
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 18, 2024 – 9:30 a.m. 
With One Voice, Holy Communion, Setting Five 

Prayer before worship: 
Almighty God, you pour out on all who desire it the spirit of grace and supplication. 
Deliver us, as we come into your presence, from cold hearts and wandering 
thoughts, that with steady minds and burning zeal we may worship you in spirit and 
in truth; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

T  T  T 

Pre-Service Music “Prelude in G” (J. S. Bach) 

Ringing of the Bells 
Welcome 

Brief Order for Confession & Forgiveness 
P In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if 

we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Kneel or be seated, as able 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
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P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you and, for his sake, 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Opening Hymn "Word of God, Come Down on Earth" (WOV 716) 
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Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Let us pray: 
Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know Your Son, 
Jesus, to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow His 
steps in the way that leads to life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Blessing of the Backpacks 

First Reading Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 
1Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and summoned the elders, the 
heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel. And they presented themselves before 
God. 2And Joshua said to all the people, . . . 
14“Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put 
away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve 
the LORD. 15And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you 
will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or 
the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we 
will serve the LORD.” 
16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to 
serve other gods, 17for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our fathers up 
from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs 
in our sight and preserved us in all the way that we went, and among all the 
peoples through whom we passed. 18And the LORD drove out before us all the 
peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, 
for he is our God.” 

L  The Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm Psalm 34:12-22 
L  What man is there who de- | sires life* 
 and loves many days, that he may | see good? 
C  Keep your tongue from | evil* 
 and your lips from speak- | ing deceit. 
L  Turn away from evil | and do good;* 
 seek peace and pur- | sue it. 
C  The eyes of the LORD are toward the | righteous* 
 and his ears | toward their cry. 
L  The face of the LORD is against those who do | evil,* 
 to cut off the memory of them | from the earth. 
C  When the righteous cry for help, the | LORD hears* 
 and delivers them out of all their | troubles. 
L  The LORD is near to the broken- | hearted* 
 and saves the crushed in | spirit. 
C  Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,* 
 but the LORD delivers him out | of them all. 
L  He keeps | all his bones;* 
 not one of them is | broken. 
C  Affliction will slay the | wicked,* 
 and those who hate the righteous will | be condemned. 
L  The LORD redeems the life of his | servants;* 
 none of those who take refuge in him will | be condemned. 

Epistle Ephesians 5:6-21 
6Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath 
of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7Therefore do not associate with 
them; 8for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk 
as children of light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and 
true), 10and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to 
speak of the things that they do in secret. 13But when anything is exposed by the 
light, it becomes visible, 14for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it 
says, 

“Awake, O sleeper, 
 and arise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.” 



  |  7  | 

15Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16making the best 
use of the time, because the days are evil. 17Therefore do not be foolish, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is. 18And do not get drunk with wine, for that 
is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19addressing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with all your 
heart, 20giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 21submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

L  The Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia Verse 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 6:51-69 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter. 
C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture 
and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead. 

51[Jesus said:] “I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of 
this bread, he will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world 
is my flesh.” 
52The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his 
flesh to eat?” 53So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the 
flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Whoever 
feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on 
the last day. 55For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 56Whoever 
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feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. 57As the living 
Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also 
will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven, not as the 
fathers ate and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59Jesus said 
these things in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum. 
60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can 
listen to it?” 61But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about 
this, said to them, “Do you take offense at this? 62Then what if you were to see the 
Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63It is the Spirit who gives life; the 
flesh is of no avail. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But 
there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning 
who those were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray him.) 65And 
he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him 
by the Father.” 
66After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 67So 
Jesus said to the Twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 68Simon Peter 
answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 
life, 69and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy 
One of God.” 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon "Bread of Life - Part 3" 

Hymn of the Day “I Love to Tell the Story” (LBW 390) 
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Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him 
all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to 
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judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, T and the 
life of the world to come.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for private prayer. 
During the season after Pentecost each petition ends with the phrase:  “Lord in your 

mercy.” 
Please respond by saying: “Hear our prayer.” 

The prayers end with the words: 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, 
saying, 

“Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in 
the 

bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

Announcements – Introduction of the Campaign Prayer 

Offertory Prayer 
L Merciful God, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our 

selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive 
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 

Great Thanksgiving 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Preface 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on 
this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 
to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with the Church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 
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Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

Agnus Dei 

 
Please be seated 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s 
body and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.  With the 
bread and wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for 
forgiveness of sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly 
banquet.  All who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who 
trust His words that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins, are invited to receive the Eucharist. 
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table.  The bread will 
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be distributed first.  Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need 
these. Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.  The wine is then 
received by individual glasses only.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those 
who for medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol. 
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive 
a blessing.  Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to 
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the 
Sacrament. 
For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see “Christian 
Questions with Their Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the pew Bible. 

Music at Distribution 

Summer Choir Anthem “Simple Gifts” 
 (Mark Schweizer) 

'Tis a gift to be simple, 'tis a gift to be free 
'Tis a gift to come down where we ought to be 
And when we find ourselves in a place just right 
'Twill be in the valley of love and delight. 
'Tis a gift to be loving, 'tis a gift to be kind, 
'tis a gift to leave our bitterness behind, 
And when we find ourselves in a place just right 
'Twill be in the valley of love and delight. 
When true simplicity is gained 
to bow and to bend, we shan't be ashamed 
to turn, turn, will be our delight, 
'till by turning, turning, we come round right. 
'Tis a gift to be thankful, 'tis a gift to forgive, 
'Tis a gift to find out how we ought to live, 
And when we find ourselves in a place just right| 
'Twill be in the valley of love and delight. 
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"Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup"  (WOV 706) 
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"I Am the Bread of Life"  (WOV 702) 
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Dismissal 

Post-Communion Canticle “Thankful Hearts” 

 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

L Let us pray: 
 Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and 
blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of 
his endless life, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Sending 

Blessing 
P Almighty God, Father, T Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 

Benediction 
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Sending Hymn "Praise to You and Adoration" (LSB 692) 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; (st. 1): tr. Kristen Kvamme, 1866–1938, alt.; (st. 2): tr. Christian Worship, 1993 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Postlude “Offertoire” (Bruce Steane) 
T  T  T 
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Our Ministry Of Worship 

Officiant/Preacher Pastor Meehan 
Lay Assistant Stacey Crosson 
Communion Lay Assistant Jeff Crosson 
Organist/Pianist David Leahey, Director of Music 
Acolyte Breanna Tillman 
Crucifer Grace Rempe 
Ushers Greg Miller 
 Rodney Smith 
Altar Care Martiza Guerra 
AV Operator Greg Auld 
 Jurgen Gobien 
Welcome Host Joe Godwin 
Nursery Tish Nordvall 
 Jodie Pleisch 

T   T   T 
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To Give to St. John’s Lutheran Church 
scan this QR Code 

 
 

To download our SJLC app 
scan this QR Code 

 
 

 
 

This weekend’s altar flowers are  
given in donation to the flower fund.  

 
 

 
 

To view the current edition of 
our Midweek Update, 

scan this QR Code 
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