Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost Ei
November 12, 2023 — 10:30 a.m. I

Lutheran Service Book, Divine Service, Setting Four ST. JOHN'S

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Prayer before worship:

Almighty God, draw our hearts to you, guide our minds, fill our imaginations,

control our wills, so that we may be wholly yours. Use us as you will, always to
your glory and the welfare of your people; through our Lord and Savior Jesus

Christ. Amen.
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Pre-Service Music “Rigaudon” (Andre Campra/Martha Lynn Thompson)
Handbell Choir

Ringing of the Bells

Welcome

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism

[P} In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

[P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8

[P) If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. Psalm 730:3-4

[P Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise,
and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. [Luke 18:13]

Please kneel or be seated for a time of silent prayer and confession, as able




(@ Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

[P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit. [John 20:19-23]

Amen.

Service of the Word

Opening Hymn "How Great Thou Art" (LSB 801)
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1O Lord my God, when I in awe-some won -der Con - sid - er

2 When through the woods and for-est glades I wan -der, I hear the
3 But when I think that God, His Son not spar-ing, Sent Him to
4 When Christ shall come with shout of ac - cla-ma - tion And take me
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all the works Thy hand hath made, I ~ see the stars, 1 hear the might-y
birds sing sweet-ly in the trees; When I look down from loft - y moun-tain
die, I scarce can take it in— That on the cross my bur-den glad - ly
home, what joy shall fill my heart! Then I shall bow in hum-ble ad - o-
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thun - der, Thy pow’r through - out the u - ni-verse dis - played;
gran-deur  And hear the brook and feel the gen - tle breeze;
bear - ing He bled and died to take a - way my sin;
ra - tion And there pro - claim: “My God, how great Thou art!”
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Then sings my soul, my Sav - ior God, to  Thee, How great Thou
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art! How great Thou art! Then sings my soul, my Sav - ior God, to
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Thee, How great Thou  art! How great Thou art!

Text: Carl Gustaf Boberg, 1859-1940; tr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899-1989
Tune: Swedish; arr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899-1989
Text and tune: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318
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Greeting
[P) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Kyrie Mark 10:47
'U}ian > ) = == |
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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1 To God on high be glo - ry Andpeace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
0 Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev-er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—

Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,

You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
)
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’'n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P] Let us pray:
Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His bride, the
Church, that with all the company of the redeemed we may finally enter into
His eternal wedding feast; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Children’s Message
Old Testament Reading Amos 5:18-24

"®Woe to you who desire the day of the LorD!
Why would you have the day of the LORD?
It is darkness, and not light,
as if a man fled from a lion,
and a bear met him,
or went into the house and leaned his hand against the wall,
and a serpent bit him.
2%ls not the day of the Lorp darkness, and not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?
| hate, | despise your feasts,
and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
| will not accept them;
and the peace offerings of your fattened animals,
| will not look upon them.
>3Take away from me the noise of your songs;
to the melody of your harps | will not listen.
2*But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm (read responsively) Psalm 70
Make haste, O God, to de- | liver me!*
O LorD, make haste to | help me!
Let them be put to shame and confusion
who | seek my life!*
Let them be turned back and brought to dishonor
who de- | sire my hurt!
Let them turn back because | of their shame*
who say, “A- | ha, Aha!”
May all who seek you
rejoice and be | glad in you!*
May those who love your salvation
say evermore, | “God is great!”

But | am poor and needy;
| 4]
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hasten to me, | O God!*
You are my help and my deliverer;
O Lorp, do | not delay!

Epistle Reading 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture
and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead.

