Revelation 14
3 Reapings and other events during the Great Tribulation

1. The reaping of the firstfruits before the great tribulation 14:1-5

Angels declaring…
· 1st angel - the eternal gospel 14:6-7
· 2nd angel - Fallen is Babylon the Great – religious Babylon is destroyed at the beginning of the great tribulation 14:8 (17:1-18)
· 3rd angel - Sobering warning against anyone who worships the beast (Antichrist) and his image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand 14:9-11
· The saints will require endurance at this time of persecution and many will be martyred for their stand 14:12-13

2. The reaping of the believers near the end of the great tribulation 14:14-16 (1 Cor 3:9, Eph 1:13-14; 1 Cor 15:52, 1 Thes. 4:16-17)

3. The reaping of the grapes (unbelievers, particularly evildoers) at the end of the great tribulation – gathered to the winepress of the fury of God (Armageddon) 14:17-20 (16:13-16, 19:11-21)

Firstfruits to God and to the Lamb! (14:1-5)

Firstfruits:  Who are they?  
· There are 144,000
· Purchased from the earth - they’re raptured to heavenly Mount Zion with the Lamb 
· His name and the name of His Father is written on their foreheads; i.e., “I worship and belong to Jesus!” (in stark contrast to 13:16 and 14:9)
· They sing a new song before the throne which only they could learn
· Purchase indicates readiness/ripeness and shows that God and the Lamb wanted them for Their enjoyment/satisfaction.* 

Firstfruits:  What was it about these ones that caused them to ripen first? 

1. “These are they who have not been defiled with women, for they are virgins.” 
a. Defiled in the sense of soiled, besmeared by mud or filth, polluted
b. We have been betrothed as pure virgins to Christ – we are going to become the wife of the Lamb! When the Holy Spirit reveals this to us, our love for the Lord motivates us to keep ourselves pure for Him! (2 Cor 11:2-3).  We don’t want to be soiled by fornication or adultery.
c. Experience:  These are those…who washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb (Rev. 7:14).  The more we enjoy the blood, the “whiter” our garments become! 

2. “These are they who follow the Lamb wherever He may go.”
a. Follow is to be going the same way that Christ as our Shepherd is leading us. (Rev 7:17)
b. God knows precisely what we need and how to lead us to discover Christ as our all in all (Heb. 8:10-11), including sufferings in our lives (Heb 5:7-8).
c. Experience:  It’s critical that we spend time with the Lord in His word, in prayer, and in fellowship with the saints, if we want to hear His voice and follow Him.  God also uses our circumstances to cause us to follow Him. (John 10:27-28)

3. “And in their mouth no lie was found; [for] they are without blemish.”
a. No lie and without blemish does not mean lack of failure or perfection but speaks to what God discovered in them when He purchased them as firstfruits.
b. This is our true condition before God; will we be those who walk in the truth of the gospel? Eph 1:4, Eph 5:27, Col 1:22, Heb 9:14, 1 Pet 1:19, Jude 24 
c. Experience: They assemble “so much the more” with the saints.  The truth is in their mouth and is what they speak and live by.  They don’t lie to one another by living out the old man (Col. 3:9) but speak truth with each other (Eph 4:25).

*Ripeness and watchfulness - being watchful and ready for our Lord’s return!  

The vision of the firstfruits shows us that these believers are ripened and raptured by God for His satisfaction prior to the Lord’s return because of their readiness.  

The call to all believers is to watch!  Keep awake, spiritually alert amid a world system that is continually trying to cause us to sleep and become dull of hearing (Heb 5:11, Rom. 13:11-14, Matt. 13:15).

· Matt 24:42-51 Watch therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord comes…Who then is the faithful and prudent slave, whom the master has set over his household to give them food at the proper time? / Luke 12:35-48
· Matt 25:1-13 oil in their vessels with their lamps…v 10 “those who were ready went in with him to the wedding feast” (it matters how we live today!)
· Matt 26:41 Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation.  The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.
· Mark 13:31-37 lest He come suddenly and find you sleeping…I say to all:  Watch!
· Luke 21:33-36 take heed to yourselves…be watchful at every time
· Rev 19:10 for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready
