
May 25, 2025 — Sixth Sunday of Eastertide

Season of the Cross: Gold for Eastertide
All the hopes and expectations of Christians are realized in the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead, making Easter the most celebrative day of the
church year. Because the good news of Easter can hardly be contained in a
single day’s celebration, Easter is only the first of fifty days of Eastertide—
the season leading up to Pentecost. This season is designed for extended
celebration, exploring the ramifications of Easter for the redemption of all
creation, and for joyful Christian living.

To all who are weary and desire rest, to all who mourn and 
long for comfort, to all who sin and need a Savior, Redeemer 

opens wide its doors with a welcome from King Jesus the 
mighty Friend of sinners, the Ally of his enemies, the 

Defender of the indefensible.



Call to Worship: Psalm 117
We read God’s Word, the Bible, together. It reminds us of who God is and what He expects   
from us.

Leader: Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol him, all peoples!

People: For great is his steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness of 
the LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD! 

Song of Ascent
The first song we sing together guides us as we "go up" or approach the presence of God to 
worship Him. This song is meant to rouse us to worship and awaken our hearts.

How Great Thou Art

Reading of the Law: 1 Peter 2:1-7
While the law cannot justify us or make us righteous; it is a teacher given to lead us to Christ, the 
fulfiller of the law.

1 So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow 
up into salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4 As you 
come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and 
precious, 5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion 
a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will 
not be put to shame.” 7 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who 
do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone.”

Prayer of Adoration and Confession
We pray together, praising God for who He really is (Adoration) and admitting our inability to  
live up to what He expects of us (Confession).

Song of Repentance
In this song of repentance we acknowledge our sin and our need of a Savior.

Breathing the Breath

Assurance of Pardon: Romans 8:31-39
We read God’s Word together and are reminded that grace and mercy are freely given to all who 
have faith in Jesus Christ.

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against 
us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will 
he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any 
charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn?… 



…Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is 
at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, 
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep 
to be slaughtered.” 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.

Greeting
In Jesus, we have not only been reconciled to God, we have also been reconciled to one another. 
Therefore, we greet one another as brothers and sisters.

Songs of Praise and Celebration
Our response to God’s free grace is celebratory worship. We express our praise to God for who 
He is and what He has done to save us

Forever
Abide With Me

Worship Through Giving: Give Online at redeemerwh.org/give
We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace for us in Jesus by giving generously to 
the work of this church and the kingdom of God.

Kids’ Worship Dismissal
Children through fifth grade are dismissed for kids' worship.

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession
We again express in prayer our gratitude to God for what he has done and ask him to continue to 
act for our good and the good of others in our community and the world.

Proclamation of God’s Word
A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

Psalm 118

Song of Response & Sending
We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace by singing again of His goodness and 
greatness.

Cornerstone



Benediction
Because the hand of God’s wrath was raised against Jesus, we now receive the hand of God’s 
blessing as we are sent out to live our lives to the glory of God.

May the LORD bless you and keep you; 
May the LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

May the LORD turn His face toward you and give you His peace, 
Both now and forevermore. Amen.

Resources for Daily Worship
Jonathan Gibson, Be Thou My Vision
Trevin Wax, Psalms in 30 Days

Resources
Christopher Ash, Psalms
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Psalms: Prayer Book of the Bible



Proclamation of God’s Word
A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

118:1 Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures 
forever! 
2  Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures forever.” 3  Let the house of Aaron 
say, “His steadfast love endures forever.” 4  Let those who fear the LORD say, 
“His steadfast love endures forever.” 
5  Out of my distress I called on the LORD; the LORD answered me and set me 
free. 6  The LORD is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do to me? 7  The 
LORD is on my side as my helper; I shall look in triumph on those who hate me. 
8  It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man. 9  It is better to 
take refuge in the LORD than to trust in princes. 
10  All nations surrounded me; in the name of the LORD I cut them off! 11  They 
surrounded me, surrounded me on every side; in the name of the LORD I cut 
them off! 12  They surrounded me like bees; they went out like a fire among 
thorns; in the name of the LORD I cut them off! 13  I was pushed hard, so that 
I was falling, but the LORD helped me. 
14  The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. 15  
Glad songs of salvation are in the tents of the righteous: “The right hand of the 
LORD does valiantly, 16  the right hand of the LORD exalts, the right hand of 
the LORD does valiantly!” 
17  I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the LORD. 18  The 
LORD has disciplined me severely, but he has not given me over to death. 
19  Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and 
give thanks to the LORD. 20  This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall 
enter through it. 21  I thank you that you have answered me and have become 
my salvation. 22  The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone. 23  This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 24  This 
is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
25  Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us success! 
26  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! We bless you from the 
house of the LORD. 27  The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine 
upon us. Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar! 
28  You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God; I will extol 
you. 29 Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love 
endures forever!

Pg. 511 (Psalm 118 ESV)



Sermon Series: The Psalms of Praise
Sermon Title: The Heart of Scripture
Date: May 25, 2025

I.  STRENGTH
"Every believer can know the confidence of the Psalmist, the experience of the King 
overflows to His people." - Christopher Ash

II.  SONG
"When we say, 'The Lord is my song,’ we proclaim that all our joy and triumph spring 
from His salvation, for He alone is worthy of our heart’s melody." - John Calvin

III.  SALVATION
"Salvation is not something we achieve but something God gives...This is the heart of 
the gospel: that God, in His infinite love, gives what we could never attain, securing our 
salvation through the finished work of Christ." - Sinclair Ferguson

Takeaway: Jesus stands at the center of redemptive history; give 
thanks for His steadfast love and salvation!



