February 16, 2025 - 10:30 a.m.
Lutheran Service Book, Holy Communion, Setting 2 ST. JOHN'S

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany H

Prayer before worship

Everlasting God, fill the world with your glory, and show yourself to all through Him
who (s the true Light and the bright Morning Star, Jesus Christ our Lord. Bless this
time of worship, drawing our hearts and minds to you. Amen.

Welcome
Pre-Service Music “Reflection” (Esther Megargel)

Ringing of the Bells

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.
[P] In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

[P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

[P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

[P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



SERVICE OF THE WORD

Opening Hymn

"I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light" (LSB 411)
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11 want to  walk as a child of the light.
21 want to see the  bright-ness of God.
3 'm look -ing  for the com - ing of  Christ.
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I want to fol - low Je - sus.

I want to  look at Je - sus.

I want to be with Je - sus.
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God set the stars to  give light to the  world.

Clear Sun of Righ - teous - ness, shine on  my path,

When we have run with pa - tience the race,
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The star of my life is Je - sus.

And show me the way to the Fa - ther.

We shall know the joy of Je - sus.

Refrain . .
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In Him there is no dark - ness at all.
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The night and the day are both a - like.
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The Lamb is the light of the cit -y of God.
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Shine in my  heart, Lord Je sus.

Tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934

Tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318
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Greeting

[P] The grace of God in Christ Jesus, poured out in every gift of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all.

And also with you.

Gloria in Excelsis
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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[P The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

[P) Let us pray:
O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people that we who justly suffer the
consequence of our sin may be mercifully delivered by Your goodness to the
glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Children’s Message/ Blessing of Prayer Shawls

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 17:5-8
Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture
and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead.

"Thus says the LORD: “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his
strength,

whose heart turns away from the LORD. ®He is like a shrub in the desert, and shall
not see any good come. He shall dwell in the parched places of the wilderness, in
an uninhabited salt land. “Blessed is the man who trusts in the LorRD, whose
trust is the LoRD. ®He is like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the
stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not
anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

| 4|



Psalm (read responsively) Psalm 1

Blesséd is the man
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,
nor stands in the way of sinners,
nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
but his delight is in the law of the LoRbD,
and on his law he meditates day and night.
He is like a tree
planted by streams of water
that yields its fruit in its season,
and its leaf does not wither.
In all that he does, he prospers.
The wicked are not so,
but are like chaff that the wind drives away.
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;
for the LorD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.

Epistle 1 Corinthians 15:12-20
2Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that
there is no resurrection of the dead? ®*But if there is no resurrection of the dead,
then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, then our
preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. ">We are even found to be
misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom
he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. '®For if the dead are not
raised, not even Christ has been raised. ""And if Christ has not been raised, your
faith is futile and you are still in your sins. ®Then those also who have fallen asleep
in Christ have perished. "If in this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all
people most to be pitied.

29But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have
fallen asleep.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia and Verse
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Luke 6:17-26

[P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixth chapter.
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Glo—ry to You, O Lord.

"[Jesus] came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his
disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the
seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, *who came to hear him and to be healed of their
diseases. And those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all
the crowd sought to touch him, for power came out from him and healed them all.
20And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said:

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.

21"Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied.

“Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.

22"Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you and revile you
and spurn your name as evil, on account of the Son of Man! Rejoice in that day,
and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for so their fathers did
to the prophets.

24"But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.

Woe to you who are full now, for you shall be hungry.

“Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep.

26"\Woe to you, when all people speak well of you, for so their fathers did to the
false prophets.

25u

[P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.
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Sermon

Hymn of the Day

"On the Level"

"Blest Are They" (WOV 764)
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1 Blest are they, the poor n spir - it;
2 Blest are they, the low - ly ones; . .
_ 3 Blest are they who show mer - Ccy;
4 Blest are they ¢ ¥ & who seek peace; .
5 Blest are you who suf - fer hate,
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Blest are they who hun - ger  and thirst; .
_Blest are they, the pure . . of heart . 5@ m
Blest are they who suf - fer in faith; the
joice, be glad, yours is the king - dom; .
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they shall be con - soled.

they shall have their fill.

