= REDEEMER

WINTER HAVEN

To all who are weary and desire rest, to all who mourn and
long for comfort, to all who sin and need a Savior, Redeemer
opens wide its doors with a welcome from King Jesus the
mighty Friend of sinners, the Ally of his enemies, the
Defender of the indefensible.

Pilorims + Priests
& fucly v, second pefer

October 26, 2025 — Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost

Season of the Cross: Green for Ordinary Time

Ordinary Time is the long season that takes up three quarters of the church
year. This portion of Ordinary Time runs between Pentecost and Advent.
Ordinary Time has traditionally been devoted to seeking our Lord in the
simple, ordinary day-in and day-out rhythms of life. It is a time in which we
are all invited to order our lives around Christ's life and teaching.



Call to Worship: Psalm 16

We read God'’s Word, the Bible, together. It reminds us of who God is and what He expects
from us.

Leader: Preserve me, O God, for in you | take refuge.

People: | say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; | have no good apart from
you."

Leader: As for the saints in the land, they are the excellent ones, in whom is all
my delight. The sorrows of those who run after another god shall multiply...

People: The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. The
lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, | have a beautiful
inheritance.

Leader: | bless the Lord who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart
instructs me.

People: | have set the Lord always before me; because he is at my right
hand, I shall not be shaken.

Leader: Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh also
dwells secure. For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one
see corruption.

People: You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is
fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

Song of Ascent

The first song we sing together guides us as we "go up" or approach the presence of God to
worship Him. This song is meant to rouse us to worship and awaken our hearts.

Hail To The Lord's Anointed (Hail To The Lord)

Reading of the Law: Matthew 16:24-28; 17:1-2, 5-7

While the law cannot justify us or make us righteous; it is a teacher given to lead us to Christ, the
fulfiller of the law.

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever would save his
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will
it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a
man give in return for his soul? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come with
his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person
according to what he has done. 28 Truly, | say to you, there are some standing
here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his
kingdom.”

1 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his
brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 And he was
transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes
became white as light...



... 5 abright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, "This
is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased; listen to him.” 6 When the
disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. 7 But Jesus
came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.”

Prayer of Adoration and Confession

We pray together, praising God for who He really is (Adoration) and admitting our inability to
live up to what He expects of us (Confession).

Assurance of Pardon: Romans 8:1-5, 9-11

We read God'’s Word together and are reminded that grace and mercy are freely given to all who
have faith in Jesus Christ.

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2
For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of
sin and death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could
not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he
condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according
to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds
on the things of the Spirit.

9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong
to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the
Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also
give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

Greeting

In Jesus, we have not only been reconciled to God, we have also been reconciled to one another.
Therefore, we greet one another as brothers and sisters.

Songs of Praise and Celebration

Our response to God'’s free grace is celebratory worship. We express our praise to God for who
He is and what He has done to save us

Help Us See Christ
| Will Wait For You (Psalm 130)

Worship Through Giving: Give Online at redeemerwh.org/give

We respond to the good news of God'’s mercy and grace for us in Jesus by giving generously to
the work of this church and the kingdom of God.

Kids' Worship Dismissal
Children through fifth grade (9am) age 3 (10:45am) are dismissed for kids' worship.

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession

We again express in prayer our gratitude to God for what he has done and ask him to continue to
act for our good and the good of others in our community and the world.


https://redeemerwh.org/give

Proclamation of God's Word

A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.
2 Peter 1:16-21; 2:1-10a, 14-21

Song of Response & Sending
We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace by singing again of His goodness and
greatness.

Behold Our God

Benediction
Because the hand of God’s wrath was raised against Jesus, we now receive the hand of God’s
blessing as we are sent out to live our lives to the glory of God.

May the LORD bless you and keep you;
May the LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
May the LORD turn His face toward you and give you His peace,
Both now and forevermore

There is a prayer team available following the worship
service for anyone in need of prayer.



Proclamation of God's Word

A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

1:16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his
majesty. 17 For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the
voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “"This is my beloved Son, with whom
I am well pleased,” 18 we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for
we were with him on the holy mountain. 19 And we have the prophetic word more
fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in
a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, 20
knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own
interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men
spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

2:1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false
teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying
the Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction. 2 And
many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of truth will be
blasphemed. 3 And in their greed they will exploit you with false words. Their
condemnation from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep. 4 For
if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and
committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment; 5 if
he did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald of
righteousness, with seven others, when he brought a flood upon the world of the
ungodly; 6 if by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he
condemned them to extinction, making them an example of what is going to
happen to the ungodly; 7 and if he rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed by
the sensual conduct of the wicked 8 (for as that righteous man lived among them
day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless deeds that
he saw and heard); 9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and
to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment, 10 and
especially those who indulge in the lust of defiling passion and despise authority.

14 They have eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin. They entice unsteady souls.
They have hearts trained in greed. Accursed children! 15 Forsaking the right way,
they have gone astray. They have followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor,
who loved gain from wrongdoing, 16 but was rebuked for his own transgression;
a speechless donkey spoke with human voice and restrained the prophet's
madness. 17 These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm. For them
the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved. 18 For, speaking loud boasts of
folly, they entice by sensual passions of the flesh those who are barely escaping
from those who live in error. 19 They promise them freedom, but they themselves
are slaves of corruption. For whatever overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved.
20 For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them
and overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. 21 For it
would have been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness
than after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment delivered to them.

