
SINCE ANCIENT TIMES, the Church has gathered to remember the Passion (the 
suffering and death) of our Lord Jesus Christ, as well as to celebrate his resurrection 
from the dead.  This is a central truth of our Christian faith: that Jesus Christ was 
crucified, died and was buried, and on the third day he rose again from the dead. 
The Great Vigil of Easter moves us from the sadness of Good Friday to the joy of 
Easter, and tonight we celebrate Christ's passing over from death to life.  The liturgy 
of the Easter Vigil has four parts: The Service of Light, The Service of Readings, The 
Service of Holy Baptism, and The Service of Holy Communion.  Through these, we 
remember important parts of our faith story: the Creation, the Flood, the testing of 
Abraham, the Miracle at the Sea, and our new life in Christ. All of these point us to 
Jesus, who is both our sacrifice for sin and our model of the godly life.  Tonight we 
celebrate our own passing over from the darkness of despair to the new light of joy 
and freedom in the risen Christ. 

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT 

“From Darkness to Light” 
We gather outside for the lighting of the new fire of Easter. 

P Dear friends in Christ, this is the night of the passover of our Lord, the night of 
rescue from death and deliverance from the slavery of sin.  This is the night to 
recall God's ordering of creation, and to remember our first parents' fall from 
grace into sin, the sin which we have inherited.  This is the night to remember 
Noah and his family, borne up by the waters of the flood, and to recall our own 
rebirth by water and the Word.  This is the night to hear how God spared Isaac, 
the only son of Abraham, and redeemed us by the sacrifice of Jesus, the only Son 
of God.  This is the night to hear of the sacrificial lamb, whose blood was shed 
for the children of Israel, and of Jesus, the true Lamb of God whose blood 
cleanses us from all sin.  This is the night to hear of Israel's rescue from the waters 
of the sea, and our rescue from death in the cleansing waters of Holy Baptism.  
This is the night we sit in darkness, the darkness of the tomb, the darkness of our 
death, to wait and watch for the light of the risen Christ who sheds his light on 
our world and makes all things new. 

The Great Vigil of Easter 
Saturday, March 30, 2024 – 7:30 p.m. 
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P May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and 
minds. 

From the new fire of Easter, the Paschal candle is lit.  While worshipers’ candles are 
lighted, 

please join the choir in singing “Within Our Darkest Night” 

 
P Let us pray: 

Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night shines with the radiance of the 
risen Christ. Renew your church with the Spirit given us in baptism, that we may 
worship you in sincerity and truth and may shine as a light in the world, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Entrance Hymn “The Light of Christ” (Marty Haugen) 
The procession forms and moves into the church, following the Paschal candle, 

minister, and choir. 
The cantor will intone the proclamation several times and the people will sing the 

reply. 

 
Once the congregation has assembled in the sanctuary, we sing “The Light of Christ”: 

 
Please extinguish your candle at the conclusion of “The Light of Christ.”  Please be 

seated. 

THE SERVICE OF READINGS 

“From Bondage to Freedom” 

L The story of salvation begins with God’s creation of all things, and continues with 
our first parents' fall from grace into sin.  As God’s loving grace reached out to 
them, so his grace continues to reach out to us.  The blood of the lamb which 
delivered Israel from slavery in Egypt points us to the blood of the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world.  As God destroyed Pharaoh's army at the 
sea, so God has destroyed and defeated sin, death and the power of Satan and 
saved us through the water of Holy Baptism.  Hear the story of salvation and 
know that it is our story, for we, too, are God's children.  As the loving grace of 
God reached out to Adam and Eve, the children of Israel, so even today does 
God's loving grace reach out to us through the new covenant of Holy Baptism 
which God has established through the sacrifice on the cross by the blood of his 
Son, Jesus Christ. 
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The Creation:  A Reading from Genesis 1 and 2 
Silence for meditation 
Prayer 

The Flood:  Readings from Genesis 7 and 8 
Silence for meditation 
Prayer 

The Testing Of Abraham:  A Reading from Genesis 22 
Silence for meditation 
Prayer 

The Miracle At The Sea:  A Reading from Exodus 14 
Silence for meditation 
Prayer 

New Life In Christ:  A Reading from Romans 6 
Silence for meditation 
Prayer 

Congregational Response (please stand to sing)  
“The Lord Has Triumphed Gloriously” 

 
The Lord has triumphed gloriously!   
For he has drowned beneath the sea the enemy who sought us. 
The Lord is now my strength and song;  
Glory and praise to him belong who unto freedom brought us. 
Praise him! Raise him songs victorious,  
Grand and glorious, Ransomed nation: Praise the God of your salvation! 

