
May 18, 2025 — Fifth Sunday of Eastertide

Season of the Cross: Gold for Eastertide
All the hopes and expectations of Christians are realized in the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead, making Easter the most celebrative day of the
church year. Because the good news of Easter can hardly be contained in a
single day’s celebration, Easter is only the first of fifty days of Eastertide—
the season leading up to Pentecost. This season is designed for extended
celebration, exploring the ramifications of Easter for the redemption of all
creation, and for joyful Christian living.

To all who are weary and desire rest, to all who mourn and 
long for comfort, to all who sin and need a Savior, Redeemer 

opens wide its doors with a welcome from King Jesus the 
mighty Friend of sinners, the Ally of his enemies, the 

Defender of the indefensible.



Call to Worship: Isaiah 30:15-18
We read God’s Word, the Bible, together. It reminds us of who God is and what He expects   
from us.

Leader:  In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and trust shall 
be your strength.

People: We turn our hearts to you, O God.  Give us rest. 

Leader: The Lord waits to be gracious to you. He exalts Himself to show mercy 
to you. For the Lord is a God of justice; blessed are those who wait for him. 

People: We wait for you, Lord. Have mercy on us. 

Song of Ascent
The first song we sing together guides us as we "go up" or approach the presence of God to 
worship Him. This song is meant to rouse us to worship and awaken our hearts.

This is My Father’s World

Reading of the Law: Psalm 50:7-15
While the law cannot justify us or make us righteous; it is a teacher given to lead us to Christ, the 
fulfiller of the law.

7  “Hear, O my people, and I will speak; O Israel, I will testify against you. I am 
God, your God. 8  Not for your sacrifices do I rebuke you; your burnt offerings 
are continually before me. 9  I will not accept a bull from your house or goats 
from your folds. 10  For every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle on a 
thousand hills. 11  I know all the birds of the hills, and all that moves in the field 
is mine. 12  “If I were hungry, I would not tell you, for the world and its fullness 
are mine. 13  Do I eat the flesh of bulls or drink the blood of goats? 14  Offer to 
God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and perform your vows to the Most High, 15  
and call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify 
me.”

Prayer of Adoration and Confession
We pray together, praising God for who He really is (Adoration) and admitting our inability to  
live up to what He expects of us (Confession).

Song of Repentance
In this song of repentance we acknowledge our sin and our need of a Savior.

Breathing the Breath

Assurance of Pardon: 2 Corinthians 4:7-16
We read God’s Word together and are reminded that grace and mercy are freely given to all who 
have faith in Jesus Christ.

7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power 
belongs to God and not to us…



…8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to 
despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10 
always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also 
may be manifested in our bodies. 11 For we who live are always being given 
over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested 
in our mortal flesh. 12 So death is at work in us, but life in you.

13 Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, 
“I believed, and so I spoke,” we also believe, and so we also speak, 14 knowing 
that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us 
with you into his presence. 15 For it is all for your sake, so that as grace 
extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of 
God.

16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner 
self is being renewed day by day.

Greeting
In Jesus, we have not only been reconciled to God, we have also been reconciled to one another. 
Therefore, we greet one another as brothers and sisters.

Songs of Praise and Celebration
Our response to God’s free grace is celebratory worship. We express our praise to God for who 
He is and what He has done to save us

Who Is Like The Lord (Psalm 113)
Sovereign Over Us

Receiving New Members
As was the case for believers in the Old and New Testaments, we are called to publicly confess 
our faith in the grace of God, to participate in the rituals of entrance into the people of God 
(circumcision in the Old and baptism in the New), and to acknowledge our membership with His 
people.

Karen & Rance Hafner 
Mac McAdams

Worship Through Giving: Give Online at redeemerwh.org/give
We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace for us in Jesus by giving generously to 
the work of this church and the kingdom of God.

Kids’ Worship Dismissal
Children through fifth grade are dismissed for kids' worship.

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession
We again express in prayer our gratitude to God for what he has done and ask him to continue to 
act for our good and the good of others in our community and the world.

https://redeemerwh.org/give


Proclamation of God’s Word
A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

Psalm 116

Song of Response & Sending
We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace by singing again of His goodness and 
greatness.

Thank You Jesus

Benediction
Because the hand of God’s wrath was raised against Jesus, we now receive the hand of God’s 
blessing as we are sent out to live our lives to the glory of God.

