= REDEEMER

WINTER HAVEN

To all who are weary and desire rest, to all who mourn and
long for comfort, to all who sin and need a Savior, Redeemer
opens wide its doors with a welcome from King Jesus the
mighty Friend of sinners, the Ally of his enemies, the
Defender of the indefensible.

November 16, 2025 — Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost

Season of the Cross: Green for Ordinary Time

Ordinary Time is the long season that takes up three quarters of the church
year. This portion of Ordinary Time runs between Pentecost and Advent.
Ordinary Time has traditionally been devoted to seeking our Lord in the
simple, ordinary day-in and day-out rhythms of life. It is a time in which we
are all invited to order our lives around Christ's life and teaching.



Call to Worship: Psalm 50:10-15

We read God'’s Word, the Bible, together. It reminds us of who God is and what He expects
from us.

Leader: Hear, O my people, and | will speak: | am God, your God. ... Every beast
of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills. | know all the birds, and all
that moves in the field is mine. If | were hungry, | would not tell you, for the
world and its fullness is mine. ... Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and
perform your vows to the Most High, and call upon me in the day of trouble; |
will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.

Song of Ascent

The first song we sing together guides us as we "go up" or approach the presence of God to
worship Him. This song is meant to rouse us to worship and awaken our hearts.

A Thousand Hallelujahs

Reading of the Law: 1 Corinthians 3:10-15, 21-23; 4:4-7

While the law cannot justify us or make us righteous; it is a teacher given to lead us to Christ, the
fulfiller of the law.

3:10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder |
laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care
how he builds upon it. 11 For no one can lay a foundation other than that which
is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 13 each one's work will
become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by
fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the work
that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. 15
If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be
saved, but only as through fire.

21 So let no one boast in men. For all things are yours, 22 whether Paul or
Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all
are yours, 23 and you are Christ’s, and Christ is God's.

4:4 For | am not aware of anything against myself, but | am not thereby
acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. 5 Therefore do not pronounce
judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the
things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart.
Then each one will receive his commendation from God.

6 | have applied all these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit,
brothers, that you may learn by us not to go beyond what is written, that none
of you may be puffed up in favor of one against another. 7 For who sees
anything different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? If then
you received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?



Prayer of Adoration and Confession

We pray together, praising God for who He really is (Adoration) and admitting our inability to
live up to what He expects of us (Confession).

Assurance of Pardon: Ephesians 2:8-10

We read God'’s Word together and are reminded that grace and mercy are freely given to all who
have faith in Jesus Christ.

2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For
we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Greeting

In Jesus, we have not only been reconciled to God, we have also been reconciled to one another.
Therefore, we greet one another as brothers and sisters.

Songs of Praise and Celebration

Our response to God'’s free grace is celebratory worship. We express our praise to God for who
He is and what He has done to save us

Child of the King
All Sufficient Merit

Worship Through Giving: Give Online at redeemerwh.org/give

We respond to the good news of God'’s mercy and grace for us in Jesus by giving generously to
the work of this church and the kingdom of God.

Kids' Worship Dismissal
Children through fifth grade (9am) age 3 (10:45am) are dismissed for kids' worship.

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession

We again express in prayer our gratitude to God for what he has done and ask him to continue to
act for our good and the good of others in our community and the world.

Proclamation of God's Word

A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.
Matthew 25:14-30

Song of Response & Sending

We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace by singing again of His goodness and
greatness.

Hymn Of Heaven


https://redeemerwh.org/give

Benediction
Because the hand of God’s wrath was raised against Jesus, we now receive the hand of God'’s
blessing as we are sent out to live our lives to the glory of God.

May the LORD bless you and keep you;
May the LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
May the LORD turn His face toward you and give you His peace,
Both now and forevermore

There is a prayer team available following the worship
service for anyone in need of prayer.



