Walk in the Truth // SWAP (Part 2)

2 Timothy 3:14—4:5

. INTRO
A. Last week we began talking about what it means to walk with God
1. John calls it “walking in the truth”
2. Paul calls it “walking by the Spirit”
B. Walking isn't a one-time decision — The Christian life is learning
moment-by-moment to live with God. HEAR, OBEY, SHARE as he leads.
C. We introduced the acronym SWAP to help us think through that process. SWAP
= swapping out MY will for GOD'S will
1. S — Surrender to His will and His every word (heart posture)
2. W — Wait on God in prayer & the Word
3. A — Actively repent, confessing sin, fleeing unrighteousness
4. P — Pursue the promptings of the Spirit (when he speaks, act!)
D. Last week we spent the entire sermon on SURRENDER
1. We wrestled with the question, “Who or what is in control of your life?”
2. We tend to tell God what we want and ask him to rubber stamp it
3. Surrender takes a blank piece of paper, signs the bottom, and hands it to
God // “Not my will, but yours, be done.”
E. But that creates another question:
1. How do | know what God wrote on the paper? How do | hear from God?
2. How do | know what God wants me to do?
3. How do | know whether something is the Spirit leading me or just “me?”
F. This is where the rest of SWAP helps us
1. How do we hear from God?
G. God speaks in three main ways: His Word, His Spirit, His People (full of W&S)
1. But before we talk about promptings, impressions from the Spirit, wise
counsel, etc., we have to establish something foundational: God has
already spoken CLEARLY in His Word.
2. If you want to learn to recognize the voice of God, start with the Bible
a) Don't begin with, “God, give me a divine email!”
b) Begin with the Word God (already tells you what type of spouse to
look for, how to manage your money, who you should open a
business with or not, etc)
. GOD HAS SPOKEN
A. 2 Timothy is Paul’s final letter before his death to Timothy
B. Timothy is ministering in a world filled with false teaching, competing voices,
sinful desires, and people telling others what they want to hear. Sound familiar?
C. What is Paul’'s advice? 2 Timothy 3:14-15, [14] But as for you, continue in what
you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it



[15] and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings,
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
1. Continue. Remain. Don't abandon what God has already revealed
2. v16 explains why: “All Scripture is breathed out by God...”
a) Scripture isn’t people's thoughts about God
b) Scripture is God-breathed, originate from God

. When we talk about hearing from God, it is true that the Spirit speaks, leads,

convicts, prompts, burdens people, guides, reminds, directs (Act 13)
1. But the primary, authoritative way the Spirit speaks is through the Word
a) My impressions, emotions, or interpretations can be wrong
2. God's Word is our measuring stick — through the Word, by the Spirit

. Sometimes people say:

1. “l'just wish God would speak to me.” or “I wish | could hear God's voice.”
2. Meanwhile there is a Bible sitting unopened on the nightstand
You want to hear from God? Start with what God has already said.
If you want to learn to discern the subjective leading of the Holy Spirit,
become saturated in the objective Word of God. (LEARN THIS)
1. The better | know God's Word, the better equipped | am to recognize my
Shepherd’s voice! If you remember one thing today, remember that!

W = WAIT ON GOD

A. We are good at talking, asking, and telling God what we want, but listening?
B.
C. It's hard to wait on the Lord unless you embrace stiliness (which is really difficult)

We live in an incredibly noisy world and we are constantly overstimulated

1. We tend to fill every quiet moment
In the Scripture, we see the people of God WAITING on the Lord to speak, to
reveal, to direct as they cry out to him

1. Sometimes this looks like 40 days, weeks, sabbath, quiet time at dawn,

festivals and feasts — designated times to WAIT on the LORD
2. Life used to be more designed for stillness — undesignated times
a) John Mark Comer and waiting in line

| think there are two big challenges for us as modern disciples

1. Because of the hectic pace of life, we don’t clearly hear the Spirit

2. Because of competing voices, we don’t clearly hear the Word
2 Timothy 3:16—17, [16] All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, [17] that the
man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.
I like to say that this is like a map or a GPS. Scripture is good for

1. TEACHING - Shows us the right way

2. REPROOF - Tells us when we get off track

3. CORRECTION - Helps us get back on track

4. TRAINING - Keeps us on the path and gets us ready for what’s next

. Itis the Scriptures that teach me who God is, who | am, what God’s done, what

He wants, what He promised, what He commands



Iv.

J.

Waiting on God isn't just sitting in silence waiting for a still, smallvoice from God,
it is most normatively bringing ourselves attentively before God to hear his Word

1. Ears open, heart open, Word open — this is the primary way!

a) “Speak, Lord. Your servant is listening.”

Prayer is a tool that helps us lock in with the Lord and slow down

1. The scripture shape what | pray

2. Prayer slows me down to respond and process what | am reading

3. Without the scriptures, | don’t know if my prayers are in line with the Lord

(John 15)
4. Prayer turns Bible reading from information gathering into intimacy

K. Wiaiting on God in the Word and in prayer, slows us down in our noisy lives and

helps us to hear from the Lord.

A = ACTIVELY REPENT

A.

B.

F.

