First Sunday in Advent Fi
December 3, 2023 — 10:30 a.m. li

Lutheran Service Book, Divine Service, Setting Two

ST. JOHN'S

Prayer before worship

Draw near to us, O Advent Lord, in this time of worship. Open our hearts and minds
to your life-giving presence as we wait and watch for your promised coming. Amen.

Prelude “Wachet Auf” (J. S. Bach)
Welcome

Ringing of the Bells

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism

[P] In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

[P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

[P] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

[P} AImighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.




SERVICE OF THE WORD

Blessing of the Advent Wreath

Each week we light a new candle on the Advent wreath.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You call all nations to
walk in your light and to seek your ways of justice and peace, for the night is
past, and the dawn of your coming is near. Bless us as we light the first candle
of this wreath. Rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord
when he comes and welcome him into our hearts and homes, for he is our light
and our salvation. Blessed be God forever.

Amen.

Kyrie
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peacefrom a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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Advent Hymn “Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn” (WOV 633)
(Advent 1, stanza 1 only)
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

[P The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

[P) Let us pray:
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be
rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty
deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Children’s Message
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 64:1-9

'Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might
quake at your presence ? as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water
to boil—

to make your name known to your adversaries, and that the nations might tremble
at your presence! *When you did awesome things that we did not look for, you
came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. “From of old no one has
heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God besides you, who acts for
those who wait for him. °You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, those
who remember you in your ways.

Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; in our sins we have been a long time, and
shall we be saved? *We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our
righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our
iniquities, like the wind, take us away. "There is no one who calls upon your name,
who rouses himself to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and
have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 8But now, O LORD, you are our
Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter;

we are all the work of your hand. °Be not so terribly angry, O LORD, and remember
not iniquity forever. Behold, please look, we are all your people.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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“The First Song of Isaiah

Psalmody
Refrain (Repeated at end)
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Sing

the prais-es of the Lord, for He has done great
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To Refrain
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midst of you is the Ho - ly One of Is - rael.

Words: From the Book of Common Prayer; Music: Jack Noble White; Copyright © 1977 by Charles Mortimer Guilbert.
Used by permission.

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4| give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was
given you in Christ Jesus, *that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech
and all knowledge—°®even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among
you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing
of our Lord Jesus Christ, qwho will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our

Lord Jesus Christ. °God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia and Verse
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
04 —_— :
F e, s e*i® e [T o
You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Mark 13:24-37

Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture
and consider committing this passage to memory (n the week ahead.

P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth chapter.
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Glo-ry to You O Lord.
24[Jesus said:] “In those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light, 2and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the
powers in the heavens will be shaken. 2°And then they will see the Son of Man
coming in clouds with great power and glory. 2’And then he will send out the
angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the
ends of heaven.
8"From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts
out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 2°So also, when you see these things
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. *°Truly, | say to you, this
generation will not pass away until all these things take place. >'Heaven and earth
will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
32"But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. **Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not
know when the time will come. 3t is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves
home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the
doorkeeper to stay awake. *Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the cock
crows, or in the morning— *®lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. 3*’And what
| say to you | say to all: Stay awake.”

[P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.
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Sermon "Watch!"

Hymn of the Day "Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending" (LSB 336)
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2 Ev - 'ty eye shall now be - hold Him
3 Those dear to - kens of His pas - sion
4 Yea, a - men, let all a - dore Thee,
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Once for ev - ’ry sin - ner slain;
Robed in glo - rious maj - es - ty;
Still His daz - zling bod - y bears,
High on Thine e - ter - nal throne;
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Those who set at naught and sold Him,
Cause of end - less ex - ul - ta - tion
Sav - ior, take the pow’r and glo - oy,
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Swell the trt - umph of His train:
Pierced and nailed Him to the tree,
To His  ran - somed wor - ship - ers.
Claim the  king - dom as Thine own.
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Al - le - lu - 1a, al le - lu - 1a, al - le -
Deep - ly wail - ing, deep - ly wail - ing, deep - ly
With what rap - ture, with what rap - ture, with what
Al - le - lu - 1a, al le - lu - ia, al - le-
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lu - ia! Christ the Lord re - turns to reign.
wail - ing, Shall  their true Mes - si - ah see.
rap - ture Gaze we on those  glo - rious  scars!
lu - ia! Thou shalt reign, and Thou a - lone!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt. Tune: Thomas Olivers, 1725-99 Text and tune: Public domain
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Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, I and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Prayer of the Church
[P} Waiting for the fulfillment of our hope in Christ's promised coming, we pray for
the church, those in need, and all of God's creation.

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for private prayer.
During the Advent season each petition ends with the phrase: “Lord, in your mercy.”
Please respond by saying
“Hear our prayer.”

The prayers end with the words:

[P) Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy, through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord,
saying, “"Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).

