
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
June 16, 2024 – 10:30 a.m. 
With One Voice, Holy Communion, Setting Five 

Prayer before worship: 
Almighty God, you pour out on all who desire it the spirit of grace and 
supplication. Deliver us, as we come into your presence, from cold hearts and 
wandering thoughts, that with steady minds and burning zeal we may worship 
you in spirit and in truth; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

T  T  T 

Pre-Service Music “Suite for a Musical Clock” (G.F. Handel) 

Ringing of the Bells 

Welcome 

Brief Order for Confession & Forgiveness 
P In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if 

we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Kneel or be seated, as able 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
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P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 
forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Opening Hymn "Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast" (LSB 577) 

 

 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775–1852, alt. 
Tune: The Whole Booke of Psalmes, 1562, London 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Let us pray: 
 Almighty God, You have built Your Church on the foundation of the apostles 

and prophets with Christ Jesus Himself as the cornerstone. Continue to send 
Your messengers to preserve Your people in true peace that, by the preaching 
of Your Word, Your Church may be kept free from all harm and danger; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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C Amen. 

Children’s Message 

First Reading Ezekiel 17:22-24 
22Thus says the Lord GOD: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar 
and will set it out. I will break off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, 
and I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of 
Israel will I plant it, that it may bear branches and produce fruit and become a noble 
cedar. And under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its branches birds of 
every sort will nest. 24And all the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD; I 
bring low the high tree, and make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, and 
make the dry tree flourish. I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it.” 

L  The Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm Psalm 1 
L  Blessèd is the man 
 who walks not in the counsel of the | wicked,* 
nor stands in the way of sinners, 
 nor sits in the seat of | scoffers; 
C  but his delight is in the law | of the LORD,* 
 and on his law he meditates | day and night. 
L  He is like a tree 
 planted by streams of water 
that yields its fruit in its season, 
 and its leaf does not | wither.* 
In all that he does, he | prospers. 
C  The wicked | are not so,* 
 but are like chaff that the wind | drives away. 
L  Therefore the wicked will not stand in the | judgment,* 
 nor sinners in the congregation of the | righteous; 
C  for the LORD knows the way of the | righteous,* 
 but the way of the wicked will | perish. 
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Epistle 2 Corinthians 5:1-17 
1We know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a 
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2For in 
this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3if indeed by putting it 
on we may not be found naked. 4For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being 
burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, 
so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5He who has prepared us for 
this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 
6So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the 
body we are away from the Lord, 7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we are of 
good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the 
Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For 
we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may 
receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 
11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is 
known to God, and I hope it is known also to your conscience. 12We are not 
commending ourselves to you again but giving you cause to boast about us, so that 
you may be able to answer those who boast about outward appearance and not 
about what is in the heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in 
our right mind, it is for you. 14For the love of Christ controls us, because we have 
concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15and he died for 
all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their 
sake died and was raised. 
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we 
once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 
17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. 

L  The Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia Verse 

 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 4:26-34 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture 
and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead. 

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. 
27He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not 
how. 28The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in 
the ear. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the 
harvest has come.” 
30And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what 
parable shall we use for it? 31It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown 
on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, 32yet when it is sown it grows 
up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so 
that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 
33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it. 
34He did not speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he 
explained everything. 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon "The Automatic Seed" 
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Hymn of the Day "On What Has Now Been Sown" (LSB 921) 

 

 

 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt. 
Tune: John Darwall, 1731–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things 
were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, T and the life 
of the world to come.  Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for private prayer. 
During the season after Pentecost each petition ends with the phrase:  “Hear us, O 

God.” 
Please respond by saying: “Your mercy is great.” 

The prayers end with the words: 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, 
saying, 

“Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in 
the 

bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

Greeting from the Wasmund Family 

Announcements 

Offertory Prayer 
L Merciful God, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our 

selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive 
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

Service of the Sacrament 

Great Thanksgiving 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Preface 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on 
this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 
to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus 

 

 
Eucharistic Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Agnus Dei 

 

 
Please be seated 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s body 
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.  With the bread and 
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for forgiveness of 
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.  All 
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words 
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to 
receive the Eucharist. 
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table.  The bread will 
be distributed first.  Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these. 
Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.  The wine is then received by 
individual glasses only.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for 
medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol. 
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive 
a blessing.  Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to 
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the 
Sacrament. 
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Music at the Distribution 

"For the Fruits of His Creation"  (LSB 894) 

 

 

 

 
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903–2000, Tune: Welsh, 18th cent., Text: © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318, Tune: Public domain 

"Almighty Father, Bless the Word"  (LSB 923) 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): Church Poetry, 1823, Philadelphia, alt.; (st. 3): Thomas Ken, 1637–1711, Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois, Text and tune: Public domain 
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"Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord"  (LSB 637) 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Dismissal 

Post-Communion Canticle “Thankful Hearts” 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

L Let us pray: 
 Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and 
blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of 
his endless life, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Sending 

Blessing 
P Almighty God, Father, T Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 

Dismissal 
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Sending Hymn "Sent Forth by God's Blessing" (LSB 643) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97, alt. 
Tune: Welsh 
Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude Trumpet Tune in D (Tomaso Albinoni) 

 
T  T  T 
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Our Ministry Of Worship 

Officiant/Preacher Pastor Meehan 
Lay Assistant Michael Nordvall 
Communion Lay Assistant PJ Baunach 
Guest Organist Lois Lehrer 
Acolyte Samuel Rempe 
Crucifer Grace Rempe 
Ushers Jim Lofgren 
 Joe Godwin 
Altar Care Jean Gilbertson 
AV Operator Scott Budzien 
 Jurgen Gobien 
Welcome Host Jan Swicord 
Nursery Tish Nordvall  

T   T   T 

To Give to St. John’s Lutheran Church 
scan this QR Code 

 
 
 

T   T   T 

 
 

To download our SJLC app text: “APP” or “App” or “app” to (877) 776-1304 
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This weekend’s altar flowers are given from 

Pastor & June Meehan, with thanksgiving to God 
on our 32nd wedding anniversary on June 20. 

 
 

T   T  T 

 
To view the current edition of 

our electronic weekly newsletter, 
Midweek Update, 
scan this QR Code 
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St. John's Lutheran Church 
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Alexandria, VA 22310 
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