Ambitious to be Well Pleasing to the Lord!

2 Corinthians 5:1-11
​
1 For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven, 
3 if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. 
4 For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. 
5 Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.
6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. 
7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 
8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.
9 Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him. 
10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 
11 Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are well known to God, and I also trust are well known in your consciences.

I. Our Hope!  Clothed with an eternal building from God, a heavenly body – in which mortality will be swallowed up by life - to be part of God’s building with all the saints! (2 Cor 5:1-8)

a. Hope: favorable and confident expectation! (Col. 1:24-29, 1 Tim. 1:1, 1 Pet. 1:3-5)
b. Full salvation! (1 Thess. 5:23-24)
(i) spirit – regenerated, “born of the Spirit” (John 3:6)
(ii) soul – receive the end of our faith, the salvation of our souls (2 Cor. 3:18, 4:4, 1 Pet. 1:9, cf Matt. 16:24-26)
(iii) body – at the last trumpet…we shall all be changed! (1 Cor.15:50-54, 1 Thess. 4:13-18, Phil 1:19-26, 3:20-21, Rom. 8:18-30, 1 Cor. 15:12-28, 42-49)

II. The Guarantee of the Spirit (2 Cor 5:5) 

a. The Spirit is the guarantee, the earnest, the downpayment as a pledge that the full amount will be subsequently paid (2 Cor. 1:21-22, Eph. 1:13-14)

b. Earnest:  arrabon (ἀῤῥαβών, 728), originally, “earnest-money” deposited by the purchaser and forfeited if the purchase was not completed…in general usage it came to denote “a pledge” or “earnest” of any sort; in the NT it is used only of that which is assured by God to believers; it is said of the Holy Spirit as the divine “pledge” of all their future blessedness, 2 Cor. 1:22; 5:5; in Eph. 1:14, particularly of their eternal inheritance…in modern Greek arrabona is an “engagement ring.” (Vines)

III. We walk by faith not by sight (2 Cor. 5:7) 

a. Like Paul, we believe the word of God!  We have the same spirit of faith!  We believe, therefore we speak!   We don’t look at the things that are seen but at the eternal, unseen things! (1 Cor. 15:30-34; 2 Cor. 4:13-14, 16-18; Heb. 10:35-39; Gal. 5:5-6)

IV. We make it our aim to be well-pleasing to the Lord! (2 Cor 5:9-10)

a. Definition – aim:  philotimeomai (φιλοτιμέομαι, 5389), lit., “to be fond of honor” (phileo - “to love,” time - “honor”), and so, actuated by this motive, “to strive to bring something to pass”; hence, “to be ambitious, to make it one’s aim” (Vines)

b. We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ 
i. “Negative” motivation:  Knowing that we will all stand before the judgment seat of Christ is a healthy fear/admonition (vs. unhealthy fear) to motivate us to live for Christ and to be ready for His return! (Heb 4:9, 10:35-39; Matt. 24:44-51, cf Luke 12:41–48; Matt. 25:1-13 wise virgins; Matt. 25:14-30 parable of the talents; 1 Pet. 1:13-17; Titus 2:11-14)

ii. “Positive” motivation:  Ambitious to be well-pleasing (eu=good, well, arestos=pleasing, agreeable; acceptable) Rom. 12:1-2, 14:15-19; Eph. 5:8-10; Col. 3:20; Heb. 12:28, 13:20-21

c. Judged/rewarded according to what we have practiced (“prasso”) in the body (2 Cor. 5:10, Matt. 16:24-27, Phil. 3:12-14 press on toward the goal!) 

d. We may have boldness in the day of judgment! (1 John 4:12-19)
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