“..Scripture is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness...”
Remember, | said that the Word is like a GPS
1. Shows you the way, when you get off track, how to get back on track,
keep you on track
Sometimes we come to God looking for direction about life (job, where | should
live, if | should date this person, etc), and we are looking for a divine email
Instead, God often responds with correction. He is shaping our character, our
actions, our affections.
1. We want to know what job we should take... God wants to deal with your
a) Bitterness... your sexual impurity... your dishonesty... your
pride... your covetousness... how you treat your spouse... how
you view your money... your selfishness, etc.
Why is avoiding sin a key part of walking with God?
1. BJ/C Scripture reproves us:
a) It exposes what is wrong
b) It shines light into darkness
c) It tells me the truth about myself
d) Like a mirror...
2. Scripture also corrects
a) He brings us back to alignment
b) “Let the thief no longer STEAL, but let him WORK HARD & GIVE”
Then Scripture trains us in righteousness
1. God wants to form us into something new
2. He is molding us, shaping us, putting off and putting on
3. The Spirit is making us increasingly like Jesus

G. AVOID isn't “clean yourself up so God will talk to you.”

1. That's a life of religion. Jesus has made you clean. You aren’t earning
access to God. You are responding to the one who has brought you near.

2. It's about AVOIDing the potholes, distractions, roadblocks, thorns and
thistles that want to get you OFF the right path and in a ditch



H.

In summary...
1. WAIT says: “Lord, I'm listening” and then slows down through the clutter
to give God margin
2. AVOID says: “Lord, search me” and when God points out sin or
temptation, we deal with it

V. P =PURSUE THE PROMPTINGS OF THE SPIRIT

A.
B.

V17, “that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.”
God speaks, teaches, reproves, corrects, trains... WHY? So that you are
EQUIPPED.
1. FOR WHAT? Everything God has in store for YOU! (Eph 2:10)
God isn't trying to create people who simply know a lot about the Bible
Scripture is intended to form us into people who are ready for every good work
1. God wants to work in your head — in your heart — through your hands
Look what Paul says right after this section... in light of the Word in your hands,
heart, and mouth (S W A...) now you are ready to Promptly obey
1. Preach the Word... be ready... reprove, rebuke, exhort... be
sober-minded... endure suffering... do the work of an evangelist...fulfill
your calling
In other words, if you are walking out SW.& A, God WILL speak and you WILL
have to choose to obey that nudging in the moment
1. To preach... to reprove... to rebuke... to endure... to share the gospel...
Walking requires movement
1. At some point you have to take a step. DO SOMETHING.
2. Hearing God isn't the goal. Obeying God is the goal.
3. We learn to hear so we can obey all that Jesus commands

. The truth, church, is that much of the time we don't need a new word from God

1. We need to obey the last thing he told us as we read the Word
a) Forgive? — forgive
b) Confess? — confess
c) Give? — give
d) Serve? — serve
e) Love? — love
f) Make disciples? — make disciples
g) Tell the truth? — tell the truth
But what about things Scripture doesn't explicitly tell me?
1. Should I call this person?
2. Should | share the gospel with this guy?
3. Should we move?
Well, we DO believe the Holy Spirit leads people. And we are commanded not to
ignore or quench the Holy Spirit. We also don't treat every thought in our head as
God's voice. We are commanded to not despise these prompts, but to test them
How does the Scripture instruct us to test? By pointing back to the guardrails
1. Does it agree with Scripture? The Holy Spirit will not contradict the Word
2. Does it fall in line with the character and purposes of Jesus?



L.

3. Can mature believers affirm the wisdom of it?

4. lIs it born out of love?
2 Timothy 4:3—4, “For the time is coming when people will not endure sound
teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to
suit their own passions...”

. This is incredibly relevant to SWAP and hearing from the Spirit

What's the opposite of surrendering my will for God's will?
1. Finding a version of God who agrees with my will on YouTube
Scripture MUST remain your anchor
1. Scripture doesn't change according to my desires
2. Scripture doesn't care what the algorithm thinks | want to hear
3. Scripture doesn't conform itself to my preferences

V.  CONCLUSION

A

mm

Consider Acts 13 as an example. Acts 13:1-3, [1] Now there were in the church
at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger,
Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. [2]
While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart
for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which | have called them.” [3] Then
after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off. (ESV)
Here are a group of people... For all intents and purposes, they are:

1. Surrendered

2. Waiting on God

3. Actively repenting

4. THEN, they hear the prompt from the Lord, “Send Saul & Barnabas”

a) These guys weren’t strangers. These are vetted, active, members
of the church.

b) That is important to note b/c the Spirit speaks that which is in line
with the Word (these were men of character... men with a track
record... not random dudes)

5. Promptly, they obey the Spirit's leading
Walking isn't complicated
1. It's one step, followed by another, followed by another
SWAP gives us a simple way of thinking about that rhythm:
1. S — SURRENDER: “Not my will, but yours be done.”
2. W — WAIT: “Lord, I'm listening.”
3. A— ACTIVELY REPENTING: “Lord, search me. Show me anything in me
that isn't aligned with you.”
4. P — PURSUE: “Lord, I'll follow.”
And then tomorrow, do it again.
Like we said, living sacrifices have a tendency to crawl off the altar
1. This isn't a four-step program you graduate from
2. It's a way of walking every day for the rest of your life



. Maybe you should begin tomorrow with as simply as this prayer: “Jesus, my life is
yours. Speak through your Word. Search my heart. Root out any
unrighteousness. Show me my next step, and give me the courage to obey.”

. And then be quiet, sit with the Lord, and wait for him to speak
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