and culpability, regular prayers of confession foster honesty and
openness in our relationship with God. We confess sin in the context of the covenant Lord’s love
shown to us through Jesus Christ. We offer our confession as part of a covenantal relationship.

O Lord, I do not deserve a glimpse of heaven, and I am unable with my 
works to redeem myself from sin, death, the devil, and hell. 
Nevertheless, you have given me your Son, Jesus Christ, who is far more 
precious and dear than heaven, and much stronger than sin, death, the 
devil, and hell. For this I rejoice, praise, and thank you, O God. Without 
cost and out of pure grace you have given me this boundless blessing in 
your dear Son. Through him you take sin, death, and hell from me, and 
do grant me all that belongs to him. Amen.



Song of Repentance
In this song of repentance we acknowledge our sin and our need of a Savior.

Most Merciful God

Assurance of Pardon: Colossians 1:15-20
We read God’s Word together and are reminded that grace and mercy are freely given to all who 
have faith in Jesus Christ.

1:15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by 
him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created 
through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 
preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 
making peace by the blood of his cross. 

Greeting
In Jesus, we have not only been reconciled to God, we have also been reconciled to one another. 
Therefore, we greet one another as brothers and sisters.

Songs of Praise and Celebration
Our response to God’s free grace is celebratory worship. We express our praise to God for who 
He is and what He has done to save us.

His Mercy Is More
Shepherd

Worship Through Giving: Give Online at redeemerwh.org/give
We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace for us in Jesus by giving generously to 
the work of this church and the kingdom of God.

Kids’ Worship Dismissal
Children through fifth grade are dismissed for kids' worship.

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession
We again express in prayer our gratitude to God for what he has done and ask him to continue to 
act for our good and the good of others in our community and the world.

Proclamation of God’s Word
A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

Micah 3:9-4:8; 5:2-5; 7:18-20

https://redeemerwh.org/give


Sacrament of Communion
The ritual meal of Communion is a sign and seal of the grace we have in Jesus. That is, it 
symbolizes the work Christ did for our salvation (sign) and communicates the grace and mercy 
we have been given (seal) as a result of His death and resurrection.

How Deep The Father's Love For Us

Song of Repose and Sending
We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace by singing again of His goodness and 
greatness.

Jesus There's No One Like You

Benediction
Because the hand of God’s wrath was raised against Jesus, we now receive the hand of God’s 
blessing as we are sent out to live our lives to the glory of God.

May the LORD bless you and keep you; 
May the LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

May the LORD turn His face toward you and give you His peace, 
Both now and forevermore. Amen.

Resources
Cornelius Plantinga, Not The Way It’s Supposed To Be
James Montgomery Boice, The Minor Prophets
Tim Keller, Walking with God Through Pain and Suffering

https://www.christianbook.com/not-the-its-supposed-breviary-sin/cornelius-plantinga/9780802842183/pd/42186?event=BRSRCG%7CPSEN
https://www.christianbook.com/the-ragamuffin-gospel-brennan-manning/9781590525029/pd/525020?event=BRSRCG%7CPSEN
https://www.christianbook.com/boice-commentary-series-minor-prophets-volumes/james-boice/9780801066481/pd/66489?event=BRSRCG%7CPSEN
https://www.christianbook.com/walking-with-through-pain-and-suffering/timothy-keller/9781594634406/pd/634406?event=BRSRCG%7CPSEN


Proclamation of God’s Word
A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

3:9 Hear this, you heads of the house of Jacob and rulers of the house of 
Israel, who detest justice and make crooked all that is straight, 10 who build 
Zion with blood and Jerusalem with iniquity. 11 Its heads give judgment for a 
bribe; its priests teach for a price; its prophets practice divination for money; 
yet they lean on the LORD and say, “Is not the LORD in the midst of us?No 
disaster shall come upon us.” 12 Therefore because of you Zion shall be 
plowed as a field; Jerusalem shall become a heap of ruins, and the mountain 
of the house a wooded height.

4:1 It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of 
the LORD shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and it shall be 
lifted up above the hills; and peoples shall flow to it, 2 and many nations shall 
come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house 
of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in 
his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD 
from Jerusalem. 3 He shall judge between many peoples, and shall decide 
disputes for strong nations far away; and they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore; 4 but they shall sit every 
man under his vine and under his fig tree, and no one shall make them afraid, 
for the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken. 5 For all the peoples walk each 
in the name of its god, but we will walk in the name of the LORD our God 
forever and ever. 6 In that day, declares the LORD, I will assemble the lame and 
gather those who have been driven away and those whom I have afflicted; 7 
and the lame I will make the remnant, and those who were cast off, a strong 
nation; and the LORD will reign over them in Mount Zion from this time forth 
and forevermore. 8 And you, O tower of the flock, hill of the daughter of Zion, 
to you shall it come, the former dominion shall come, kingship for the daughter 
of Jerusalem.

5:2  But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans 
of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. 3 Therefore he shall give 
them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest 
of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 4 And he shall stand and 
shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of 
the LORD his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the 
ends of the earth. 5 And he shall be their peace. When the Assyrian comes 
into our land and treads in our palaces, then we will raise against him seven 
shepherds and eight princes of men;

7:18 Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over transgression 
for the remnant of his inheritance? He does not retain his anger forever, 
because he delights in steadfast love. 19 He will again have compassion on us; 
he will tread our iniquities underfoot. You will cast all our sins into the depths 
of the sea. 20 You will show faithfulness to Jacob and steadfast love to 
Abraham,  as you have sworn to our fathers from the days of old.

