Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost H
October 13, 2024 — 10:30 a.m. =
Lutheran Service Book, Divine Service, Setting Four AL

Prayer before worship:

As we come into your presence, O God, bless this time of worship. Unite our prayers
and praises with your whole Church on earth and in heaven. By the power of your
Holy Spirit, help us to worship you in spirit and in truth; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Pre-Service Music “Fidelis from ‘Four Extemporizations’ (Percy Whitlock)
Ringing of the Bells

Welcome

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism

[P) In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

[P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8

[P]If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. Psalm 130:3-4

[P Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise,
and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

[Luke 18:13]
Please kneel or be seated for a time of silent prayer and confession, as able




P Almighty God,
have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.
Amen.

[P) AImighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of

the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit. [John 20:19-23]
Amen.
Service of the Word
Opening Hymn "Son of God, Eternal Savior" (LSB 842)
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I Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, Source of life and
2 As You, Lord, have lived for oth - ers, So may we for
3 Come, O Christ, and reign a - mong us, King of love and
4 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, Source of life and
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truth and grace, @ Word made flesh, whose birth a - mong us
oth - ers live. Free - ly have Your gifts been grant - ed;
Prince of Peace; Hush the storm of strife and pas - sion,
truth  and grace, Word made flesh, whose birth a - mong us
& | ! o ——— = d_!'_‘_f IP » o —

Hal-lows all our hu - man race, You our Head, who, throned in
Free-ly may Your ser - vants give. Yours the gold and Yours the
Bid its cru-el dis - cords cease. By  Your pa - tient years of
Hal -lows all our hu - man race: By  Your pray-ing, by Your
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glo -ry, For Your own will ev - er plead: Fill us with Your
sil - ver, Yours the wealth of land and sea; We but stew-ards
toil - ing, By  Your si - lent hours of pain, Quench our fe- vered
will - ing  That Your peo - ple should be one, Grant, O grant our
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love and pit - y, Heal our wrongs, and help our need.
of Your boun - ty Held in sol - emn trust will be.
thirst  of plea - sure, Stem our self - ish greed of  gain.
hope’s fru - 1 - tion: Here on earth Your will be done.

Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855-1932, alt., Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contredansen, c. 1710, Amsterdam, Text and tune: Public domain
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Greeting

[P) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie Mark 10:47
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!

O Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev -er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,

n You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.

Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Let us pray:

Lord Jesus Christ, whose grace always precedes and follows us, help us to
forsake all trust in earthly gain and to find in You our heavenly treasure; for You
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Children’s Message

Old Testament Reading

Seek the LorD and live,
lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph,
and it devour, with none to quench it for Bethel,
'O you who turn justice to wormwood
and cast down righteousness to the earth! . ..
""They hate him who reproves in the gate,
and they abhor him who speaks the truth.
"Therefore because you trample on the poor
and you exact taxes of grain from him,
you have built houses of hewn stone,
but you shall not dwell in them;
you have planted pleasant vineyards,
but you shall not drink their wine.
"2For | know how many are your transgressions
and how great are your sins—
you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe,
and turn aside the needy in the gate.
BTherefore he who is prudent will keep silent in such a time,
for it is an evil time.
“Seek good, and not evil,
that you may live;
and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you,
as you have said.
>Hate evil, and love good,
and establish justice in the gate;
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it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts,
will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm (read responsively) Psalm 90:12-17

So teach us to number our days*
that we may get a heart of wisdom.

Return, O Lorb! How long?*
Have pity on your servants!

Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,*
that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.

Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us,*
and for as many years as we have seen evil.

Let your work be shown to your servants,*
and your glorious power to their children.

Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us,
and establish the work of our hands up- on us;*
yes, establish the work of our hands!

Epistle Hebrews 3:12-19

'2Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading
you to fall away from the living God. "*But exhort one another every day, as long as
it is called "today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.
"“For we share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end.
As it is said,

“Today, if you hear his voice,

do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.”
"®For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left
Egypt led by Moses? "And with whom was he provoked for forty years? Was it not
with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? '*And to whom did he
swear that they would not enter his rest, but to those who were disobedient? *So
we see that they were unable to enter because of unbelief.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia and Verse
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
2 === —
\Q\Ju = — [ ]
These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Je-sus is the Christ, the Son of God. John 20:31
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Holy Gospel Mark 10:17-31

[P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the tenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture
and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead.

