= REDEEMER

WINTER HAVEN

To all who are weary and desire rest, to all who mourn and
long for comfort, to all who sin and need a Savior, Redeemer
opens wide her doors with a welcome from King Jesus the
mighty Friend of sinners, the Ally of his enemies, the
Defender of the indefensible.

March 30, 2025 — The Fourth Sunday of Lent

Season of the Cross: Purple for Lent

The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday and runs 40 days through
Holy Week. It is a reminder of Jesus' own 40 days in the wilderness, where
He fasted and was tempted. Lent is a time of repentance and fasting, of

preparation and penitence, as we look ahead with anticipation to His death
and resurrection.



Call to Worship: Isaiah 55:6-11

We read God'’s Word, the Bible, together. It reminds us of who God is and what He expects
from us.

Leader: Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near;
let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him
return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for
he will abundantly pardon.

People: For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways
my ways, declares the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts.

Leader: For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not
return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed
to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from
my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which |
purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which | sent it.

Song of Ascent

The first song we sing together guides us as we "go up" or approach the presence of God to
worship Him. This song is meant to rouse us to worship and awaken our hearts.

O Church Arise

Reading of the Law: Deuteronomy 4:15-20
While the law cannot justify us or make us righteous; it is a teacher given to lead us to Christ, the
fulfiller of the law.

4:15 “Therefore watch yourselves very carefully. Since you saw no form on the
day that the LORD spoke to you at Horeb out of the midst of the fire, 16 beware
lest you act corruptly by making a carved image for yourselves, in the form of
any figure, the likeness of male or female, 17 the likeness of any animal that is
on the earth, the likeness of any winged bird that flies in the air, 18 the likeness
of anything that creeps on the ground, the likeness of any fish that is in the
water under the earth. 19 And beware lest you raise your eyes to heaven, and
when you see the sun and the moon and the stars, all the host of heaven, you
be drawn away and bow down to them and serve them, things that the LORD
your God has allotted to all the peoples under the whole heaven. 20 But the
LORD has taken you and brought you out of the iron furnace, out of Egypt, to
be a people of his own inheritance, as you are this day.

Prayer of Adoration and Confession

We pray together, praising God for who He really is (Adoration) and admitting our inability to
live up to what He expects of us (Confession).

Corporate Confession of Sin: Valley of Vision

In a culture that avoids talk of sin and culpability, regular prayers of confession foster honesty and
openness in our relationship with God. We confess sin in the context of the covenant Lord’s love
shown to us through Jesus Christ. We offer our confession as part of a covenantal relationship.



Leader: Holy Lord, We have sinned times without number and been guilty of
pride and unbelief, of failure to find your mind in your Word, of neglect to seek
you in our daily lives.

People: My transgressions and short-comings present me with a list of
accusations, But | bless you that they will not stand against me, for all
have been laid on Christ.

Leader: Go on to subdue our corruptions, and grant us grace to live above
them. Let not the passions of the flesh nor lustings of the mind bring our spirit
into subjection, but do rule over us in liberty and power.

People: Go on with your patient work, answering 'no’' to my wrongful
prayers, and fitting me to accept it.

Leader: Purge us from every false desire, every base aspiration, everything
contrary to your rule.

People: | thank you for your wisdom and your love, for all the acts of
discipline to which I am subject, for sometimes putting me into the
furnace to refine my gold and remove my dross.

Song of Repentance

In this song of repentance we acknowledge our sin and our need of a Savior.

Most Merciful God

Assurance of Pardon: Psalm 103:1-5

We read God'’s Word together and are reminded that grace and mercy are freely given to all who
have faith in Jesus Christ.

103:1 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name!
2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, 3 who forgives all
your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, 4 who redeems your life from the pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 5 who satisfies you with good
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

Greeting

In Jesus, we have not only been reconciled to God, we have also been reconciled to one another.
Therefore, we greet one another as brothers and sisters.

Songs of Praise and Celebration

Our response to God'’s free grace is celebratory worship. We express our praise to God for who
He is and what He has done to save us.

Come Thou Fount
Goodness of God


https://redeemerwh.org/give

Worship Through Giving: Give Online at redeemerwh.org/give

We respond to the good news of God'’s mercy and grace for us in Jesus by giving generously to
the work of this church and the kingdom of God.

Kids' Worship Dismissal
Children through fifth grade are dismissed for kids' worship.

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession

We again express in prayer our gratitude to God for what he has done and ask him to continue to
act for our good and the good of others in our community and the world.

Proclamation of God's Word

A small portion of God'’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

Jonah 3:10-4:11

Sacrament of Communion

The ritual meal of Communion is a sign and seal of the grace we have in Jesus. That is, it
symbolizes the work Christ did for our salvation (sign) and communicates the grace and mercy
we have been given (seal) as a result of His death and resurrection.

| Asked The Lord

Song of Repose and Sending

We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace by singing again of His goodness and
greatness.

Christ Be All Around Me

Benediction
Because the hand of God'’s wrath was raised against Jesus, we now receive the hand of God'’s
blessing as we are sent out to live our lives to the glory of God.

May the LORD bless you and keep you;
May the LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
May the LORD turn His face toward you and give you His peace,
Both now and forevermore. Amen.


https://redeemerwh.org/give

Proclamation of God’'s Word

A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

3:10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God
relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not
do it.

4:1But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry. 2 And he prayed to
the LORD and said, "O LORD, is not this what | said when | was yet in my
country? That is why | made haste to flee to Tarshish; for | knew that you are a
gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and
relenting from disaster. 3 Therefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me,
for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4 And the LORD said, "Do you do well
to be angry?”