Pg. 1018 (2 Peter 1:16-21; 2:1-10a, 14-21 ESV)



Sermon Series: Pilgrims and Priests
Sermon Title: Two Words
Date: October 26, 2025

Hook: Who do you listen to?
I. TWO WORDS

The Spirit will never lead you where the Word convicts you.

Il. TWO JUDGEMENTS
The question about sin is never, "what will | gain?" but always, "what will | lose?"
- JC Ryle

Illl. TWO PROMISES

"Saving faith is the heartfelt conviction not only that Christ is reliable, but also that He
is desirable. It is the confidence that He will come through with His promises and that
what He promises is more to be desired than all the world.” - John Piper

Take-away: Live from the promises of God!



Right in Their Own Eyes

Judges and 1-2 Samuel bridge the gap from the entrance of the people of God into
the Promised Land under the faithful leadership of Joshua to their expulsion from
the land due to unfaithful kings in 1-2 Kings. Judges portrays the people of God
languishing without good leadership. Since the conquest of the land is not complete,
the book begins with the question of who will lead in battle and ends with the
statement, “In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in
his own eyes”. The need for a king who will lead God’s people into their full
inheritance is an important theme.

A larger problem looms, however. The people of God have abandoned him for pagan
gods. The Lord loves his people too much to permit this ongoing rejection of their
distinctive calling to be a kingdom of priests, chosen to testify to his glory among the
nations. Given over to recurring cycles of oppression by foreign nations, they
constantly cry to the Lord for help, and he intervenes on their behalf. Judges tells the
story of these cycles. Despite the people’s continuous rejection of God'’s kingship, he
is moved to compassion for them. Individual judges, described as those who “saved
Israel”, are provided by the Lord again and agaln Clearly, there is a need for a king
who can break this cycle of idolatry and oppression.

The fabric of unfaithfulness is woven so deeply into human nature, and the need for
a savior who can free us from oppression is so pervasive, that it is tempting to make
every story of Judges end with the same result: humanity is a mess; humanity needs
a savior. Broadly speaking, this is correct. It is right for us to consider how these
patterns in Judges prepare us for Jesus, the final King and Judge to end all judges
and all kings. He will destroy the darkness of sin and restore and enable the people
of God to fulfill their original role as a kingdom of priests.

No sin, no failure, no corruption, no despair, no brokenness is beyond the reach of his
compassion. In light of God’s faithfulness to Israel in Judges, what can we do but
worship him and live for his glory?

Yet in Judges we can drill even deeper into the area of humanity and its need for
redemption. The book addresses significant issues vital to the life of God’s people —
issues that will be integrally tied to an understanding of the need of God’s grace in
other portions of Scripture.

The failures of both people and judges are so significant that they urge us to long for
the hero who will never fail. Cut off from God’s kingship, the people of God are left
with only private religion and personal ambition. God is the king, however, and will
not long tolerate seeing his people destroy themselves. The people of God are never
beyond the reach of his grace. Israel in Judges is in bad shape, but a new day is
dawning when God will provide, from the line of David, King Jesus, the king of his
choosing.



Announcements

Renew Polk Worship Service: Today at 5:30pm, Renew Polk will be hosting a
combined worship gathering at Christ Community (6565 S Florida Ave). This evening is
an opportunity to hear updates on how God is moving in and through church plants here
in Polk County while also praying for the gospel to continue to bear fruit in our area.
Consider making this a Community Group outing.

Fall Fest: Please join us for a Fall Fest & Chili Cook Off Saturday, November 8 at 3pm
in the Twelve Oaks Neighborhood (879 Twin Oaks Ln). We'll have inflatables, face
painting, and a hayride for the kids. We'll also have yard games for the adults, and of
course, lots of chili! To sign up to bring food, please visit redeemerwh.org/chilisignup.

Women's Retreat: Ladies, registration is now open for our Redeemer Women's Retreat
January 30-Feb 1, 2026. Join us at The Grove Resort in Orlando as we practice and
experience Deeper Rest in Christ Alone. To register and to see more details including
speakers, cost, schedule, and rooming choices, please visit redeemerwh.org/
womensretreat. We can’t wait to enjoy a time of learning and rest with you!

Faith and Work: Our final fall gathering will be at Brown's Sea Plane Base on Thursday,
November 20, from 6-9pm. Join us as we continue to hear testimonies from other men
and discuss how our faith integrates with our work. We'll be having a low country boil for
dinner! Great opportunity to bring friend.

Get Connected: The best way to stay up-to-date with what's happening at Redeemer is
through our online newsletter (redeemerwh.org/newsletter) and our mobile app
(redeemerwh.org/app).

Worship Playlists: Follow our weekly set list on Spotify and Apple Music so that you can
become familiar with the songs that we'll be singing on Sundays. You can find the playlist
on the "RedeemerWH" app (above) or at: (redeemerwh.org/worship).

Our Mission
Our mission is to make Jesus' invisible kingdom visible in Winter Haven,
Polk County, and the world.

Church Planting
One of the ways we hope to accomplish our mission is by planting new
churches throughout Polk County. We proudly partner with Renew Polk
(renewpolk.org) and the Florida Church Planting Network
(flchurchplanting.org).

Community Groups
We also meet during the week in homes for what we call Community Groups.
They are intended to be the primary "church" experience for all who are a
part of Redeemer. If you are interested in visiting a community group,
contact Ashley Bennett, ashmbennett1013@gmail.com.

MISSION ' | 2025 GOAL: $50,000
FUND RECEIVED: $8,089

redeemerwinterhaven.org | (863) 298-9849

Mobile App: redeemerwh.org/app | facebook.com/redeemerwh
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