Pg. 777 (Micah 3:9-4:8; 5:2-5; 7:18-20 ESV)



Sermon Series: Vocabulary of the Faith
Sermon Title: Shalom
Date: March 23, 2025

Hook: What words or illustrations come to mind when you think of 
the word “shalom?”

I.  THE VANDALISM OF SHALOM
“God hates sin not just because it violates his law, but, more substantively, because it 
violates shalom, because it breaks the peace, and because it interferes with the way 
things are supposed to be.” - Cornelius Plantinga

II.  THE PERSONIFICATION OF SHALOM
“And He shall be their peace.” - Micah 5:5

III.  THE SPONSOR OF SHALOM
“The same God who has demonstrated his power to break and mar has also the power 
to mend and make anew.” - Leslie Allen

Takeaway: Be a preserver, not a disturber.



LENTEN DEVOTIONAL
“THE WATERS”

SCRIPTURE: ISAIAH 55:1-7 (ESV)
In these verses, the Holy One of Israel is crying out through Isaiah, 
pleading with his people on the eve of destruction to return to the true 
fountain of life. It is an emphatic call to come without barrier to the 
eternal spring of living waters. Verses 2 and 3 make clear that this water 
is the word of God. The invitation is to drink deeply: to receive the word, 
reason with it, delight in it, to listen to it like they had never listened 
before. “Listen diligently” (v. 2) is literally, “Listen-listen!” a call for 
undivided and sustained attention. Ultimately, this word is meant to 
save them (v. 3), transform them (v. 7), and make them a blessing to the 
entire world (v. 5). They are being called into communion with their 
compassionate God (v. 7). But they refuse to hear him (6:9).

Lent is a time for us to admit the same tendencies displayed by Isaiah’s 
audience. For reasons conscious and less conscious, we are prone to 
neglect God’s word, and ultimately, God himself. Given enough time 
apart from the Scriptures, a kind of spiritual amnesia sets in, where we 
forget the taste that is sweeter than honey and the drippings of the 
honeycomb (Psalm 19:10). Lent is an invitation to see Christ as the 
woman at the well came to see him — as the pure, limitless satisfaction 
for our thirsty souls. It is our invitation to return to that well and drink 
deeply. Whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be 
thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring 
of water welling up to eternal life (John 4:14).

PRAYER
Gracious Lord, in compassion you call us. By your mercy, open our ears 
to hear your voice, and hearing you, to return. Remove the scales from 
our eyes and unveil for us the wonders of your word. Your glories are 
revealed there. Be our delight. Be our satisfaction. Awaken in us a new 
sense of expectancy, as those who put their trust in you will never be 
put to shame. Glorious Lord, we are yours. In Christ’s name. Amen.

Taken from Redeemer NYC’s Daily Lenten Devotional
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Announcements
Lent Resources: The season of Lent runs 40 days through Holy Week. It is a reminder 
of Jesus' own 40 days in the wilderness, where He fasted and was tempted. Lent is a time 
of repentance and fasting, of preparation and penitence, as we look ahead with 
anticipation to His death and resurrection. To assist you in this season, we have Lenten 
resources on our app and website. There you will find daily devotionals as well as Spotify 
and Apple Music playlists.

Communion Throughout Lent: During the season of Lent, we will take Communion 
together weekly. As we prepare our hearts for corporate worship throughout the weeks 
of Lent, please also prepare your hearts to participate in the sacrament of Communion.

RUF at USF Hymn-Sing: RUF at USF is inviting their supporting churches to come and 
worship with them Sunday, April 13 at 7 pm at St. Catherine’s Episcopal Church (502 
Druid Hills Rd). We encourage you to attend if you are able.

Student Ministry Fundraiser: Sunday, May 18, following the worship service, we are 
hosting a lunch to raise scholarship money for students to attend summer camp! Come 
support the student ministry in Covenant Hall where students will serve lunch and wait 
tables. Price per plate is whatever you are willing to pay to help send students to camp. 
Lunch will be followed by a dessert auction. If you have a dessert you think others would 
enjoy, please sign up at redeemerwh.org/dos. 

Family Fest: During the student ministry fundraiser Sunday, May 18, we will be 
having an event for families with a bubble train, inflatables, and face painting. You won't 
want to miss this! This is a great opportunity to bring a friend!

Get Connected: The best way to stay up-to-date with what’s happening at Redeemer is 
through our online newsletter (redeemerwh.org/newsletter) and our mobile app 
(redeemerwh.org/app). 

Worship Playlists: Follow our weekly set list on Spotify and Apple Music so that you can 
become familiar with the songs that we'll be singing on Sundays. You can find the playlist 
on the "RedeemerWH" app (above) or at: (redeemerwh.org/worship).

Our Mission
Our mission is to make Jesus' invisible kingdom visible in Winter Haven, 

Polk County, and the world.

Church Planting
One of the ways we hope to accomplish our mission is by planting new 
churches throughout Polk County. We proudly partner with Renew Polk 

(renewpolk.org) and the Florida Church Planting Network (flchurchplanting.org).

Community Groups
We also meet during the week in homes for what we call Community Groups. 

They are intended to be the primary "church" experience for all who are a 
part of Redeemer. If you are interested in visiting a community group, 

contact Ashley Bennett, ashmbennett1013@gmail.com.
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