3But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep,
that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. *For since we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those
who have fallen asleep. "°For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that
we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those
who have fallen asleep. '®For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a
cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. ""Then we who are alive,
who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. ®Therefore encourage one another
with these words.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand

Alleluia Verse
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Je-sus is the Christ, the Son of God. John 20:31
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 25:1-13
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[P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps
and went to meet the bridegroom. °Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.
3For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, *but the wise
took flasks of oil with their lamps. *As the bridegroom was delayed, they all
became drowsy and slept. °But at midnight there was a cry, 'Here is the
bridegroom! Come out to meet him." "Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their
lamps. 8And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps
are going out.’ *But the wise answered, saying, 'Since there will not be enough for
us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ '°’And while they
were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with
him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. "'Afterward the other virgins
came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ '>But he answered, ‘Truly, | say to you, |
do not know you." *Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon "Watching with Encouragement”

Hymn of the Day "Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying" (LSB 516)
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1 “Wake, a - wake, for night 1is fly - ing” The watch-men on the
2 Zi - on hears the watch-men sing - ing, And all her heart with
3 Now let all the heav’'ns a - dore Thee, Let saints and an - gels
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heights are cry - ing; “A - wake, Je - ru - sa-lem, a - rse!”
joy 1S spring - ing; She wakes, she ris - es from her gloom.
sing be - fore Thee With harp and cym-bals’ clear - est tone.
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Mid - night hears the  wel-come voic - es  And at the thrill-ing
For her Lord comes down all - glo - rious, The strong in grace, in
Of one pearl each shin-ing por - tal, Where, join-ing with the
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cry  re-joic - es: “Oh,where are ye, ye vir - gins wise?
truth vic - to - rious; Her star is ris’n, her light 18 come.
choir im-mor - tal, We gath - er round Thy ra - diant throne.
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The Bride - groom comes, a-wake! Your lamps with glad - ness take!
Now come, Thou Bless-ed One, Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son,
No eye has  seen the light, No ear has heard the might
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Al - le-1lu - 1a! With brid - al care Your-selves pre - pare
Hail! Ho-san - na! We en - ter all The wed - ding hall
Of Thy glo - ry; There-fore will we E - ter - nal - ly
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To meet the Bride-groom, who 18 near.”
To eat the Sup - per at Thy call.
Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee!

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608
Text and tune: Public domain

Profession of Faith

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
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catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, I and the life
of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church [T Timothy 2:1-4]

[P Seeking the renewal of the Holy Spirit in our communities and in our world, we
pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for private prayer.
During the season after Pentecost each petition ends with the phrase: “Lord, in your
mercy.”

Please respond by saying “Hear our prayer.”

The prayers end with the words:

[P] Into your hands, holy God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Following the prayers, the people may stand and greet one another in the name of
the Lord, saying,
“Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace
(Matt. 5:22-24, Eph. 4:1-3).

Announcements

Offertory Prayer

Merciful God,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us - our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface

[P} The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
And also with you.

[P) Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord. [Colossians 3:1]

[P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise. [Psalm 136]

[P] It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into
death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and
death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and singng:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-1ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Prayer of Thanksgiving

[P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on
us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate
the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the
tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam,
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who
trust in Him.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus

Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits
| 9|



of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come
to us in His body and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

[P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

[P) In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini John 20:19
[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
(3 Amen.
Agnus Dei John 1:29
/B
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9 10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
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0 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.

And grant us peace, 0 Lord, we  pray.

Please be seated

Distribution of Holy Communion
Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s body
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine. With the bread and
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ's people for forgiveness of
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet. All
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to
receive the Eucharist.
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table. The bread will
be distributed first. Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these.
Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution. The wine is then received by
individual glasses only. Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for
medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol.
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive
a blessing. Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the
Sacrament.
For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see “Christian
Questions with Their
Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the pew Bible.

Music at the Distribution

Distribution Anthem “Here at your Table, Lord — 'BREAD OF LIFE'” (Anna Laura Page)
Handbell Choir

"Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” (LSB 515)
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The day

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907, alt.

Tune: Swedish

Text and tune: Public domain
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of earth’s re - demp - tion

That sets

Your peo - ple free!
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1 Re - joice, re-joice, be-liev - ers, And let your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun - tain Pro - claim the Bride-groom near;
3 The saints, who here in pa - tience Their cross and suf- f’rings bore,
4 Our hope and ex -pec-ta - tion, O Je - sus, ap - pear;
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The eve-ning i1s ad - vanc - ing, And dark-er night is near.
Go forth as He ap - proach - es With al - le - lu-ias clear.
Shall live and reign for - ev - When sor-row is no more.
A - rise, O Sun so longed for, O’er this be-night-ed sphere.
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The Bride-groom i1s a - ris - ing And soon is draw -ing nigh.
The mar - riage feast is wait - ing; The gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry The Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, We plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; At mid - night comes the cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; The Bride-groom 1 at hand.
In  tri-umph cast be - fore Him Their di a - dems of gold.



