
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 15, 2024 – 10:30 a.m. 

Lutheran Service Book, Divine Service, Setting Four 

Prayer before worship: 

As we come into your presence, O God, bless this time of worship. Unite our prayers 

and praises with your whole Church on earth and in heaven. By the power of your 

Holy Spirit, help us to worship you in spirit and in truth; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Pre-Service Music “Praeludium” (Dietrich Buxtehude) 

Ringing of the Bells 

Welcome 

Confession and Absolution 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  Matthew 28:19b [18:20] 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. Psalm 130:3-4 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 

altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 

ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 

the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 

Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.  [Luke 18:13] 

Please kneel or be seated for a time of silent prayer and confession, as able 
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P Almighty God,  

C  have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. [John 20:19-23] 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Opening Hymn "Praise to the Lord, the Almighty" (LSB 790) 

 

 

 

 
Text: Joachim Neander, 1650–80; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt., Tune: Ander Theil Des Erneuerten Gesang-Buchs, 1665, Stralsund.  Text and tune: Public domain 
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Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus Christ, our support and defense in every need, continue to preserve 

Your Church in safety, govern her by Your goodness, and bless her with Your 

peace; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 50:4-10 

4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know 

how to sustain with a word him who is weary. Morning by morning he awakens; he 

awakens my ear to hear as those who are taught. 5The Lord GOD has opened my 

ear, and I was not rebellious; I turned not backward. 6I gave my back to those who 

strike, and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; I hid not my face from 

disgrace and spitting. 7But the Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been 

disgraced; therefore I have set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put 

to shame. 8He who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand 

up together. Who is my adversary? Let him come near to me. 9Behold, the Lord GOD 

helps me; who will declare me guilty? Behold, all of them will wear out like a 

garment; the moth will eat them up. 10Who among you fears the LORD and obeys 

the voice of his servant? Let him who walks in darkness and has no light trust in the 

name of the LORD and rely on his God. 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm (read responsively) Psalm 116:1-9 

L I love the Lord, because he has heard* 

 my voice and my pleas for  mercy. 

C Because he inclined his ear to me,* 

 therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 

L The snares of death encompassed me; 

 the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;* 

 I suffered distress and  anguish. 

C Then I called on the name of the Lord:* 

 “O Lord, I pray, deliver my soul!” 

L Gracious is the Lord, and righteous;* 

 our God is  merciful. 

C The Lord preserves the simple;* 
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 when I was brought low, he saved me. 

L Return, O my soul, to your rest;* 

 for the Lord has dealt bountifully with you. 

C For you have delivered my soul from death,* 

 my eyes from tears, 

 my feet from  stumbling; 

L I will walk before the Lord* 

 in the land of the living. 

Epistle Reading James 3:1-12 

1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who 

teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For we all stumble in many ways, and 

if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle 

his whole body. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we 

guide their whole bodies as well. 4Look at the ships also: though they are so large 

and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever 

the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of 

great things. 

How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire, a 

world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the 

whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. 7For 

every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has 

been tamed by mankind, 8but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless 

evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we 

curse people who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come 

blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so. 11Does a spring 

pour forth from the same opening both fresh and salt water? 12Can a fig tree, my 

brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield 

fresh water. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia Verse 

 

 

John 20:31 

 

Holy Gospel Mark 9:14-29 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourteenth chapter. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord.  

Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture 

and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead. 
14When they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and 

scribes arguing with them. 15And immediately all the crowd, when they saw him, 

were greatly amazed and ran up to [Jesus] and greeted him. 16And he asked them, 

“What are you arguing about with them?” 17And someone from the crowd answered 

him, “Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a spirit that makes him mute. 
18And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams and grinds his 

teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they were not 

able.” 19And he answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with 

you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him to me.” 20And they brought the 

boy to him. And when the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he 

fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 21And Jesus asked his 

father, “How long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. 
22And it has often cast him into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do 

anything, have compassion on us and help us.” 23And Jesus said to him, “If you 

can! All things are possible for one who believes.” 24Immediately the father of 

the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” 25And when Jesus saw 
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that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, 

“You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him and never enter him 

again.” 26And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy 

was like a corpse, so that most of them said, “He is dead.” 27But Jesus took him by 

the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. 28And when he had entered the house, his 

disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” 29And he said to them, 

“This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.” 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon "I believe; Help My Unbelief" 

Hymn of the Day "How Wide the Love of Christ" (LSB 535) 

 

 

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007, Tune: Johann M. Spiess, 1715–72, Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110005318, Tune: Public domain 

Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things 

were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by 

the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 

was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
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suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 

glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, T and the life 

of the world to come.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Church [1 Timothy 2:1-4] 

P Seeking the renewal of the Holy Spirit in our communities and in our world, we 

pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for private prayer. 