4:5 Jonah went out of the city and sat to the east of the city and made a booth
for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, till he should see what would
become of the city. 6 Now the LORD God appointed a plant and made it come
up over Jonah, that it might be a shade over his head, to save him from his
discomfort. So Jonah was exceedingly glad because of the plant. 7 But when
dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the plant, so
that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God appointed a scorching east wind,
and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint. And he
asked that he might die and said, "It is better for me to die than to live.” 9 But
God said to Jonah, “"Do you do well to be angry for the plant?” And he said,
"Yes, | do well to be angry, angry enough to die.” 10 And the LORD said, “You
pity the plant, for which you did not labor, nor did you make it grow, which
came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11 And should not | pity
Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do
not know their right hand from their left, and also much cattle?”

Pg. 775 (Jonah 3:10-4:11 ESV)



Sermon Series: Vocabulary of the Faith
Sermon Title: Appointment
Date: March 30, 2025

I. JONAH'S STORMY HEART

Il. GOD'S SEVERE MERCY

Ill. THE PECULIAR CLIFFHANGER

Takeaway: /n Gods's appointing He breaks us, He mends us, and He
sends us.



LENTEN DEVOTIONAL
“THE GOOD SHEPHERD”"

SCRIPTURE: EZEKIEL 34:23-31 (ESV)

The image of the people of God as a flock of sheep occurs several times
throughout the Bible. In the earlier part of Ezekiel 34, the current
shepherds (rulers of Israel) are rebuked for their abuse of power (34:1-22).
The prophet describes a situation where they had grown fat and
wealthy at the expense of the very people they were supposed to care
for. We are told that because of that, God would bring judgment on
them. The chapter changes in its focus as the warning turns into a
promise for the future in the verses above. Not only will the Lord save his
sheep, he will also appoint a king who, like David, will shepherd them in
such a way as to bring lasting peace (v. 25). It was peace and rest which
humanity lost through sin (Genesis 3:15; 4:8) and which prophets like
Ezekiel had been pointing to ever since (Isaiah 9:6-7). This is where we lift
our eyes to see Jesus, who is God's ideal shepherd-king and the opposite
of the corrupt leadership described in the earlier part of the chapter.

The gospel writers tell us that Jesus came to proclaim good news to the
poor, freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind (Luke
4:18). tis Jesus who lays down his life for his sheep so that we might have
peace with God and one another. And it is Jesus who will one day bring
everlasting peace to the world through his return (Revelation 21). In the
meantime, there are seasons of disappointment and suffering that can
sometimes make us lose hope that God will fulfill his promise. The
injustice of the world around us can make us cynical. It is at those times
that we must reflect on Jesus as our good shepherd and remember that
because he laid down his life for his sheep, we will one day “dwell in the
house of the Lord forever” (Psalm 23:6).

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, thank you for your love and care for your sheep. Thank you
for laying down your life on the cross so that | might know your peace
and be adopted into your family. During this season of reflection, in light
of your love for me, help me to find ways to seek peace in my
relationships and lay down my life for others. In Christ's name. Amen.

Taken from Redeemer NYC'’s Daily Lenten Devotional

Lenten Devotionals & Playlists
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Announcements

Lent Resources: The season of Lent runs 40 days through Holy Week. It is a reminder
of Jesus' own 40 days in the wilderness, where He fasted and was tempted. Lent is a time
of repentance and fasting, of preparation and penitence, as we look ahead with
anticipation to His death and resurrection. To assist you in this season, we have Lenten
resources on our app and website. There you will find daily devotionals as well as Spotify
and Apple Music playlists.

Communion Throughout Lent: During the season of Lent, we will take Communion
together weekly. As we prepare our hearts for corporate worship throughout the weeks
of Lent, please also prepare your hearts to participate in the sacrament of Communion.

RUF at USF Hymn-Sing: RUF at USF is inviting their supporting churches to come and
worship with them Sunday, April 13 at 7 pm at St. Catherine's Episcopal Church (502
Druid Hills Rd). We encourage you to attend if you are able.

Student Ministry Fundraiser: Sunday, May 18, following the worship service, we are
hosting a lunch to raise scholarship money for students to attend summer camp! Come
support the student ministry in Covenant Hall where students will serve lunch and wait
tables. Price per plate is whatever you are willing to pay to help send students to camp.
Lunch will be followed by a dessert auction. If you have a dessert you think others would
enjoy, please sign up at redeemerwh.org/dos.

Family Fest: During the student ministry fundraiser Sunday, May 18, we will be
having an event for families with a bubble train, inflatables, and face painting. You won't
want to miss this! This is a great opportunity to bring a friend!

Get Connected: The best way to stay up-to-date with what's happening at Redeemer is
through our online newsletter (redeemerwh.org/newsletter) and our mobile app
(redeemerwh.org/app).

Worship Playlists: Follow our weekly set list on Spotify and Apple Music so that you can
become familiar with the songs that we'll be singing on Sundays. You can find the playlist
on the "RedeemerWH" app (above) or at: (redeemerwh.org/worship).

Our Mission
Our mission is to make Jesus' invisible kingdom visible in Winter Haven,
Polk County, and the world.

Church Planting
One of the ways we hope to accomplish our mission is by planting new
churches throughout Polk County. We proudly partner with Renew Polk
(renewpolk.org) and the Florida Church Planting Network (flchurchplanting.org).

Community Groups
We also meet during the week in homes for what we call Community Groups.
They are intended to be the primary "church" experience for all who are a
part of Redeemer. If you are interested in visiting a community group,
contact Ashley Bennett, ashmbennett1013@gmail.com.

MISSION ' 2025 GOAL: $50,000
FUND RECEIVED: $3,509

redeemerwinterhaven.org | (863) 298-9849

Mobile App: redeemerwh.org/app | facebook.com/redeemerwh
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