""And as Jesus was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him
and asked him, "Good Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal life?” '®And Jesus
said to him, “"Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. ®You
know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal,
Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.”” 2°And
he said to him, “Teacher, all these | have kept from my youth.” 2'And Jesus,
looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all
that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and
come, follow me.” 2*Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he
had great possessions.?And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How
difficult it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!" **And
the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children,
how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! #It is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.”
26And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be saved?”
2’Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God. For
all things are possible with God.” ?®Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left
everything and followed you.” *Jesus said, “Truly, | say to you, there is no one who
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has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my
sake and for the gospel, *®who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time,
houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with
persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. *'But many who are first will be
last, and the last first.”

[P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sermon "Hard Choices"
Hymn of the Day "Would | Have Answered When You Called" (GIA 124)
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1. Would I have an - swered when you called, “Come,
2. Would I have fol - lowed where you led Through
3. Would I have matched my step with yours When
4.0 Christ, I can - not search my  heart Through
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fol - low, fol - low me!”? Would I at once have
an - cient Gal - 1 - lee, On roads un - known, by
crowds cried, “Cru-ci - fy!”, When on a rock - y
all its tan - gled  ways, Nor can I with a
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left be - hind Both work and fam - i - ly? Or
ways un - tried, Be - yond se - cu - 1 - ty? Or
hill I saw A cross a - gainst the  sky? Or
cer - tain mind My stead - fast - ness ap - praise. I
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would  the old, fa - mil - iar ‘round Have
would I soon have hur - ried back Where
would I too have  slipped a - way And
on - ly pray that when you call, “Come,
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held me by its claim And  kept the spark  with -
home and com-fort drew, Where truth you taught ~ would
left ~ you there a - lone, A dy - ing king with
fol - low, fol-low me!”, You'll give me strength be -
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in my  heart From burst - ing in - to flame?
not dis - turb The or - dered world I knew?
crown of thoms Up - on a ter - r’ble throne?
yond my  own To fol - low faith - ful - ly.
Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, I and the life
of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church [T Timothy 2:1-4]

[P Seeking the renewal of the Holy Spirit in our communities and in our world, we
pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation.

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for private prayer.
During the season after Pentecost each petition ends with the phrase:
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“Lord, in your mercy.”
Please respond by saying “Hear our prayer.”

The prayers end with the words:

[P} Into your hands, holy God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

Following the prayers, the people may stand and greet one another in the name of

the Lord, saying,
“Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace
(Matt. 5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).

Announcements

Offertory Prayer
Merciful God,
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface

[P} The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
And also with you.

[P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord. [Colossians 3:1]
[P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise. [Psalm 136]
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[P] It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into
death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and
death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and singing:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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o-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
|
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Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
| I }
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...
Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
. ~ — I

Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

[P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on
us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life.
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate
the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the
tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam,
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who
trust in Him.
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We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus
Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits
of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come
to us in His body and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

The Words of Our Lord Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

[P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

[P)In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini John 20:19

[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Agnus Dei John 1:29
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10 Je - sus  Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
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0 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
-8
y » -
Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, 0 Lord, we  pray.

Please be seated

Distribution
Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ's body
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine. With the bread and
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ's people for forgiveness of
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet. All
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to
receive the Eucharist.
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table. The bread will
be distributed first. Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these.
Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution. The wine is then received by
individual glasses only. Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for
medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol.
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive
a blessing. Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the
Sacrament.
For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see “Christian
Questions with Their Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the pew Bible.
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Music at Distribution

“Cantate Domino” (Anna Laura Page)

Sing a song of joy to God, alleluia;

Make a joyful noise and shout to God!

Sing a song of joy to God, alleluia;

Sing a song of praise and joy to God!