For your right hand, O Lord of might,  
Has put the enemy to flight.  In mercy you have freed us. 
Like watered plants now let us grow  
Within your house, your praise to show: With steadfast mercy lead us. 
Draw nigh, Most High!  Let your promise  
Rest upon us, Failing never, For the Lord shall reign forever! 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 

P Holy Baptism today is given for Aelin Rose Seaton, child of Emily and Cory 
Seaton and Aelin’s mother Emily Rachelle Seaton. Serving as Aelin’s sponsors 
are Hannah and Anthony Wegner. (In absentis) 
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Presentation of Baptismal Candidate 
R We present Aelin Rose and Emily Rachelle to receive the Sacrament of Holy 

Baptism. 

The Address The pastor speaks to those assembled for Baptism 
P In Christian love you have presented this child and adult for Holy Baptism.  You 

should, therefore, faithfully bring them to the services of God’s house, and teach 
them the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments.  As they grow 
in years, you should place in their hands the Holy Scriptures and provide for 
their instruction in the Christian faith, that, living in the covenant of their 
Baptism and in communion with the Church, they may lead a godly life until the 
day of Jesus Christ.  Do you promise to fulfill these obligations? 

R I do. 

The Thanksgiving The pastor pours the water to be used for Holy Baptism into the 
font 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

The Flood Prayer This prayer, written by Martin Luther, acknowledges 
 God’s saving acts throughout history by means of water. 

P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:  We give you thanks, for in the 
beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and you created heaven and earth.  
By the gift of water you nourish and sustain us and all living things. 

C By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved those 
whom you had chosen, Noah and his family.  You led Israel by the pillar of 
cloud and fire through the sea, out of slavery into the freedom of the 
promised land.  

L In the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with 
the Spirit.  By the baptism of his own death and resurrection your beloved Son 
has set us free from the slavery to sin and death, and has opened the way to the 
joy and freedom of everlasting life. 

C He made water a sign of the kingdom and of cleansing and rebirth.  In 
obedience to his command, we make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
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P Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that those who are here baptized may be given 
new life.  Wash away the sin of all those who are cleansed by this water and 
bring them forth as inheritors of your glorious kingdom. 

C To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 

The Renunciation Candidates for Baptism and sponsors join together 
  in renouncing the works of Satan. 
P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 

the Church, the faith in which we baptize.  Do you renounce all the forces of evil, 
the devil, and all his empty promises? 

R I do. 

The Profession of Faith Candidates for Baptism, their sponsors, and the  
  congregation join together in affirming their belief in the triune God. 
P Do you believe in God the Father? 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
P Do you believe in  God the Son, Jesus Christ? 
C I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and 
the dead. 

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy, catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 

The Washing The pastor baptizes the candidate(s) with these words: 
P Aelin Rose, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 
P Emily Rachelle, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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The Laying on of Hands The pastor lays hands on the head of the baptized 
 and prays for the Holy Spirit’s work in their life: 
P God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for freeing your 

sons and daughters from the power of sin and for raising them up to a new life 
through this holy Sacrament.  Pour out your Holy Spirit upon Aelin Rose and 
Emily Rachelle: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 
presence. 

C Amen. 

The Sealing The pastor marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized 
with oil prepared for this purpose.  As the sign of the cross is made, the pastor says: 

P Aelin Rose, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross 
of Christ forever. 

P Emily Rachelle, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 
cross of Christ forever. 

C Amen. 
A lighted candle is given to the baptized with these words: 

P Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and 
glorify your Father in heaven. 

P Finally, let us pray for this family: 
 O God, giver of all life, look with kindness upon Aelin’s parents, Emily and Cory.  

Let them ever rejoice in the gift you have given them.  Make them teachers and 
examples of righteousness for their child.  Strengthen them in their own Baptism 
so they may share eternally the salvation you have given to them, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

The Welcome Those who have been baptized turn and 
 face the congregation as these words are spoken: 
L Through Baptism, God has made these people members of the priesthood we 

all share in Christ Jesus, that we may proclaim the praise of God and bear His 
creative and redeeming Word to all the world. 

