Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Homecoming Sunday I

September 11, 2022 — 10:30 a.m. S e e
Lutheran Service Book, Divine Service, Setting Four L‘.—Iu{wc-;...ac-..

Prayer before worship:

Almighty God, you pour out on all who desire it the spirit of grace and
supplication. Deliver us, as we come into your presence, from cold hearts and
wandering thoughts, that with steady minds and burning zeal we may worship
you in spirit and in truth; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Pre-Service Music “Rondeau” (Jean-Joseph Mouret)
Ringing of the Bells

Welcome

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism

[P) In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

[P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8

[P]If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. Psalm 130:3-4

[P) Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise,
and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. [Luke 18:13]

Please kneel or be seated for a time of silent prayer and confession, as able




[P] Almighty God,

have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.

Amen.

[P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

[John 20:19-23]

Service of the Word

Opening Hymn

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” (LSB 790)
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Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-80; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt. Tune: Ander Theil Des Erneuerten Gesang-Buchs, 1665, Stralsund Text and tune: Public domain

)
s — | N— | . : | |
- T o
1 Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the King of cre -
2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is won - drous - ly
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f
b | =
%)U l'/ i J
tem - ple draw near, Join - ing in glad ad - o - ra - tion!
need - ful has been Sent by His gra-cious or - dain - ing?
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peo - ple a - gain; Glad - ly for - ev - er a - dore Him!



Greeting
[P) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie Mark 10:47
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;

2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.

f)
by \
i C— & -8 4 | :
Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
O Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev-er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P} Let us pray:
Lord Jesus, You are the Good Shepherd, without whom nothing is secure.
Rescue and preserve us that we may not be lost forever but follow You,
rejoicing in the way that leads to eternal life; for You live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Children’s Message
Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 34:11-24

""For thus says the Lord Gob: Behold, I, | myself will search for my sheep and will

seek them out. '?As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that
have been scattered, so will | seek out my sheep, and | will rescue them from all
places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. *And
| will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will
bring them into their own land. And | will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by
the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. ™I will feed them with
good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land.
There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed
on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and | myself
will make them lie down, declares the Lord Gob. '®l will seek the lost, and | will bring
back the strayed, and | will bind up the injured, and | will strengthen the weak, and

the fat and the strong | will destroy. | will feed them in justice.

"As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord Gob: Behold, | judge between sheep and

sheep, between rams and male goats. ®Is it not enough for you to feed on the
good pasture, that you must tread down with your feet the rest of your pasture; and
to drink of clear water, that you must muddy the rest of the water with your

feet? And must my sheep eat what you have trodden with your feet, and drink

what you have muddied with your feet?

20"Therefore, thus says the Lord Gob to them: Behold, |, | myself will judge between

the fat sheep and the lean sheep. *'Because you push with side and shoulder, and
thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have scattered them abroad, 22l will
rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And | will judge between sheep and
sheep. 2And | will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall
feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 2*And |, the Lorp, will be their
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God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. | am the LoRrD; | have
spoken.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm (read responsively) Psalm 119:169-176

Let my cry come before you, O LORD;

give me understanding according to your word!
Let my plea come before you;

deliver me according to your word.

My lips will pour forth praise,

for you teach me your statutes.

My tongue will sing of your word,

for all your commandments are right.

Let your hand be ready to help me,

for | have chosen your precepts.

I long for your salvation, O LoRbD,

and your law is my delight.

Let my soul live and praise you,

and let your just decrees help me.

| have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek your servant,
for | do not forget your commandments.

H &8 & 8 & 8 ©
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Epistle Reading 1 Timothy 1:12-17

12| thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged
me faithful, appointing me to his service, *though formerly | was a blasphemer,
persecutor, and insolent opponent. But | received mercy because | had acted
ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith
and love that are in Christ Jesus. "The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am the
foremost. "®But | received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus
Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to
believe in him for eternal life. ""To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only
God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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Alleluia Verse
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Holy Gospel Luke 15:1-10

Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture
and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead.

[P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. 2And the
Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and
eats with them.”

3So he told them this parable: *"What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has
lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after
the one that is lost, until he finds it? >°And when he has found it, he lays it on his
shoulders, rejoicing. *And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and
his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for | have found my sheep that was
lost.’ “Just so, | tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who

repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

8 0Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a

lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? >And when she has
found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for |
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have found the coin that | had lost.’ "Just so, | tell you, there is joy before the
angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
(P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon “Belonging: The Outsiders”

Hymn of the Day “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” (LSB 709)
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1 The King of love my shep - herd 1is,  Whose good - ness
2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, My ran - somed
3 Per - verse and fool - ish oft I strayed, But yet in
4 In death’s dark vale I fear no 11l With Thee, dear
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soul He lead - eth And, where the ver - dant
love He  sought me  And on His shoul - der
Lord, be - side me, Thy rod and staff my
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I am His And He is mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, With food ce - les - tial feed - eth
gent - ly laid And home re - joic - ing brought me.
com - fort still, Thy cross be - fore to guide me.