Proclamation of God's Word

A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and
entrusted to them his property. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another two,
to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 He who
had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made
five talents more. 17 So also he who had the two talents made two talents
more. 18 But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground
and hid his master’s money.

19 Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled
accounts with them. 20 And he who had received the five talents came
forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five
talents; here, | have made five talents more. 21 His master said to him, ‘Well
done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; | will set
you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.” 22 And he also who had the
two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents;
here, | have made two talents more.! 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; | will set you over
much. Enter into the joy of your master.

24 He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, |
knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering
where you scattered no seed, 25 so | was afraid, and | went and hid your talent
in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.' 26 But his master answered him,
‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that | reap where | have not sown
and gather where | scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to have invested my
money with the bankers, and at my coming | should have received what was
my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and give it to him who has
the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will
have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be
taken away. 30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth!

Pg. 830 (Matthew 25:14-30 ESV)

Resources

Kevin DeYoung, Daily Doctrine

R.T. Kendall, The Parables of Jesus
Michael Reeves, God Shines Forth
Fleming Rutledge, Advent


https://www.christianbook.com/daily-doctrine-year-guide-systematic-theology/9781433572852/pd/572854?event=BRSRCG%7CPSEN
https://www.amazon.com/Parables-Jesus-Understanding-Applying-Stories/dp/0800794583/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2VQQ4TGZ4HNC4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.kTWeErXercj9Fhl8TqSX7AeT5k3Kx_9kUc0qsQFP7dK_tmf89sj8HAnellgvZ2McOdnqAFSb3xXRNlRhIa6Hzw.zZfQ8mxS0YVINC8PmJ3zqjzuxsVzQoX7esjsichNR3s&dib_tag=se&keywords=R.T.+Kendall%2C+Parables&qid=1763057519&sprefix=r.t.+kendall%2C+parables%2Caps%2C186&sr=8-1
https://www.christianbook.com/shines-nature-shapes-drives-mission-church/daniel-hames/9781433575143/pd/575143?event=BRSRCG%7CPSEN
https://www.christianbook.com/advent-once-future-coming-jesus-christ/fleming-rutledge/9780802876195/pd/876195?event=BRSRCG%7CPSEN

Sermon Series: Christ Will Come Again
Sermon Title: Christ Will Come Again: Be Busy!
Date: November 16, 2025

Hook: Have you ever tried to do something really hard? Make a big
change? What motivated you?

I. THE COMING JUDGMENT
"(The Second Coming) will be a time of joyful reaping, but also a time of sober reckoning.”
— David Wenham

II. THE SLOTHFUL SERVANT

Jesus’ disciples are not called to do great things, although great things may happen.”
— Stanley Hauerwas

I1l. GOD, THE GIVER

"If our God is not full, neither will we be.” — Michael Reeves

Take-away: God has two books. Which book are you in?



Right in Their Own Eyes

Judges and 1-2 Samuel bridge the gap from the entrance of the people of God into
the Promised Land under the faithful leadership of Joshua to their expulsion from
the land due to unfaithful kings in 1-2 Kings. Judges portrays the people of God
languishing without good leadership. Since the conquest of the land is not complete,
the book begins with the question of who will lead in battle and ends with the
statement, “In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in
his own eyes”. The need for a king who will lead God’s people into their full
inheritance is an important theme.

A larger problem looms, however. The people of God have abandoned him for pagan
gods. The Lord loves his people too much to permit this ongoing rejection of their
distinctive calling to be a kingdom of priests, chosen to testify to his glory among the
nations. Given over to recurring cycles of oppression by foreign nations, they
constantly cry to the Lord for help, and he intervenes on their behalf. Judges tells the
story of these cycles. Despite the people’s continuous rejection of God'’s kingship, he
is moved to compassion for them. Individual judges, described as those who “saved
Israel”, are provided by the Lord again and agaln Clearly, there is a need for a king
who can break this cycle of idolatry and oppression.

The fabric of unfaithfulness is woven so deeply into human nature, and the need for
a savior who can free us from oppression is so pervasive, that it is tempting to make
every story of Judges end with the same result: humanity is a mess; humanity needs
a savior. Broadly speaking, this is correct. It is right for us to consider how these
patterns in Judges prepare us for Jesus, the final King and Judge to end all judges
and all kings. He will destroy the darkness of sin and restore and enable the people
of God to fulfill their original role as a kingdom of priests.

No sin, no failure, no corruption, no despair, no brokenness is beyond the reach of his
compassion. In light of God’s faithfulness to Israel in Judges, what can we do but
worship him and live for his glory?

Yet in Judges we can drill even deeper into the area of humanity and its need for
redemption. The book addresses significant issues vital to the life of God’s people —
issues that will be integrally tied to an understanding of the need of God’s grace in
other portions of Scripture.

The failures of both people and judges are so significant that they urge us to long for
the hero who will never fail. Cut off from God’s kingship, the people of God are left
with only private religion and personal ambition. God is the king, however, and will
not long tolerate seeing his people destroy themselves. The people of God are never
beyond the reach of his grace. Israel in Judges is in bad shape, but a new day is
dawning when God will provide, from the line of David, King Jesus, the king of his
choosing.



Announcements

Faith and Work: Our final fall gathering will be at Brown's Sea Plane Base on Thursday,
November 20, from 6-9pm. Join us as we continue to hear testimonies from other men
and discuss how our faith integrates with our work. We'll be having a low country boil for
dinner! Great opportunity to bring friend.

Thanksgiving Service: Our annual Thanksgiving Service will be Wednesday,
November 26 at 6pm. This is a brief service where we give thanks to God for who He is
and all that He has done. Following the service, stick around to help us decorate the
sanctuary for the holiday season! Childcare will be available through Pre-K.

Christmas Party: Our Christmas Party is Sunday, December 7 at 5pm at the Packing
House (302 3rd St SW). We'll have heavy hors d'oeuvres and a coffee cart serving hot &
cold (regular & decaf) drinks. This event is for adults only.

Student Ministry Christmas Party: Students, you don't want to miss our Christmas
party on Wednesday, December 17th from 6:30-8:30 pm! We'll have a tacky sweater
contest, white elephant gift exchange, dinner and dessert! Please bring a $5 white
elephant gift.

Women's Retreat: Ladies, registration is now open for our Redeemer Women's Retreat
January 30-Feb 1, 2026. Join us at The Grove Resort in Orlando as we practice and
experience Deeper Rest in Christ Alone. To register and to see more details including
speakers, cost, schedule, and rooming choices, please visit redeemerwh.org/
womensretreat. We can't wait to enjoy a time of learning and rest with you!

Get Connected: The best way to stay up-to-date with what’s happening at Redeemer is
through our online newsletter (redeemerwh.org/newsletter) and our mobile app
(redeemerwh.org/app).

Worship Playlists: Follow our weekly set list on Spotify and Apple Music so that you can
become familiar with the songs that we'll be singing on Sundays. You can find the playlist
on the "RedeemerWH" app (above) or at: (redeemerwh.org/worship).

Our Mission
Our mission is to make Jesus' invisible kingdom visible in Winter Haven,
Polk County, and the world.

Church Planting
One of the ways we hope to accomplish our mission is by planting new
churches throughout Polk County. We proudly partner with Renew Polk
(renewpolk.org) and the Florida Church Planting Network
(flchurchplanting.org).

Community Groups
We also meet during the week in homes for what we call Community Groups.
They are intended to be the primary "church" experience for all who are a
part of Redeemer. If you are interested in visiting a community group,
contact Ashley Bennett, ashmbennett1013@gmail.com.

MISSION ' | 2025 GOAL: $50,000
FUND RECEIVED: $11,172

redeemerwinterhaven.org | (863) 298-9849

Mobile App: redeemerwh.org/app | facebook.com/redeemerwh
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