C We welcome you into the Lord’s family.  We receive you as a fellow 
members of the body of Christ, children of the same heavenly Father, and 
workers with us in the kingdom of God. 
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RITE OF ASPERSION 

Using water taken from the Baptismal font, the worship leaders will sprinkle water 
upon the congregation as a visible sign of the new life given in Baptism.  The 

following hymns will be sung: 

“You Have Put on Christ” (Howard Hughes) 
 Choir of St. John’s 

“We Know That Christ Is Raised” (LSB 603) 

 

 

 

 
Text: John B. Geyer, 1932, alt. 
Tune: Charles V. Stanford, 1852–1924 
Text: © John B. Geyer. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318 
Tune: Public domain 

THE PASCHAL EUCHARIST 

“From Promise to Fulfillment” 

L The promise of salvation begins with the sacrificial lamb of Israel whose blood 
was shed for the people.  Door posts were painted with the blood of the lamb 
and the angel of death passed over the homes of Israel, leading them from 
slavery to freedom and new life.  The promise of salvation is fulfilled in Jesus who 
is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. His blood was shed on 
the cross for the salvation of all people.  Through His life, death and resurrection, 
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our sins are forgiven and we are given life and salvation.  Through Christ, we are 
reborn sons and daughters of the living God, and we are delivered from death 
and destruction.  May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of 
our hearts and minds. 

As choir and congregation sing, the church is transformed from darkness into full 
light. 

The worship leaders change their vestments to the white and gold of Easter, 
and the drapes are removed from the altar and flowers. 

Canticle “All You Works of the Lord” 
 Choir of St. John’s 
 (Congregation sings the refrain, as indicated) 
Refrain 

 

 
Verses 
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Hymn of Praise (with enthusiastic ringing of bells!) “Glory to God in the Highest” 
 (Holy Communion, Setting One) 
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The Holy Gospel – The Resurrection of Jesus Christ John 20:1-18 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it 
was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she 
ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 
said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 
where they have laid him.” 3So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were 
going toward the tomb.   
4 Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 
reached the tomb first. 5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, 
but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the 
tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the face cloth, which had been on 
Jesus' head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8 Then 
the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 
believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from 
the dead. 10 Then the disciples went back to their homes. 
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look 
into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus 
had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are 
you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not 
know where they have laid him.” 14 Having said this, she turned around and saw 



| 12 | 

Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, 
she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, 
and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in 
Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to 
me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to 
them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 

Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord” – and 
that he had said these things to her. 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Great Thanksgiving 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

L We praise you, heavenly Father, and your Son, Christ our Lord, through whom 
you have saved and redeemed us.  Through him you first created us, and now 
have still more gloriously rescued us from sin and death. 

C Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you, after 
your resurrection from the dead, once revealed yourself to your disciples. 

Congregational Response“At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing” (LSB 633) 

C (sung)At the Lamb’s high feast we sing praise to our victorious king, 
 Who has washed us in the tide flowing from his pierced side.  Alleluia! 

 Where the paschal blood is poured death’s dread angel sheathes the 
sword; Israel’s hosts triumphant go through the wave that drowns the 
foe.  Alleluia! 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
P Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, together with rivers and 

seas, wells and springs we bless and magnify you.  You led your people Israel 
through the desert, and provided them water from the rock.  We praise you for 
Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us in our desert, pouring out his life 
for the world. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

C (sung)Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, Paschal victim, paschal bread;  
With sincerity and love Eat we manna from above.  Alleluia! 

P Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

C (sung)Praise we him, whose love divine gives his sacred blood for wine, 
Gives his body for the feast—Christ the victim, Christ the priest.  
Alleluia! 

P Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await your 
salvation for all this thirsty world.  Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on 
all the baptized gathered for this feast: wash away our sin, that we may be 
revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 

C (sung)Now no more can death appall, Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise, And your saints in you shall rise.  Alleluia! 

Lord's Prayer 
P Now, with all the faithful who ever were, are, and will be, with all creation in all 

time, with joy we pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
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Distribution 
Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s body 
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.  With the bread and 
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for forgiveness of 
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.  All 
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words 
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to 
receive the Eucharist. 
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table.  The bread will 
be distributed first.  Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these.  
Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.  The wine is then received by 
individual glasses only.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for 
medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol. 
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive 
a blessing.  Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to 
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the 
Sacrament. 
For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see “Christian 
Questions with Their Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the pew Bible. 

Music at the Distribution 

“The Lamb’s High Banquet” (Gary James) 
  Choir of St. John’s 
The Lamb's high banquet called to share, arrayed in garments white and fair, the Red 
Sea past, we now would sing to Jesus our triumphant King. 
Protected in the paschal night from the destroying angel's might, in triumph went the 
ransomed free from Pharaoh's cruel tyranny. 
Now Christ our Passover is slain, the Lamb of God without a stain; his flesh, the true 
unleavened bread, is freely offered in our stead.  
O all-sufficient Sacrifice, beneath thee hell defeated lies; thy captive people are set 
free, and crowns of life restored by thee. 
All praise be thine, O risen Lord, from death to endless life restored; all praise to God 
the Father be and Holy Ghost eternally. 
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“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” (LSB 469) 

 

 
 

5 Soar we now where Christ has led; 
Foll’wing our exalted Head. 
Made like Him, like Him we rise; 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 

 
6 Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n! 