6) And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may | sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!

5) Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-77 Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent. Text and tune: Public domain

Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
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begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, I and the life
of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church [T Timothy 2:1-4]

[P) Seeking the renewal of the Holy Spirit in our communities and in our world, we
pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation.

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for private prayer.
During the season after Pentecost each petition ends with the phrase:
“Lord, in your mercy.”
Please respond by saying “Hear our prayer.”

The prayers end with the words:

[P) Into your hands, holy God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Following the prayers, the people may stand and greet one another in the name of
the Lord, saying,
“Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace
(Matt. 5:22-24, Eph. 4:1-3).

Commissioning of Church Council, Sunday Morning Children’s Ministry, ECEC
Teachers, and ESL Teachers

Announcements
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Offertory Prayer
Merciful God,
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface

[P) The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
And also with you.

[P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord. [Colossians 3:1]
[P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise. [Psalm 136]

[P] It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into
death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and
death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Tru-ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Prayer of Thanksgiving
[P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on
us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate
the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the
tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam,
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who
trust in Him.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus
Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits
of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come
to us in His body and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
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and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.

The Words of Our Lord Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

[P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

[P) In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini John 20:19
[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei John 1:29
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.

And grant us peace, O Lord, we  pray.
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Distribution of Holy Communion
Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ's body
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine. With the bread and
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ's people for forgiveness of
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet. All
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to
receive the Eucharist.
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table. The bread will
be distributed first. Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these.
Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution. The wine is then received by
individual glasses only. Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for
medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol.
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive
a blessing. Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the
Sacrament.
For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see “Christian
Questions with Their Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the pew Bible.

Music at the Distribution

Distribution Anthem “Be Thou My Vision — 'Slane’ (arr. Martin)
St. John's Singers
Brass Quintet
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“Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling”

(WOQV 734)
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2 Why shouldwe tar - ry when Je - sus is  plead - ing,
3 Oh, for the won - der - ful love he  has prom - ised,
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Je -sus is call - ing, call-ing, “O sin-ner, come home!”
Text: Will Thompson, 1847-1909 THOMI
Music: Will Thompson, 1847-1909 117117andr

Dismissal
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Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray:
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may,
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Benedicamus and Benediction

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God. [Psalm 103:1]

[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace. Numbers 6:24-26
Amen.

Sending Hymn “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer” (LSB 918)
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I Guide me, O Thou great Re - deem-er, Pil - grim through this
2 O - pen now the crys - tal foun-tain Whence the heal - ing
3 When 1 tread the verge of Jor - dan, Bid my  anx - ious
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fears  sub - side; Death of death and hell’s de - struc- tion,
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Hold me with Thy pow’r - ful  hand. Bread of heav - en,
Lead me all my jour - ney through. Strong de - liv - ’rer,
Land me safe on Ca - naan’s side. Songs  of prais - es,
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bread of heav - en, Feed me till | want no
strong de - liv - ’rer, Be Thou still my strength and
songs of prais - es I will ev - er give to
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more; Feed me till I want no  more.
shield; Be Thou still my strength and shield.
Thee; I will ev - er give to Thee.
Text: William Williams, 1717-91, abr; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722-96, alt.; (sts. 2-3): tr. William Williams, 1717-91 Tune: John Hughes, 1873-1932 Text and tune: Public domain
Postlude "Allegro Maestoso” (Felix Mendelssohn/arr. Martin)
+ =
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Our Ministry Of Worship

Officiant/Preacher
Welcome & Children’s Message

Lay Assistant
Communion Lay Assistant
Director of Music

Acolyte

Crucifer

Ushers

Altar Care
AV Operators

Welcome Host

Brass Quintet

Evan Geiger, horn

Andrew Hitz, tuba

Kevin Maloney, trumpet
Craig Taylor, trumpet
Austin Westjohn, trombone

Pastor Meehan
DCE Jennifer Hills
Steve Tracy
Jennifer Hllls
David Leahey
Logan Zylstra
Keegan Zylstra

Angela del Pielago
Arnaldo del Pielago

Barbara Pate

Mark Gilbertson
Jurgen Gobien

Denise Canter

Our wholehearted thanks to the Brass Quintet
for celebrating Homecoming Sunday with us this morning!

This weekend's altar flowers
are given by donations to the flower fund.
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Please visit our website at www.sjlc.com for devotional readings for use in the week
ahead or to learn more about our life together as a congregation.

St. John's Lutheran Church - 5952 Franconia Road - Alexandria, VA 22310
703-971-2210

To view the current edition of our electronic weekly newsletter, Midweek Update,
scan this QR Code
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