__they - shall see God!
glo - 1y of God is theirs.
shine for all to SEE.

(Refrain, next page)
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Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, - and the life

of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayer of the Church

[P) Drawn to the light of Christ, made bold in the waters of Baptism, and filled with
the Spirit, we lift up our prayers in confidence that God loves and listens to us.

Special petitions are announced, followed by a brief silence. Each petition closes with
the words
“Lord in Your mercy.” Please respond by saying, “hear our prayer.”

The prayers conclude with:

[P) Good and gracious God, we ask all these things and whatever else you see that
we need with a sure and certain hope in your goodness and mercy, through Jesus
Christ our Savior.

Amen.

Scout Sunday Ceremony
Announcements

Offertory Prayer

Let us pray:
Loving God, you sent your only Son to live among us, bringing us your grace and
truth. As we prepare to receive the gift of Christ’'s presence once again, all we
have to offer is what you have given us. Receive all that we have and all that we

are to your glory and for your service, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
Preface
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And al-so with you.
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P Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Preface for Epiphany

[P} It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the
world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in
the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your
glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
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of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.



Prayer of Thanksgiving
(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our
sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished
for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the
faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father,
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
[P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me."

P) In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

[P) As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death
until He comes.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P) O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to
eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini
[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei
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grant us peace, grant us  peace,

Please be seated



Distribution

Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ's body
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine. With the bread and
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ's people for forgiveness of
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet. All
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to
receive the Eucharist.

Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’'s Table. The bread will
be distributed first. Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these.
Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution. The wine is then received by
individual glasses only. Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for
medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol.

Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive
a blessing. Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the
Sacrament.

For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see "Christian
Questions with Their Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the pew Bible.
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Music at the Distribution
Choir Anthem “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” (Roger Price)

Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
And with fear and trembling stand,
Ponder nothing earthly minded,
For with blessing in His hand,
Christ our God to earth descendeth
Our full homage to demand.

King of kings, yet born of Mary,
As of old on earth He stood,
Lord of lords, in human vesture,
In the body and the blood,

He will give to all the faithful
His own self for heavenly food.

Rank on rank the host of heaven
Spreads its vanguard on the way,
As the Light of light descendeth
From the realms of endless day,
That the powers of hell may vanish
As the darkness clears away.

At His feet the six winged seraph,
Cherubim with sleepless eye,

Veil their faces to the presence,
As with ceaseless voice they cry:
Alleluia, Alleluia

Alleluia, Lord Most High!
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"Christ, the Word of God Incarnate" (LSB 540)
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1 Christ, the Word of God in - car - nate, Lord and Son of
2 Christ, the liv - ing bread from heav - en, Food for bod -y,
3 Christ, the shoot that springs tri - um - phant From the stump of
4 Christ, our good and faith - ful shep - herd, Watch -ing all Your
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A - bra-ham; Christ, the ra-diance of  the Fa ther,
food for soul; Christ, the man - na dai - ly giv en,
Jes - se’s tree; Christ, true vine, You nur - ture branch - es
lambs and sheep; Christ, the gate that guards the sheep - fold,
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Per - fect God, the great [ AM; Christ, the light, You
Nour - ish, strength -en, make us whole. Feed us with the
To bear fruit a - bun-dant - ly. Graft us 1in - to
Nev - er - fail - ing vig - il keep. When we stray, Good
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shine un - van-quished, Light and life You bring to all; Light our

food of heav - en, Fore-taste of the feast to be; Quench our

You, O Sav - i1or; Prune ourhearts so we re - main Fruit - ful
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Shep-herd, seek us, Find wus, lift us, bear us home; Lamb of
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path with Your own pres - ence,

Grant us grace to heed Your call.
thirst with liv - ing wa - ter

Spring-ing up e - ter - nal - ly.
branch-es in  Your vine - yard Till e - ter - nal life we gain.
God, our shep - herd, keep us; Let us hear Your voice a - lone.

