
Third Sunday after Epiphany 
January 26, 2025 – 10:30 a.m. 
Lutheran Service Book, Holy Communion, Setting 2 

Prayer before worship 

Everlasting God, fill the world with your glory, and show yourself to all through Him 
who is the true Light and the bright Morning Star, Jesus Christ our Lord. Bless this 
time of worship, drawing our hearts and minds to you. Amen. 

Welcome 

Pre-Service Music “Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring” (J. S. Bach  
arr. Martha Lynn Thompson) 

(Handbell Choir) 

Ringing of the Bells 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Opening Hymn "Arise, Your Light Has Come!"  (WOV 652) 

 

 

 
Greeting 

P The grace of God in Christ Jesus, poured out in every gift of the Holy Spirit, 
be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

Gloria in Excelsis 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
P Let us pray: 

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch 
forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Children’s Message 

Old Testament Reading Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
1 All the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And 
they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the LORD had 
commanded Israel. 2So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, both 
men and women and all who could understand what they heard, on the first day of 
the seventh month. 3And he read from it facing the square before the Water Gate 
from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and 
those who could understand. And the ears of all the people were attentive to the 
Book of the Law. . . . 
5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the 
people, and as he opened it all the people stood. 6And Ezra blessed the LORD, the 
great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And 
they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. . . . 
8They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so 
that the people understood the reading. 
9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the 
Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD 
your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept as they heard the words 
of the Law. 10Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine 
and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to our 
Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm (read responsively) Psalm 19 
L  The law of the LORD is perfect, 
 reviving the soul; 
      the testimony of the LORD is sure, 
 making wise the simple; 
C  the precepts of the LORD are right, 
 rejoicing the heart; 
      the commandment of the LORD is pure, 
 enlightening the eyes; 
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L  the fear of the LORD is clean, 
 enduring forever; 
      the just decrees of the LORD are true, 
 and righteous altogether. 
C  More to be desired are they than gold, 
 even much fine gold; 
      sweeter also than honey 
 and drippings of the honeycomb. 
L  Moreover, by them is your servant warned; 
 in keeping them there is great reward. 
C  Who can discern his errors? 
 Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 
 

L  Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; 
 let them not have dominion over me! 
      Then I shall be blameless, 
 and innocent of great transgression. 
C  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
 be acceptable in your sight, 
 O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink 
of one Spirit. 
14For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot should 
say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it 
any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I 
do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If 
the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole 
body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18But as it is, God arranged 
the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single 
member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 
21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to 
the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem 
to be weaker are indispensable, 23and on those parts of the body that we think less 
honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated 
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with greater modesty, 24which our more presentable parts do not require. But God 
has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25that 
there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same 
care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is 
honored, all rejoice together. 
27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has 
appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then 
miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of 
tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 
30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31But 
earnestly desire the higher gifts. 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 4:16-30 
Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture 

and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead. 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter. 

 
16[Jesus] came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, 
he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 17And the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it was written, 
18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
 because he has anointed me 
  to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
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 and recovering of sight to the blind, 
  to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And 
the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21And he began to say to 
them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22And all spoke well 
of him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And 
they said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23And he said to them, “Doubtless you will 
quote to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself.’ What we have heard you did at 
Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.” 24And he said, “Truly, I say to you, 
no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25But in truth, I tell you, there were 
many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three 
years and six months, and a great famine came over all the land, 26and Elijah was 
sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who 
was a widow. 27And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet 
Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” 28When they 
heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 29And they rose up 
and drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which 
their town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. 30But passing 
through their midst, he went away. 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
Sermon "Just Start" 
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Hymn of the Day "Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness" (LSB 849) 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955 
Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things 
were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
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Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, T and the life 
of the world to come.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 
P Drawn to the light of Christ, made bold in the waters of Baptism, and filled with 

the Spirit, we lift up our prayers in confidence that God loves and listens to us. 
Special petitions are announced, followed by a brief silence.  

Each petition closes with the words  
“Lord in Your mercy.”  Please respond by saying, “hear our prayer.” 

The prayers conclude with: 
P Good and gracious God, we ask all these things and whatever else you see that 

we need with a sure and certain hope in your goodness and mercy, through Jesus 
Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 

Announcements 

Offertory Prayer 
L Let us pray: Merciful God, 
C in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you embrace our lives with your 

great love. With joy and gladness we ask that these gifts may be a sign of 
that love, and that we may continue to share in your divine life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

Preface 
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Preface for Epiphany 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the 
world You have made known to the nations in Your Son.  In Him, being found in 
the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your 
glory.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

Sanctus 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our 
sin and be our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished 
for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully 
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the 
faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, 
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Proclamation of Christ 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death 

until He comes. 
C Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to 

eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.  So 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated 
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Distribution 
Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s body 
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.  With the bread and 
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for forgiveness of 
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.  All 
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words 
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to 
receive the Eucharist. 
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table.  The bread will 
be distributed first.  Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these. 
Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.  The wine is then received by 
individual glasses only.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for 
medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol. 
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive 
a blessing.  Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to 
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the 
Sacrament. 
For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see “Christian 
Questions with Their Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the pew Bible. 

Music at the Distribution 
“Meditation on ‘Let Us Break Bread Together’” (American Hymn Tune,  

arr. Douglas Wagner)  
(Handbell Choir) 
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"Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray"  (LSB 623) 

 

 

 
Text: Henry E. Jacobs, 1844–1932, alt. 
Tune: Cantionale Germanicum, 1628, Gochsheim 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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"Sent Forth by God's Blessing"  (LSB 643) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97, alt. 
Tune: Welsh 
Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Dismissal 
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Post-Communion Canticle 

 

 

 

 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

L Let us pray: 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 
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Sending Hymn "The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve" (WOV 723) 

 

 

 

 

Postlude “Fanfare in G” (John S. Dixon) 

T   T   T 
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Our Ministry Of Worship 
Guest Officiant/Preacher Rev. Gary Rueter 
Welcome & Children’s Message Jennifer Hills, Director of Discipleship 
Lay Assistant Rich Keppers 
Communion Lay Assistant Barbara Pate 
Organist/Pianist David Leahey, Director of Music 
Acolyte Sophie Wilson 
Crucifer Grace Rempe 
Ushers Andrea Godwin 
 Joe Godwin 
Altar Care Cathy Long 
AV Operators Greg Auld 
 Jurgen Gobien 
Welcome Host Michelle May 
Nursery Andi Hassett 
 Jodie Pleisch 
 Anne Weikart 
 Lisa Goodell 

T   T   T 
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To Give to St. John’s  
Lutheran Church 

 

To download  
our SJLC app 

 
This weekend’s altar flowers 
are given by donations to the 

flower fund. 

 

To view and subscribe to  
the Midweek Update 
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