Third Sunday after Epiphany ﬁ
January 21, 2024-10:30 a.m.
Lutheran Service Book, Holy Communion, Setting 2 ST. JOHN'S

Prayer before worship

Lord God, You revealed Yourself through Jesus, the Messiah. As | come before You
in worship this day, | humbly pray that You would open my heart and mind to Your
Word, turn me from sin, and strengthen the light of Christ within me. Amen.

Pre-Service Music “Salix from ‘Plymouth Suite’™ (Percy Whitlock)
Ringing of the Bells

Welcome

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.
[P] In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

[P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

[P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

[P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.




SERVICE OF THE WORD

Opening Hymn

"Lift High the Cross" (LSB 837)

A Refrain
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Lift high the cross, the love  of Christ pro-claim Till
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1 Come, Chris-tians, fol - low where our Cap -tain  trod,
2 Led on their way by this tri - um - phant  sign,
3 All new - born sol - diers of the Cru - ci - fied
40 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo-rious tree,
A . Refrain
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Our  king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
The hosts  of God in con - qu’ring ranks com-bine.
Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died.
As Thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to Thee.
5 Letev'ry race and ev'ry language tell

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956, alt.

Tune: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947

Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318

Greeting

[P] The grace of God in Christ Jesus, poured out in every gift of the Holy Spirit,

be with you all.
And also with you.
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Gloria in Excelsis
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

[P) Let us pray:
Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch
forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Children’s Message
Old Testament Reading Jonah 3:1-5, 10

'"Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2“Arise, go to

Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that | tell you.” 3So
Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh
was an exceedingly great city, three days’ journey in breadth. “Jonah began to go
into the city, going a day’s journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh
shall be overthrown!” >And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a
fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them. . ..
"Y"When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented
of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm (read responsively) Psalm 62
For God alone my soul waits in | silence;*
from him comes my sal- | vation.
He only is my rock and my salvation,
my | fortress;*
I shall not be greatly | shaken.
How long will all of you attack a man
to | batter him,*
like a leaning wall, a | tottering fence?
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They only plan to thrust him down from his high position.
They take pleasure in | falsehood.*
They bless with their mouths,
but inwardly | they curse.
For God alone, O my soul, wait in | silence,*
for my hope is | from him.
He only is my rock and my salvation,
my | fortress;*
I shall not be | shaken.
On God rests my salvation and my | glory;*
my mighty rock, my refuge | is God.
Trust in him at all times, O people;
pour out your heart be- | fore him;*
God is a refuge | for us.
Those of low estate are but a breath;
those of high estate are a de- | lusion;*
in the balances they go up;
they are together lighter | than a breath.
Put no trust in extortion;
set no vain hopes on | robbery;*
if riches increase, set not your | heart on them.
Once God has spoken;
twice have | | heard this:*
that power belongs to God,
and that to you, O Lord, belongs | steadfast love.
For you will render | to a man*
according | to his work.

Epistle 1 Corinthians 7: 29-31
>9This is what | mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From now
on, let those who have wives live as though they had none, **and those who mourn
as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not
rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods, *'and those who deal
with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this
world is passing away.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia and Verse
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel Mark 1:14-20

Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture
and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead.

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

““After John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God,
>and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and
believe in the gospel.”

'°Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of
Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. '"And Jesus said to
them, “Follow me, and | will make you become fishers of men.” '®And
immediately they left their nets and followed him. ?And going on a little farther, he
saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat
mending the nets. 2°And immediately he called them, and they left their father
Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him.

[P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Glo—ry to You, O Lord.

Sermon “Being SJILC — in Kingdom Time”
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Hymn of the Day "I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light" (LSB 411)
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11 want to walk as a child of the light.
21 want to see the  bright-ness of God.
3 'm look -ing  for the com - ing of  Christ.
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I want to fol - low Je - sus.
I want to look at Je - sus.
I want to be with Je - sus.
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God set the stars to  give light to the  world.
Clear Sun of Righ - teous - ness, shine on my path,
When we have run with pa - tience the race,
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The star of my life is Je - sus.
And show me  the way to the Fa - ther.
We shall know the joy of Je - sus.
Refrain . .
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The Lamb is the light of the cit -y of God.
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Shine in my  heart, Lord Je - sus.

Text and tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318
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Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, I and the life
of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
[P) Drawn to the light of Christ, made bold in the waters of Baptism, and filled with
the Spirit, we lift up our prayers in confidence that God loves and listens to us.

Special petitions are announced, followed by a brief silence. Each petition closes with
the words
“Lord in Your mercy.” Please respond by saying, “hear our prayer.”
The prayers conclude with:

[P} Good and gracious God, we ask all these things and whatever else you see that
we need with a sure and certain hope in your goodness and mercy, through Jesus
Christ our Savior.

Amen.

Announcements
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Offertory Prayer
Let us pray: Merciful God,

in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you embrace our lives with your great
love. With joy and gladness we ask that these gifts may be a sign of that love, and
that we may continue to share in your divine life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Preface
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It is right

Preface for Epiphany

to give Him thanks and praise.