"The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us"

1

4

The Bridegroom soon will call us,
“Come to the wedding feast.”
May slumber not befall us
Nor watchfulness decrease.
May all our lamps be burning
With oil enough and more
That we, with Him returning,
May find an open door!

There shall we see in glory
Our dear Redeemer’s face;
The long-awaited story
Of heav'nly joy takes place:
The patriarchs shall meet us,
The prophets’ holy band;
Apostles, martyrs greet us
In that celestial land.

There God shall from all evil
Forever make us free,

From sin and from the devil,
From all adversity,

From sickness, pain, and sadness,
From troubles, cares, and fears,

And grant us heav'nly gladness
And wipe away our tears.

In that fair home shall never
Be silent music’s voice;
With hearts and lips forever
We shall in God rejoice,
While angel hosts are raising
With saints from great to least
A mighty hymn for praising
The Giver of the feast.

(LSB 514, alternate setting,
"Aurelia”, "The Church's One Foundation")

Text: Johann Walter, 1496-1570; (st. 1): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001; (sts. 2-4): tr. Matthias Loy, 1828-1915, alt., Text (st. 1): © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB
Hymn License no. 110005318, Text (sts. 2-4): Public domain
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Dismissal

Nunc Dimittis
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sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray:

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may,
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Benedicamus and Benediction

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God. [Psalm 103:1]

[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace. Numbers 6:24-26
Amen.

Sending Hymn "Let Justice Flow Like Streams" (WQOV 763)
0 . = |

e ===

1 Let jus - tice flow like streams of  spark - ling wa - ter, pure,
2 Let righ-teous-ness roll on as oth - ers’ cares we  heed,
3 So may God’s plumb line, straight, de - fine our mea - sure true,
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en - a - bling growth, re - fresh-ing life, a - bun - dant, cleans-ing, sure.

an ev - er - flow - ing stream of faithtrans - la - ted in - to deed.
and jus - tice, right, and peace per-vade this world our whole life through.
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Text: Jane Parker Huber, b. 1926 ST. THOMAS
Music: Aaron Williams, 1731-1776 SM

Text © 1984 Jane Parker Huber, admin. Westminster John Knox Press

Please be seated for today’s Postlude.

Postlude “Rejoice!” (Fred Gramann)
Handbell Choir
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Our Ministry Of Worship

Officiant/Preacher
Welcome & Children’s Message

Lay Assistant

Communion Lay Assistant
Organist/Pianist

Acolyte

Crucifier
Ushers

Altar Care
AV Operators

Welcome Host
Nursery

Pastor Meehan

Jennifer Hills, Director of Discipleship

Mike Nordvall

Tish Nordvall

David Leahey, Director of Music
Mychal Burroughs

Giulanna Vazquez
Benjamin May
Michelle May
Cathy Long

Mark Gilbertson
Jurgen Gobien

Joe Godwin
Andrea Hassett
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This weekend'’s altar flowers
are given by donations to the flower fund.
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To view the current edition of
our electronic weekly newsletter,

Midweek Update,
scan this QR Code

5

To Give to

St. John's Lutheran Church

scan this QR Code
— L 1 P
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Finance Administrator Jennifer Smith

Communication Specialist  Jacqueline Fuller

Early Childhood Education Center (ECEC) Staff

Director of ECEC Amanda Parks
ECEC Administrator Kari Wells
Contact Us

Office: 703-971-2210
ECEC: 703-971-3581
Website: www.sjlc.com

Emails
Pastor: pastor.meehan@sjlc.com
Director of Discipleship: jennifer.hills@sjlc.com
Director of Music: david.leahey@sjlc.com
Office: office@sjlc.com
Finance: finance@sjlc.com
Communication Specialist: jacqueline.fuller@sjlc.com
ECEC Director: ecec@sjlc.com
ECEC Administrator: ecec.admin@sjlc.com
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