Praise to Thee by both be giv’n! 
Thee we greet triumphant now: 
Hail, the resurrection, Thou! 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Tune: French, 13th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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“The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done” (LSB 464) 

 

 

 

 
 

4 He broke the age-bound chains of hell; 
The bars from heav’n’s high portals fell. 
Let hymns of praise His triumph tell. 
    Alleluia! 
 

5 Lord, by the stripes which wounded Thee, 
From death’s dread sting Thy servants free 
That we may live and sing to Thee. 
    Alleluia! Refrain 

Text: Symphonia Sirenum Selectarum, 1695, Köln; tr. Francis Pott, 1832–1909, alt. 
Tune: Giovanni P. da Palestrina, c. 1525–1594, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

First Holy Communion 
Those young people who will be receiving their first Holy Communion during this 
service include the following: 
 Christian Pleisch Santino Vazquez 
The Body and Blood of Christ strengthen these young people in their faith to life eternal! 
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Dismissal 
P The Body and Blood of our risen Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. 
C Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 
L Let us pray: 

Life-giving God, we give you thanks for nourishing us with the bread of heaven 
and the cup of salvation, the true Body and Blood of Jesus our risen Savior. As 
you send us into the world, guard us from the power of evil, keep us in unity 
with all your people, and by your Spirit move us to testify to your grace in our 
words and actions; through Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

Blessing 
P Almighty God, who raised our Lord Jesus to life, lift you up and restore you to 

wholeness. 
Christ, the Morning Star who is risen from the dead and whose light never 
ends, scatter the shadows and fill you with light. 
God the Holy Spirit, who renews the whole earth, refresh you in the gift of 
Baptism this night and always, that you may be his witnesses in the world. 

C Amen. 

Sending 
L Go in peace.  Share the good news! 
C Thanks be to God!  Alleluia, alleluia! 
  



| 18 | 

Recessional Hymn “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!” (LSB 475) 

 

 

 
Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872–1955, alt. 
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 
Text: © 1958, renewed 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern Ltd., admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318 
Tune: Public domain 

Postlude “Sortie on ‘The Strife is O’er’” (Noel Rawsthorne) 

T   T   T 

Rejoice in the good news of Christ's resurrection:  Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 

T   T   T 
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Sunday, March 31 
8:00AM & 10:30AM* - Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Sunday  

(Holy Communion) 
NOTE: livestreaming available for service times with an * 

  
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!  

Our joy at Jesus’ victory of sin, death, and the grave overflows on this blessed  
Easter morning! A brass ensemble will provide glorious music to lead us in 

 singing praises to our risen Lord Jesus Christ.   
Between the worship services, Easter breakfast will be offered as well as  

egg hunts for children. 
For Easter Sunday, remember to bring spring flowers to “flower”  

the cross in the church entrance. 

T   T   T 

To Give to St. John’s Lutheran Church 
scan this QR Code 

 
 

 
 

T   T   T 

 
 

 

 
To download our SJLC app text: “APP” or “App” or “app” to (877) 776-1304 
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Serving this evening 

Celebrant Pastor Meehan 
Lay Assistant Steve Tracy 
Communion Lay Assistant Barbara Pate 
Organist/Pianist David Leahey, Director of Music 
Acolyte Samuel Rempe 
Crucifer Grace Rempe 
Readers PJ Baunach - The Creation 

Ray Steiger - The Flood 
Stacey Crosson - The Testing of Abraham 
Brian Hoins - The Miracle at the Sea 
Barbara Pate - New Life in Christ 

Ushers Jim Lofgren 
 Joe Godwin 
Altar Care Cathy Long 
Fire Monitors Troop 1107 
  Jim Dreier 
  TJ Dreier 

T   T   T 
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Easter Flowers and Plants  
 
 

The Palm Plants are given by Barbara Pate 
in memory of Bud Pate, Grace Green, and Michael Brown. 

 
Donors Dedication 
Megan Askew Honoring Henry and Peggy Askew and in memory of 

lost loved ones 
Denise Canter In memory of Alden and Audrey Wallace 
T Carter In memory of Eleanor Carter 
Sarah Finger In loving memory of my mom, Retha Finger, and 

nephew, Brecken Kai. 
Debbie and Jim Haugan In memory of Emily Ritter and Rose Haugan 
Klanderman Family Dedicated to all church workers 
Karen Kemmet  To the glory of God 
Meehan Family In honor of the Risen Christ 
Ethel & John Sullivan  In honor of loved ones 
Pat Zissios In memory of my late husband, Charles Zissios, and 

sister-in-law, Anastasia Zissios Kolovetsios. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
This weekend’s altar flowers are  

given in donation to the flower fund.  
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