During the season after Pentecost each petition ends with the phrase:  

“Lord, in your mercy.” 

Please respond by saying “Hear our prayer.” 

The prayers end with the words: 

P Into your hands, holy God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 

Following the prayers, the people may stand and greet one another in the name of 

the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of 

the Spirit in the bond of peace  

(Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

Building for Eternity Capital Campaign 

O God of grace, from generation to generation You have blessed our congregation 

and prospered the work of our hands. Built upon the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, with Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, we are Building for Eternity. 

Guide and direct our efforts to renovate and expand your house, O Lord, so that we 

may continue to “equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 

Christ ”Ephesians 4:12 Strengthen us by your Spirit for the great work that is before 

us, to the glory of your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Announcements 

Offertory Prayer 

L Merciful God, 

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our 

selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive 

them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. [Colossians 3:1] 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  [Psalm 136] 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the 

countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 

give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-

begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into 

death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead 

and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and 

death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and singing: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on 

us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have eternal life. 

 

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate 

the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the 

tree of life.  Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who 

trust in Him. 

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus 

Christ.  Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits 

of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come 

to us in His body and blood. 

 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

     as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power 

     and the glory forever and ever.  

Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini John 20:19 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 



|  12  | 

 

 

 

Please be seated 

Distribution of Holy Communion 

Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s body 

and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.  With the bread and 

wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for forgiveness of 

sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.  All who 

have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words that 

these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to receive 

the Eucharist. 

Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table.  The bread will 

be distributed first.  Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these. 

Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.  The wine is then received by 

individual glasses only.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for 

medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol. 

Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive a 

blessing.  Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to 

distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the 

Sacrament. 

For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see “Christian 

Questions with Their Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the pew Bible. 

Music at the Distribution 

Distribution Anthem “I Love to Tell the Story "HANKEY"  

 (William G. Fischer & A. L. Page) 

 Choir of St. John’s 

I love to tell the story 

of unseen things above, 

of Jesus and his glory, 

of Jesus and his love. 
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I love to tell the story 

because I know it's true; 

it satisfies my longings 

as nothing else can do. 

  

I love to tell the story; 

'twill be my theme in glory 

to tell the old, old story 

of Jesus and his love. 

  

Tell me of Jesus a story so dear, 

Tell me of Jesus who always is near, 

Tell me a story of grace from above, 

Of Jesus a savior and his unending love. 

"Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed"  (LSB 560) 

 

 

 

Text: Genevieve M. Irons, 1855–1928 

Tune: Joseph Barnby, 1838–96 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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"Jesus Comes Today with Healing"  (LSB 620) 

 

 

 

 
 

5  Let me praise God’s boundless favor, 

Whose own feast of love I savor, 

    Bidden by His gracious call. 

Wedding garments He provides me, 

With a robe of white He hides me, 

    Fits me for the royal hall. 

6  Now have I found consolation, 

Comfort in my tribulation, 

    Balm to heal the troubled soul. 

God, my shield from ev’ry terror, 

Cleanses me from sin and error, 

    Makes my wounded spirit whole. 
Text: Heinrich Puchta, 1808–58; tr. David W. Rogner, 1960, Tune: Johann Löhner, 1645–1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758, Text: © 

David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318, Tune: Public domain 
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Dismissal 

Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

L Let us pray: 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to 

come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true 

faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, 

together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 

kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C  Amen. 
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Benedicamus and Benediction 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. [Psalm 103:1] 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  Numbers 6:24-26 

C Amen. 

Sending Hymn "Beautiful Savior" (LSB 537) 

 

 

 
Text: Münsterisch Gesangbuch, 1677, Münster; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823–1904 

Tune: Silesian, 19th cent. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

Postlude “Grand Cheour” (Theodore Dubois) 

T   T   T 
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Our Ministry Of Worship 

Officiant/Preacher Pastor Meehan 

Welcome & Children’s Message Jennifer Hills, Director of Discipleship 

Lay Assistant Barbara Pate 

Communion Lay Assistant Jennifer Hills 

Organist/Pianist David Leahey, Director of Music 

Acolyte Sophie Wilson 

Crucifer Guilianna Vazquez 

Ushers Fred Esposito 

 Mike Waring 

Altar Care Andrea Godwin 

AV Operators Scott Budzien 

 Jurgen Gobien 

Welcome Host Elisabeth Auld 

Nursery Andi Hassett 

 Rebecca Seanor 
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To Give to St. John’s Lutheran Church 

scan this QR Code 

 
 

To download our SJLC app 

scan this QR Code 

 
 

 

This weekend’s altar flowers are  

given by donations to the flower 

fund.  

 

 

To view the current edition of 

our Midweek Update, 

scan this QR Code 
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