
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 21, 2023 – 9:30 a.m. 
With One Voice, Holy Communion, Setting Five 

Prayer before worship: 
Almighty God, you pour out on all who desire it the spirit of grace and supplication. 
Deliver us, as we come into your presence, from cold hearts and wandering 
thoughts, that with steady minds and burning zeal we may worship you in spirit and 
in truth; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

T  T  T 

Pre-Service Music “Elegy from Six Sketches” (Cecil Armstrong Gibbs) 

Ringing of the Bells 

Welcome 

Brief Order for Confession & Forgiveness 
P In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if 

we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Kneel or be seated, as able 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
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P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you and, for his sake, 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Opening Hymn "Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing" (LSB 686) 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Robert Robinson, 1735–90, alt. 
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
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P Let us pray: 
Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as Your people who 
offer acceptable service. Grant that we may walk by faith, and not by sight, in 
the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  

Children’s Message 

First Reading Jeremiah 23:1-6 
1“Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!” 
declares the LORD. 2Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the 
shepherds who care for my people: “You have scattered my flock and have driven 
them away, and you have not attended to them. Behold, I will attend to you for 
your evil deeds, declares the LORD. 3Then I will gather the remnant of my flock out 
of all the countries where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their 
fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will set shepherds over them who will 
care for them, and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall any be 
missing, declares the LORD. 
5“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David a 
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel 
will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our 
righteousness.’” 

Psalm (read responsively) Psalm 23 
L  The LORD is my | shepherd;* 
 I | shall not want. 
C  He makes me lie down in green | pastures.* 
 He leads me beside still | waters. 
L  He re- | stores my soul.* 
 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his | name’s sake. 
C  Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
      I will fear no evil, for you are | with me;* 
 your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. 
L  You prepare a table before me 
      in the presence of my | enemies;* 
 you anoint my head with oil; 
 my cup | overflows. 
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C  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
      all the days | of my life,* 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD for- | ever. 

L  The Word of the Lord. 
 C  Thanks be to God. 

Epistle  Ephesians 2:11-22 
11Remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” 
by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 
12remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope 
and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off 
have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he himself is our peace, who 
has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 
15by abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might create in 
himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16and might reconcile us 
both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17And he 
came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were 
near. 18For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19So then 
you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints 
and members of the household of God, 20built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21in whom the whole 
structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22In him you 
also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 

Please stand 

Alleluia Verse 
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Holy Gospel Mark 6:30-44 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture 
and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead. 

30The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. 
31And he said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a 
while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 
32And they went away in the boat to a desolate place by themselves. 33Now many 
saw them going and recognized them, and they ran there on foot from all the 
towns and got there ahead of them. 34When he went ashore he saw a great 
crowd, and he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without 
a shepherd. And he began to teach them many things. 35And when it grew late, 
his disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the hour is now 
late. 36Send them away to go into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy 
themselves something to eat.” 37But he answered them, “You give them something 
to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of 
bread and give it to them to eat?” 38And he said to them, “How many loaves do you 
have? Go and see.” And when they had found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” 
39Then he commanded them all to sit down in groups on the green grass. 40So they 
sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. 41And taking the five loaves and the 
two fish he looked up to heaven and said a blessing and broke the loaves and gave 
them to the disciples to set before the people. And he divided the two fish among 
them all. 42And they all ate and were satisfied. 43And they took up twelve baskets 
full of broken pieces and of the fish. 44And those who ate the loaves were five 
thousand men. 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon "The End is the Beginning" 
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Hymn of the Day "Break Now the Bread of Life" (LBW 235) 

 

 

 
Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things 
were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, T and the life 
of the world to come.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for private prayer. 
During the season after Pentecost each petition ends with the phrase:  

 “Hear us, O God.” 
Please respond by saying: “Your mercy is great.” 

The prayers end with the words: 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name  

of the Lord, saying, 
“Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in 

the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

Announcements 

Offertory Prayer 
L Merciful God, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our 

selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive 
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 

Great Thanksgiving 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Preface 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on 
this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 
to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus 
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Eucharistic Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

Agnus Dei 

 

 
Please be seated 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s body 
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.  With the bread and 
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for forgiveness of 
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.  All 
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words 
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to 
receive the Eucharist. 
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table.  The bread will 
be distributed first.  Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these. 
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Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.  The wine is then received by 
individual glasses only.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for 
medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol. 
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive 
a blessing.  Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to 
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the 
Sacrament. 

Distribution Hymns 
Summer Choir Anthem  “There is a Redeemer” (arr. W. F. Schmidt) 
There is a redeemer 
Jesus, God's own Son; 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
Holy One. 
 
Jesus my redeemer, 
Name above all names; 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah 
Hope for sinners slain. 
 
Thank you, oh my Father, 
for giving us Your Son, 
and leaving Your Spirit 
till the work on earth is done. 
 
When I stand in glory, 
I will see His face. 
There I'll serve my King forever 
in that holy place.  
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"You Satisfy the Hungry Heart"  (LSB 641) 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97 
Tune: Robert E. Kreutz, 1922–96 
Text and tune: © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, admin. International Liturgy Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318 
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"Lord, Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray"  (LSB 623) 

 

 

 
Text: Henry E. Jacobs, 1844–1932, alt. 
Tune: Cantionale Germanicum, 1628, Gochsheim 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Dismissal 
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Post-Communion Canticle “Thankful Hearts” 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

L Let us pray: 
 Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and 
blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of 
his endless life, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Sending 

Blessing 
P Almighty God, Father, T Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 

Benediction 
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Sending Hymn "Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing" (LSB 924) 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): attr. John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. 
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Postlude “March on the ‘Occasional Oratorio’” (G. F. Handel) 

T   T   T 
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Our Ministry Of Worship 

Officiant/Preacher Pastor Meehan 
Lay Assistant Barbara Pate 
Communion Lay Assistant Angie Stiens 
Organist/Pianist David Leahey, Director of Music 
Acolyte Breanna Tillman 
Crucifer Grace Rempe 
Ushers Fred Esposito 
 Mike Waring 
Altar Care Andrea Klanderman 
AV Operator Greg Auld 
 Mike Auld 
Welcome Host Jan Swicord 
Nursery Jodie Pleisch 

 

T   T   T 

To Give to St. John’s Lutheran Church 
scan this QR Code 
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To download our SJLC app text: “APP” or “App” or “app” to (877) 776-1304 
 
 

T   T   T 

 

 
This weekend’s altar flowers are  

given in donation to the flower fund.  
 

 

T   T  T 

 

 

 
To view the current edition of 

our electronic weekly newsletter, 
Midweek Update, 
scan this QR Code 
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