May the LORD bless you and keep you; 
May the LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

May the LORD turn His face toward you and give you His peace, 
Both now and forevermore. Amen.



Proclamation of God’s Word
A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

1  I love the Lord, because he has heard my voice and my pleas for mercy. 2  
Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 
3  The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 
I suffered distress and anguish. 4  Then I called on the name of the Lord: “O 
Lord, I pray, deliver my soul!” 

5  Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; our God is merciful. 6  The Lord 
preserves the simple; when I was brought low, he saved me. 7  Return, O my 
soul, to your rest; for the Lord has dealt bountifully with you. 

8  For you have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from 
stumbling; 9  I will walk before the Lord in the land of the living. 

10  I believed, even when I spoke: “I am greatly afflicted”; 11  I said in my alarm, 
“All mankind are liars.” 

12  What shall I render to the Lord for all his benefits to me? 13  I will lift up the 
cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord, 14  I will pay my vows to the 
Lord in the presence of all his people. 

15  Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints. 16  O Lord, I am 
your servant; I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have loosed 
my bonds. 17  I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the 
name of the Lord. 18  I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his 
people, 19  in the courts of the house of the Lord, in your midst, O Jerusalem. 
Praise the Lord!

Pg. 510 (Psalm 116 ESV)

Resources for Daily Worship
Jonathan Gibson, Be Thou My Vision
Trevin Wax, Psalms in 30 Days

Resources
Christopher Ash, Psalms
James M Boice, Psalms
Tim Keller, "Testimony Exercise" in Galatians Study
Paul Miller, A Praying Life

https://www.amazon.com/Be-Thou-My-Vision-Liturgy/dp/1433578190/ref=pd_lpo_d_sccl_1/134-8328808-9840923?pd_rd_w=nveVX&content-id=amzn1.sym.4c8c52db-06f8-4e42-8e56-912796f2ea6c&pf_rd_p=4c8c52db-06f8-4e42-8e56-912796f2ea6c&pf_rd_r=MD4N9ZEXMN4W5506NWMM&pd_rd_wg=drIhA&pd_rd_r=6412a7f8-cd0e-4cc7-8e32-ad83d6c0ba2c&pd_rd_i=1433578190&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Be-Thou-My-Vision-Liturgy/dp/1433578190/ref=pd_lpo_d_sccl_1/134-8328808-9840923?pd_rd_w=nveVX&content-id=amzn1.sym.4c8c52db-06f8-4e42-8e56-912796f2ea6c&pf_rd_p=4c8c52db-06f8-4e42-8e56-912796f2ea6c&pf_rd_r=MD4N9ZEXMN4W5506NWMM&pd_rd_wg=drIhA&pd_rd_r=6412a7f8-cd0e-4cc7-8e32-ad83d6c0ba2c&pd_rd_i=1433578190&psc=1
https://www.christianbook.com/csb-psalms-in-30-days/9781087749020/pd/749020?event=BRSRCG%7CPSEN
https://www.christianbook.com/psalms-christ-centered-commentary-volume-2/9781433563898/pd/563891?event=BRSRCG%7CPSEN
https://www.christianbook.com/psalms-christ-centered-commentary-volume-2/9781433563898/pd/563891?event=BRSRCG%7CPSEN
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0801065860/
https://cpmfiles1.com/redeemerwinterhaven.org/galatians_keller_testimony.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Praying-Life-Connecting-Distracting-World/dp/1631466836


Sermon Series: The Psalms of Praise
Sermon Title: A Personal Rescue
Date: May 18, 2025

Hook: Psalm 116 begins, "I love the Lord, because..." How would you 
finish that sentence?  

I.  BELIEVING
"I believed, even when I spoke..." (Psalm 116:10)

II.  RETURNING TO REST
"Return, O my soul, to your rest; for the Lord has dealt bountifully with you" (Psalm 
116:7)

III.  GIVING THANKS
"I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving" (Psalm 116:17)

Takeaway:  Do life through prayer! 



Grace permeates Galatians. The letter is about protecting the truth of the 
gospel, which declares what God has done in Christ for sinners. The gospel 
cannot be supplemented by human effort or obedience. If human obedience is 
“dialed in” to any degree, salvation is impossible. Rescue from sin must be all of 
grace. And this is what God has done in Jesus.