Announcements
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Offertory Prayer

Let us pray: Merciful God,

in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you embrace our lives with your
great love. With joy and gladness we ask that these gifts may be a sign of that
love, and that we may continue to share in your divine life, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Preface
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g The Lord be  with you.
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C And al-so with you.

We lift them to the Lord.
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P Letus give  thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

A

Proper Preface

(P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised
Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling
sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when
He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and singing:
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Sanctus

=
| & an WL [ @ ]
\;_)V =
Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, Lord God of
) u
A r ) \
| e WS 7
\\.J}
o —
pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of Your
- }
!) S

glo - ry Ho - san-na in the high - est.

f) o | —
P [

{rs— & =

A3V -

Q) S ————

Bless - ed is He who comes in the name
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of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our
sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished
for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the

faithful the marriag

e feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father,
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and forever.
Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord

[P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I« blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

[P] As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death
until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

[P) O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to
eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

Pax Domini

[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Agnus Dei
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

Please be seated

Distribution

Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’'s body
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine. With the bread and
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ's people for forgiveness of
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet. All
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to
receive the Eucharist.

Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table. The bread will
be distributed first. Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these.
Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution. The wine is then received by
individual glasses only. Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for
medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol.

Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive
a blessing. Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the
Sacrament. For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see
“Christian Questions with Their Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the pew Bible.
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Choir Anthem “People, Look East” (Tom Mitchell)
Choir of St. John's

People, look east. The time is near Of the crowning of the year. Make your house
fair as you are able, Trim the hearth and set the table. People, look east and sing
today:Love, the guest, is on the way.
Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim One more light the bowl shall brim,
Shining beyond the frosty weather, Bright as sun and moon together. People, look
east and sing today: Love, the star, is on the way.
Angels, announce with shouts of mirth Christ who brings new life to earth. Set every
peak and valley humming With the word, the Lord is coming. People, look east and
sing today:
Love, the Lord, is on the way.

Distribution Hymns

"My Lord, What a Morning" (WOV 627)
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my Lord, whata morn-ing, whenthe stars be-gin to fall.
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1 You'll hear the trum-pet sound,
2 You'll hear the sin - ner cry, towakethe na-tions un - der - ground,
3 You'll hear the Chris-tian shout,
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look-ing to my God’sright hand, whenthe stars be-gin to  fall

Text: African American spiritual BURLE[G_H
Music:  African American spiritual 6877 and refrain
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"Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying" (LSB 516)
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1 “Wake, a - wake, for night 1is fly ing,’ The watch-men on the
2 Zi - on hears the watch-men sing - ing, And all  her heart with
3 Now let all the heav’'ns a - dore Thee, Let saints and an - gels
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heights are cry - ing; “A - wake, Je - ru - sa-lem, a - rise!”
joy 1S spring - ing; She wakes, she ris - es from her gloom.
sing be - fore Thee With harp and cym-bals’ clear - est tone.
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Mid - night hears the  wel-come voic - es  And at the thrill-ing
For her Lord comes down all - glo - rious, The strong in grace, in
Of one pearl each shin-ing por - tal, Where, join-ing with the
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cry re - joic - es: “Oh,where are ye, ye vir - gins wise?
truth vic - to - rious; Her star is ris’n, her light 18 come.
choir im-mor - tal, We gath - er round Thy ra - diant throne.
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The Bride - groom comes, a-wake! Your lamps with glad - ness take!
Now come, Thou Bless-ed One, Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son,
No eye has  seen the light, No ear has heard the might
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Al - le - lu - 1a! With brid - al care Your-selves pre - pare
Hail! Ho-san - na! We en - ter all The wed - ding hall
Of Thy glo - ry; There-fore will we E - ter - nal - ly
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To meet the Bride-groom, who is near.”
To eat the Sup - per at Thy call.
Sing hymns of ©praise and joy to Thee!

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608
Text and tune: Public domain
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Dismissal

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray:
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction
[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.

Amen.
Sending Hymn “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns” (LSB 348)
s S =
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1 The Kingshall come when morn-ing dawns And light tri - um-phant breaks,
2 Not as of old a lit - tle child, To bear and fight and die,
3 Oh, bright-er than the ris - ing morn When Christ,vic - to-rious, rose
4 Oh, bright-er than that glo - rious morn Shall dawn up - on our race
5 The Kingshall come when morn-ing dawns And light and beau-ty brings.
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When beau -ty  gilds the east-ern hills And life to joy a-wakes.
But crowned with glo - ry like the sun That lights the morn-ing sky.
And left the lone-some place of death De - spite the rage of foes.
The day when Christ in splen-dorcomes And we shall see His face.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your peo-ple pray: Come quick-ly, King of kings!
Postlude “"Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying"” (Wachet Auf)
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This weekend'’s altar flowers
are given by donations to the flower fund.

To view the current edition of
our electronic weekly newsletter,
Midweek Update,
scan this QR Code
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