An Overview of 2 Corinthians
Written by Paul from Macedonia in ~AD 60 within 6 months of 1 Corinthians. 
Style:  intimate, personal, fatherly love and familial devotion…a letter, not a book. (2:3-4, 3:2, 6:11-13, 7:2-3, 11:2-3, 11, 12:14-15)
Subject:  Paul explains why his visit was delayed, emphasizes the apostles’ ministry of the new covenant, expresses his joy at their positive response to his recent letter, and defends his apostolic authority against false apostles.
Goal: Comfort and perfect for their building up (12:19, 13:9,11)
Ch 1 – 2:11 Introduction
· 1:1-2 Greeting
· 1:3-11 Comforted by God in our afflictions to comfort one another
· 1:12-14 The apostles’ boast and testimony of conscience that they conduct themselves in the grace of God in this world and toward the Corinthians
· 1:15-2:11 – Paul’s explanation of why he didn’t come to Corinth as originally intended
· All that we do is in oneness with Christ - “In Him is the Yes” (1:15-22)
· To spare you – not wanting to come with a “heavy hand” (1:23-24)
· Determined not to come again in sorrow (2:1-11)

Ch 2:11 - Ch 7 The ministry and the ministers of the new covenant
· Led in triumph in the Christ and spreading the knowledge of Him in every place (2:12-17)
· Ministers of the Spirit making the saints like the Corinthians letters of Christ, inscribed not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God in tablets of the heart (3:1-6)
· Ministry of the Spirit and righteousness with lasting glory in contrast to the ministry of death and condemnation in which the glory faded away (3:7-11)
· Transformed by the Spirit into the image of Christ by beholding and reflecting the glory of the Lord (3:12-18)
· Not losing heart as ministers of the gospel of “the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” but allowing death to operate in them ”but life in you” “that the excellency of the power may be out of God and not out of us” (4:1-18)
· Longing to be clothed with a new body, an eternal dwelling in the heavens, for to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord (5:1-8)
· Determined to be constrained by the love of Christ and “to gain the honor of being well-pleasing to Him” as we “must all be manifested before the judgment seat of Christ” (5:9-15)
· Given the ministry of reconciliation by God, ambassadors of Christ – “be reconciled to God” (5:16-21)
· The Corinthians are entreated not to receive the grace of God (reconciliation and righteousness!) in vain! (6:1-2)
· Commended as ministers by their life and experience (6:3-13)
· Exhorting the saints in Corinth to cleanse themselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit that they might experience the fullness of God’s promises. (6:14-7:1)
· Paul expresses great boldness toward the Corinthians and is filled with comfort and joy through Titus’s coming to him in Macedonia after his visit to Corinth and hearing of the saints’ response to his recent letter and their love for Paul (7:2-16)

Ch 8-9 Paul’s fellowship concerning the ministry of a financial gift to the saints in Judea (8:1-9:15) 

Ch 10-13:10 Paul’s Vindication of His Apostolic Authority
· By his way of warring in spiritual battle (10:1-6)
· By operating within the measure God granted to him with respect to the Corinthians (10:7-18)
· By his jealously over the Corinthians “with a jealously of God” (11:1-15)
· By his being compelled to boast (11:16-12:18)
· Of his status, labors, afflictions (11:16-33)
· Of the heavenly visions and revelation the Lord gave to him (12:1-10)
· Of the signs of his apostleship evidenced in Corinth (12:11-18)
· By the authority given to him as an apostle for building up (12:19-13:10) 

Ch 13:11-14 Conclusion

