
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 23, 2023 – 9:30 a.m. 
With One Voice, Holy Communion, Setting Five 

Prayer before worship: 
Almighty God, you pour out on all who desire it the spirit of grace and 
supplication. Deliver us, as we come into your presence, from cold hearts and 
wandering thoughts, that with steady minds and burning zeal we may worship 
you in spirit and in truth; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

T  T  T 

Pre-Service Music “A Verset on Brother James' Air” (Noel Rawsthorne) 

Ringing of the Bells 

Welcome 

Brief Order for Confession & Forgiveness 
P In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if 

we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Kneel or be seated, as able 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
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P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 
forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Opening Hymn “Now the Silence” (LSB 910) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 
Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929 
Text and tune: © 1969 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318 
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Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

Hymn of Praise 

 



|  4  | 
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Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Let us pray: 
O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the treasures You have stored up for us 
in heaven, that we may never despair but always rejoice and be thankful for the 
riches of Your grace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  

Please be seated 

Children’s Message 

Psalm (read responsively) Psalm 103 
L Bless the Lord, O my soul, * 
 and all that is within me, 
 bless his holy name! 
C Bless the Lord, O my soul, * 
 and forget not all his benefits, 
    who forgives all your iniquity, * 
 who heals all your diseases, 
    who redeems your life from the pit, * 
L  who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
    who satisfies you with good* 
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 so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
C The Lord works righteousness* 
 and justice for all who are oppressed. 
L He made known his ways to Moses, * 
 his acts to the people of Israel. 
C The Lord is merciful and gracious, * 
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
L He will not always chide, * 
 nor will he keep his anger forever. 
    He does not deal with us according to our sins, * 
 nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
C For as high as the heavens are above the earth, * 
 so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
    as far as the east is from the west, * 
 so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
L As a father shows compassion to his children, * 
 so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him. 
    For he knows our frame; * 
 he remembers that we are dust. 
C As for man, his days are like grass; * 
 he flourishes like a flower of the field; 
    for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, 
 and its place knows it no more.  
L But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting 

 on those who fear him, * 
 and his righteousness to children’s children, 
    to those who keep his covenant* 
 and remember to do his commandments. 
C The LORD has established his throne in the heavens,* 
 and his kingdom rules over all. 
L Bless the LORD, O you his angels,* 
 you mighty ones who do his word, 
 obeying the voice of his word! 
C Bless the LORD, all his hosts,* 
 his ministers, who do his will! 
L Bless the LORD, all his works, 
 in all places of his dominion.* 
C Bless the LORD, O my soul! 
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L  The Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Please stand 

Alleluia Verse 

 
 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Holy Gospel Matthew 5:6 
6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 
satisfied.” 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon “The Lord’s Benefit Package for the Oppressed" 

  



|  8  | 

Hymn of the Day “Praise to You, O God of Mercy” (WOV 790) 
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Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things 
were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, T and the life 
of the world to come.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for private prayer. 
During the season after Pentecost each petition ends with the phrase:  “Hear us, O 

God.” 
Please respond by saying: “Your mercy is great.” 

The prayers end with the words: 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, 
saying, 

“Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in 
the 

bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
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Farewell and Godspeed 
Today we bid farewell and pray God’s blessings upon Matt and Christina Anderson 
and their sons Ben and Nate who are relocating to the state of Colorado. 

Blessing of Quilts, School Kits, and Clean-up Buckets 

Announcements 

Offertory Prayer 
L Merciful God, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our 

selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive 
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

Service of the Sacrament 

Great Thanksgiving 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Preface 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on 
this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 
to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus 
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Eucharistic Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

Agnus Dei 
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Please be seated 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s body 
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.  With the bread and 
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for forgiveness of 
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.  All 
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words 
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to 
receive the Eucharist. 
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table.  The bread will 
be distributed first.  Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these. 
Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.  The wine is then received by 
individual glasses only.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for 
medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol. 
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive 
a blessing.  Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to 
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the 
Sacrament. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

(music begins on the next page) 
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Distribution Hymns 
Summer Choir Anthem “Bread of Life” (arr. Lee. G. Barrow) 
Break Thou the Bread of Life, dear Lord to me, 
as once You broke the loaves beside the sea. 
Beyond the sacred page, I seek Thee, Lord; 
My spirit waits for Thee, O Living Word. 
 
O send Your spirit, Lord, now unto me 
that You may touch my eyes and make me see. 
Show me the truth concealed within Your word, 
for in Your book revealed, I see You, Lord. 
 
Let us break bread together on our knees. 
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, 
Oh, Lord, have mercy on me. 

 

“O Bless the Lord, My Soul” (LSB 814) 

 

 
 

5 He fills the poor with good; 
    He gives the suff’rers rest. 
The Lord hath judgments for the 
proud 
    And justice for th’oppressed. 

 

6 His wondrous works and ways 
    He made by Moses known, 
But sent the world His truth and 
grace 
    By His belovèd Son. 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–76 Text and tune: Public domain 
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Dismissal 

Post-Communion Canticle “Thankful Hearts” 

 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

L Let us pray: 
 Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and 
blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of 
his endless life, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Sending 

Blessing 
P Almighty God, Father, T Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 

Benediction 
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Sending Hymn “Bless the Lord, O My Soul” (WOV 798, sing 3 times) 

 
Postlude “Postlude on the name ‘BACH’” (Bruce Steane) 

T   T   T 
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Our Ministry Of Worship 
Officiant/Preacher Pastor Rueter 
Welcome & Children’s Message Jennifer Hills, Director of Discipleship 
Lay Assistant Mark Guilfoil 
Communion Lay Assistant Danny Jessee 
Organist/Pianist David Leahey, Director of Music 
Acolyte Charlotte Hills 
Crucifer Sofi Hills 
Usher Barbara Pate 
Altar Care Barbara Wright 
AV Operator Greg Auld 
 Mark Gilbertson 
Welcome Host Christy Hoins 
Nursery Elizabeth Romeo 

 
This weekend’s altar flowers 

are given by donations to the flower fund. 
T   T   T 

To view the current edition of our electronic weekly newsletter, Midweek Update,  
scan this QR Code 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



|  17  | 

Acknowledgments 
Holy Communion, Setting Five, “With One Voice” © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. All 
rights reserved. 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English 
Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News 
Publishers.  Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
LSB Hymn License 200-2399. LS Builder Support NH 200-299. 
Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-701520. All 
rights reserved. 
A Verset on Brother James' Air - Noel Rawsthorne (1992 Kevin Mayhew Ltd.) All rights 
reserved. 
Bread of Life (arr. Lee. G. Barrow)  (St. James Music Press, 2021; permission granted by 
St. James Music Press, #4756) All rights reserved. 
Postlude on the name “BACH” – Bruce Steane  (Copyright 1909 Bayley & Ferguson, 
Public Domain) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John's Lutheran Church · 5952 Franconia Road · Alexandria, VA 22310 
703-971-2210 