Paul wrote the letter to a group of Christians whom false teachers had 
infiltrated. Among these newly established congregations, the false teachers (or 
“Judaizers”) were teaching “a different gospel” (Gal. 1:6) that required 
Gentiles to adopt Jewish works of the law in order to be justified before God. 
Paul reminds these congregations of the sufficiency of the gospel he preached 
among them. Any attempt to add to the gospel by human effort becomes a 
denial of grace and renders Christ’s death pointless (Gal. 2:21).

The Christian life from beginning to end is the result of God’s grace and is 
empowered by the work of the Holy Spirit. We begin by grace and move on by 
grace (Gal. 3:1–5). The supreme demonstration of God’s provision for sinful 
humanity is seen in the death and resurrection of Jesus. When people try to 
cooperate with God for their salvation, with works of the law being “their part” 
and the cross being “God’s part,” the cross is emptied of its significance. There 
is nothing a Christian can do to add to what Christ has done to rescue us from 
the eternal consequences of sin, and any effort to supplement his saving work 
demonstrates a lack of understanding of the gospel. Human effort will not 
transform the heart of the sinner. Such internal transformation through the 
work of the Holy Spirit results in a new life conforming to Christ’s character. 
The Spirit is given by God to indwell and enable the Christian to reflect more 
closely the moral character of our Savior (Gal. 5:22–23).

Galatians is a declaration of freedom from the condemnation of sin and from a 
performance mindset. Looking to Christ, the culmination of all the promises of 
the Old Testament, sinners can be freely counted righteous in him. Perhaps 
nowhere in the Bible is this clearer than in Paul’s letter to the Galatians.

From The Gospel Transformation Bible, 
"The Gospel in Galatians"

Galatians



redeemerwinterhaven.org  |  (863) 298-9849
Mobile App: redeemerwh.org/app  |  facebook.com/redeemerwh

2025 GOAL: $50,000
RECEIVED: $5,516

Announcements
Student Ministry Fundraiser & Family Fest: Stick around after the worship service, we 
are hosting a lunch to raise scholarship money for students to attend summer camp!  
Lunch will be followed by a dessert auction. During the event we’ll have inflatables and 
other activities for children. 

Get Connected Lunch: Are you new to Redeemer or would you simply like to know more 
about how to connect to our church? Please join us for our Get Connected Lunch on June 
8 in Covenant Hall following the service! For food planning & childcare purposes, 
please let us know you plan to attend by providing a quick RSVP: redeemerwh.org/rsvp. 

Water Day: We're excited for Water Day, Saturday May 31, from 9:30am-12pm at 
Redeemer. We will have inflatables for the kids and a Kona Ice truck. Please bring 
sunscreen, towels, and lawn chairs- snacks and drinks will be provided. Each child must 
be accompanied by a parent/guardian.

Summer Camps: Parents of middle and high school students, please mark your 
calendars for June 9-14 (Southland High School Camp) and July 7-11 (Southland 
Middle School Camp). These camps are great opportunities for fellowship, worship, and 
fun, and we encourage all students to attend. To learn more information and register for 
camp, please visit redeemerwh.org/rsvp. 

Women’s Retreat: Ladies of Redeemer, please save the date for our Women's Retreat, 
January 30- February 1, 2026. More details will be announced in the coming months. 
We hope to see you there!

Get Connected: The best way to stay up-to-date with what’s happening at Redeemer is 
through our online newsletter (redeemerwh.org/newsletter) and our mobile app 
(redeemerwh.org/app). 

Worship Playlists: Follow our weekly set list on Spotify and Apple Music so that you can 
become familiar with the songs that we'll be singing on Sundays. You can find the playlist 
on the "RedeemerWH" app (above) or at: (redeemerwh.org/worship).

Our Mission
Our mission is to make Jesus' invisible kingdom visible in Winter Haven, 

Polk County, and the world.

Church Planting
One of the ways we hope to accomplish our mission is by planting new 
churches throughout Polk County. We proudly partner with Renew Polk 

(renewpolk.org) and the Florida Church Planting Network
 (flchurchplanting.org).

Community Groups
We also meet during the week in homes for what we call Community Groups. 

They are intended to be the primary "church" experience for all who are a 
part of Redeemer. If you are interested in visiting a community group, 

contact Ashley Bennett, ashmbennett1013@gmail.com.

https://redeemerwinterhaven.org
https://redeemerwh.org/app
https://facebook.com/redeemerwh
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https://redeemerwh.org/newsletter
https://redeemerwh.org/app
https://redeemerwh.org/worship
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