The book of Ephesians is full of gospel from start to finish. In fact, there may 
be no other book in all the Bible that packs in as much gospel per square inch. 
The first half of the book is almost nothing but gospel explanation, while the 
second half is almost entirely gospel application—mind-boggling indicatives 
followed by grace-filled (and grace-motivated) imperatives.

The good news of the first three chapters centers on the word “blessing,” 
specifically all the blessings we have by virtue of union with Christ (Eph. 1:3). 
We were chosen in him (Eph. 1:4). We were adopted in him (Eph. 1:5). We 
have redemption in him (Eph. 1:7). We have our inheritance in him (Eph. 
1:11). And in Christ, God is bringing the entire universe to its fulfillment (Eph. 
1:10). Paul goes on to explain that in Christ, God is exercising his mighty power 
for us who believe (Eph. 1:19). In him, we who were dead in trespasses have 
been made alive (Eph. 2:4–5). 

In him we who were far away have been brought near (Eph. 2:13). In him, 
longtime enemies can come together in peace (Eph. 2:14). In him we are being 
built together into a dwelling place for God (Eph. 2:22). All of this is ours in 
Christ Jesus, which is why Paul prays twice that we may know Christ more 
and more (Eph. 1:15–19; 3:14–21). In him, we find a love that is wide and long 
and high and deep (Eph. 3:18), a love that will surprise, and a love that 
surpasses knowledge (Eph. 3:19–20).

The glorious gospel in the first half of the book does not fade to the background 
in the second half. Instead, we see that the good news of chapters 1–3 makes 
possible, natural, and desirable the good commands of chapters 4–6. Therefore, 
as God’s beloved ones, we put off falsehood, unrighteous anger, stealing, 
unwholesome talk, and bitterness. We put on truth-telling, righteous anger, 
hard work, edifying conversation, and compassion (Eph. 4:17–32). Out of love 
for Christ, wives submit to their husbands (Eph. 5:22), children honor their 
parents (Eph. 6:1), and bondservants obey their masters (Eph. 6:5). Husbands 
lay down their lives for their wives (Eph. 5:25), fathers instruct their children 
in the Lord (Eph. 6:4), and masters deal kindly with their servants (Eph. 6:9). 
Taking our stand on the love of Christ, we stand our ground against the Devil 
and resist the schemes of the Evil One (Eph. 6:10–18). In Christ we have 
become holy, and in Christ we can grow in holiness.

The message of Ephesians is that when we embrace the love of Christ, we will 
also embrace the way of life that Christ loves.

From The Gospel Transformation Bible, 
"The Gospel in Ephesians"

Ephesians
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Announcements
Senior Recognition Sunday: Next Sunday, June 1 we'll be recognizing the seniors 
from the class of 2025, and the youth band will be leading worship. If your senior would 
like to participate, please contact Austin Snively.

Get Connected Lunch: Are you new to Redeemer or would you simply like to know more 
about how to connect to our church? Please join us for our Get Connected Lunch on June 
8 in Covenant Hall following the service! For food planning & childcare purposes, 
please let us know you plan to attend by providing a quick RSVP: redeemerwh.org/rsvp. 

Water Day: We're excited for Water Day, Saturday May 31, from 9:30am-12pm at 
Redeemer. We will have inflatables for the kids and a Kona Ice truck. Please bring 
sunscreen, towels, and lawn chairs- snacks and drinks will be provided. Each child must 
be accompanied by a parent/guardian.

Summer Camps: Parents of middle and high school students, please mark your 
calendars for June 9-14 (Southland High School Camp) and July 7-11 (Southland 
Middle School Camp). These camps are great opportunities for fellowship, worship, and 
fun, and we encourage all students to attend. To learn more information and register for 
camp, please visit redeemerwh.org/rsvp. 

Women’s Retreat: Ladies of Redeemer, please save the date for our Women's Retreat, 
January 30- February 1, 2026. More details will be announced in the coming months. 
We hope to see you there!

Get Connected: The best way to stay up-to-date with what’s happening at Redeemer is 
through our online newsletter (redeemerwh.org/newsletter) and our mobile app 
(redeemerwh.org/app). 

Worship Playlists: Follow our weekly set list on Spotify and Apple Music so that you can 
become familiar with the songs that we'll be singing on Sundays. You can find the playlist 
on the "RedeemerWH" app (above) or at: (redeemerwh.org/worship).

Our Mission
Our mission is to make Jesus' invisible kingdom visible in Winter Haven, 

Polk County, and the world.

Church Planting
One of the ways we hope to accomplish our mission is by planting new 
churches throughout Polk County. We proudly partner with Renew Polk 

(renewpolk.org) and the Florida Church Planting Network
 (flchurchplanting.org).

Community Groups
We also meet during the week in homes for what we call Community Groups. 

They are intended to be the primary "church" experience for all who are a 
part of Redeemer. If you are interested in visiting a community group, 

contact Ashley Bennett, ashmbennett1013@gmail.com.