Cantate Domino (Sing a new song to the Lord)

(LSB 637)

"Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord"
h 1
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I Draw  near and take the bod - vy of the Lord,
2 He who His  saints in this world rules and shields,
3 Come for - ward  then with  faith - ful hearts sin - cere,
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And drink the ho - ly blood for you out - poured;
To all be - liev - ers life e - ter - nal yields;
And take the pledg - es of sal - va - tion here.
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Of - fered was He for great - est and for  least,
With heav’n - ly bread He makes the hun - gry whole,
Q) Lord, our hearts with grate - ful thanks en - dow
o) .
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Him - self the vic - tim and Him - self the priest.
Gives liv - ing wa - ters to the thirst - ing soul.
As in this feast of love You bless us now.

Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain
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"Here, O My Lord, | See Thee Face to Face" (LSB 631)
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1 Here, O my Lord, I see  Thee face to face;
2 Here would I feed up - on the bread of God,
3 This 18 the hour of ban - quet and of song;
4 1 have no help but Thine; nor do I need
f) . .
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Here would 1 touch  and han - dle things un - seen;
Here drink with  Thee  the roy - al wine of heav’n;
This 1s the heav’n - ly ta - ble spread for me;
An - oth - er arm but Thine to lean up - on.
f) .
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Here grasp with  firm - er hand thee - ter - nal grace,
Here would I lay a - side each earth-1ly load,
Here let me feast and, feast - ing, still  pro - long
It 1S e - nough, my Lord, e - nough in - deed;
f) .
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And al my wea - 1 - ness up - on Thee lean.
Here taste a - fresh the calm of sin for- giv'n.
The brief bright hour of fel - low - ship with Thee.
My strength is in Thy might, Thy might a - lone.
5 Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness;
Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood;
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace:
Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my God.
6 Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear;
The feast, though not the love, is past and gone;
The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here;
Nearer than ever; still my shield and sun.
7 Feast after feast thus comes and passes by,
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Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy,

The Lamb's great marriage feast of bliss and love.

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-89, alt.
Tune: Henry Lawes, 1595-1662
Text and tune: Public domain

Dismissal

Nunc Dimittis
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peo - ple, Your cho - sen Is - ra - el
sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray:
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may,
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sending of Lay Eucharistic Ministers

Benedicamus and Benediction

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God. [Psalm 103:1]

[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace. Numbers 6:24-26
Amen.

Sending Hymn "Take My Life and Let It Be" (LSB 783)
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1 Take my life and let it be Con-se-crat-ed, Lord, to Thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move At the im-pulse of Thy love;
3 Take my voice and let me sing Al-ways,on - ly for my King;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, Not a mite would I with - hold;
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Take my mo-ments and my days, Let them flow in cease-less praise.
Take my feet and let them be Swift and beau - ti - ful for Thee.
Take my lips and let them be Filled with mes - sag - es from Thee.
Take my in - tel - lect and use Ev - ’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.
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5 Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.

6 Take my love, my Lord, | pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and | will be

Ever, only, all for Thee.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-79
Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793-1870
Text and tune: Public domain

Postlude “Toccata in Seven” (John Rutter)
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Our Ministry Of Worship

Officiant/Preacher
Welcome & Children’s Message

Lay Assistant

Communion Lay Assistant
Organist/Pianist

Acolyte

Crucifer
Ushers

Altar Care
AV Operator

Welcome Host
Nursery
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St. John's Lutheran Church
Fli 5952 Franconia Road Fli
I Alexandria, VA 22310 |
A member congregation of the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod

St. John’s Lutheran Church Staff

Pastor Rev. John Meehan

Director of Discipleship Jennifer Hills, DCE

Director of Music David Leahey
Office Administrator Michelle May
Finance Administrator Jennifer Smith

Communication Specialist  Jacqueline Fuller

Early Childhood Education Center (ECEC) Staff

Director of ECEC Amanda Parks
ECEC Administrator Kari Wells
Contact Us

Office: 703-971-2210
ECEC: 703-971-3581
Website: www.sjlc.com

Emails
Pastor: pastor.meehan@sjlc.com
Director of Discipleship: jennifer.hills@sjlc.com
Director of Music: david.leahey@sjlc.com
Office: office@sjlc.com
Finance: finance@sjlc.com
Communication Specialist: jacqueline.fuller@sjlc.com
ECEC Director: ecec@sjlc.com
ECEC Administrator: ecec.admin@sjlc.com
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