[P} It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the
world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in
the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your
glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
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Bless - ed is He who comes in the name
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of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the Thigh - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our
sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished
for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the
faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father,
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

[P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
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P] In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

[P] As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death
until He comes.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

[P) O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to
eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini

[P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei
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Lamb of God, You take a-waythe sin of the world;
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have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the

| 11 ]



I N I
| |

me

!

: d )

sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of

———

==

)y'r

e-éi{& téi{E:
(

God, You take a- way the sin of the world;
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Please be seated
Distribution

Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ's body
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine. With the bread and
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for forgiveness of
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet. All
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to
receive the Eucharist.

Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table. The bread will
be distributed first. Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these.
Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution. The wine is then received by
individual glasses only. Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for
medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol.

Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive
a blessing. Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the
Sacrament.

For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see “Christian
Questions with Their Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the pew Bible.
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Music at the Distribution
“Carol of the Fishermen” (Natalie Sleeth)
Choir of St. John's
O listen to my story and mind you listen well, for 'tis of Simon Peter and Andrew
that I tell: Two fishermen so lowly who by the sea did dwell, Sing heyderry, hiderry
ho.
And with them were two others who lived in Galilee: One James and John his
brother, the sons of Zebedee; They labored there together beside the windy sea, Sing
heyderry, hiderry ho.
One day the Lord came walking and to them all said He: "O leave your nets behind
you, rise up and follow me, and fishers all of mankind from this day forth you'll be,"
Sing heyderry, hiderry ho.

"Eat This Bread" (LSB 638)
A u Refrain . .
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Eat this bread, drink this cup, Come to Him and nev-er be hun - gry.
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Eat this bread, drink this cup, Trust in Him and you will not thirst.
A u Cantor or Choir . . X .
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1 This is His bod-y giv-en for you; this is His blood that was shed for you.
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As of-ten asyou eat this bread anddrink this cup, you show His death un-tilHe comes a-gain.
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3 Eat His flesh and drink His blood, and Christ will raiseyou up on the Last Day.
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51If we be-lieve and eat this bread, we will have e - ter - nal life.

Text (sts. 1-2): Stephen P. Starke, 1955; (sts. ref, 3-5): Robert J. Batastini, 1942; (sts. ref, 3-5): Taizé Community, Tune: Jacques Berthier, 1923-94
Text (sts. 1-2): © 1998 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318
Text (sts. ref, 3-5) and tune: © 1984 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, Taizé Community, France, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318
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"Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord"
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1 Draw  near and take the bod - vy of the Lord,
2 He who His saints in this world rules and shields,
3 Come for - ward  then with faith - ful hearts sin - cere,
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And drink the ho - ly blood for you out - poured;

To all be - liev - ers life e - ter - nal Yyields;

And take the pledg - es of sal - va - tion here.
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Of - fered was He for great - est and for least,
With heav’n - ly bread He makes the hun - gry whole,
0) Lord, our hearts with grate - ful thanks en - dow
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Him - self the vic - tim and Him - self the priest.
Gives liv - ing wa - ters to the thirst - ing soul.
_ S in this feast of love You bless us now.

Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.

Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois

Text and tune: Public domain

Dismissal

Post-Communion Canticle
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray:

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benediction
[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

Amen.
Sending Hymn
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"We All Are One in Mission" (WQV 755)

so ev-'ry folk and na -
our var-ied gifts u - nit -

tion may feel
ed by Christ, the
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1 We all are one in mis - sion; we all are one in call,
2 We all are called to ser - vice, to  wit-ness in God’s name.
3 Now let us be u - nit - ed, and let our song be heard.
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our var-ied gifts u - nit - ed by Christ,the Lord of  all
Our min - is - tries are  dif - frent;our pur - pose is  the same:
Now let us be a ves - sel for God’s re - deem-ing Word.
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A sin-gle greatcom - mis - sion com - pels us from a - bove
to touchthe lives of oth - ers with God’ssur-pris-ing  grace,
We all are one in mis - sion; we all are one in call,
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to planand work to - geth - er that all may know Christ’slove.

God’s warm em - brace.
Lord of all.
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This weekend's altar flowers are
given in donation to the flower fund.
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St. John's Lutheran Church
Fli 5952 Franconia Road Fli
I Alexandria, VA 22310 |
A member congregation of the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod

St. John's Lutheran Church Staff

Pastor Rev. John Meehan

Director of Discipleship Jennifer Hills, DCE

Director of Music David Leahey
Office Administrator Michelle May
Finance Administrator Jennifer Smith

Communication Specialist ~ Jacqueline Fuller

Early Childhood Education Center (ECEC) Staff

Director of ECEC Amanda Parks
ECEC Administrator Kari Wells
Contact Us

Office: 703-971-2210
ECEC: 703-971-3581
Website: www.sjlc.com

Emails
Pastor: pastor.meehan@sjlc.com
Director of Discipleship: jennifer.hills@sjlc.com
Director of Music: david.leahey@sjlc.com
Office: office@sjlc.com
Finance: finance@sjlc.com
Communications Specialist: communications@sjlc.com
ECEC Director: ecec@sjlc.com
ECEC Administrator: ecec.admin@sjlc.com
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