5 Christ, the way that leads unfailing 6  Christ, the Alpha and Omega,
To the Father's home on high, Christ, the firstborn from the dead,
Christ, the truth that frees the captive, Christ, the life and resurrection,
Christ, the life that cannot die. Christ, the Church'’s glorious head:
Mediator to the Father, Praise and thanks and adoration
Sacrifice and great High Priest: And unending worship be
Lead us to Your heav'nly mansions, To the Father and the Spirit
There to share Your wedding feast. And to You eternally.

Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati
Tune: Public domain
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"Jesus Comes Today with Healing" (LSB 620)
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1 Je - sus comes to - day with heal -ing, Knock-ing at my
2 Christ Him - self, the priest pre - sid - ing, Yet in bread and
3 Un - der bread and wine, though low - ly, I re - ceive the
4 God de - scends with heav’n - ly pow - er, Gives Him - self to
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door, ap - peal-ing, Of - f’ring par - don, grace, and peace.
wine a - bid -ing In this ho - ly sac - ra - ment,
Sav - ior ho - ly, Blood and bod - Yy, giv’n for me,
me this hour In this or - di - nar - y sign.
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He Him - self makes prep - a - ra - tion, And I  hear His
Gives the bread of life, once bro-ken, And the cup, the
Ver - y Lamb of God from heav-en, Who to bit - ter
On my tongue His pledge re - ceiv-ing, I ac - cept His
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T — | :
in - vi - ta - tionn “Come and taste the bless - ed feast.”
pre - cious to - ken Of His sa - cred COvV - € - nant.
death was giv - en, Hung up - on the curs - ed ftree.
grace, be - liev - ing That I taste His love di - vine.
5 Let me praise God’'s boundless favor,
Whose own feast of love | savor,
Bidden by His gracious call.
Wedding garments He provides me,
With a robe of white He hides me,
Fits me for the royal hall.
6  Now have | found consolation,

Comfort in my tribulation,

Balm to heal the troubled soul.
God, my shield from ev'ry terror,
Cleanses me from sin and error,

Makes my wounded spirit whole.

Tune: Johann Lohner, 1645-1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar Kénig, 1691-1758
Tune: Public domain
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Dismissal

Post-Communion Canticle
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray:

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another;

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benediction

[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.
Amen.
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Sending Hymn
0

"Let Justice Flow like Streams" (WQOV 763)
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1 Let jus - tice flow like streams of spark - ling wa - ter, pure,
2 Let righ-teous-ness roll on as oth - ers’ cares we  heed,
3 So may God’s plumb line, straight, de - fine our mea - sure true,
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en - a - bling growth, re - fresh-ing life, a - bun - dant, cleans-ing, sure.
an ev - er - flow - ing stream of faithtrans - la - ted in - to deed.
and jus - tice, right, and peace per-vade this world our whole life through.
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Text: Jane Parker Huber, b. 1926 ST. THOMAS
Music: Aaron Williams, 1731-1776 SM
Text © 1984 Jane Parker Huber, admin. Westminster John Knox Press
Postlude
T
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To Give to St. John's To download
Lutheran Church our SJILC ap
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This weekend's altar flowers To view and subscribe to

are given by donations to the the Midweek Update
flower fund.
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St. John's Lutheran Church
Eli 5952 Franconia Road Eli
| Alexandria, VA 22310 |
A member congregation of the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod

St. John's Lutheran Church Staff

Pastor Rev. John Meehan
Director of Discipleship Jennifer Hills, DCE
Director of Music David Leahey
Office/Facilities Administrator Michelle May
Finance Administrator Jennifer Smith

Early Childhood Education Center (ECEC) Staff
Director of ECEC Amanda Parks
ECEC Administrator Kari Wells

Contact Us
Office: 703-971-2210
ECEC: 703-971-3581

Website: www.sjlc.com

Emails
Pastor: pastor.meehan@sjlc.com
Director of Discipleship: jennifer.hills@sjlc.com
Director of Music: david.leahey@sjlc.com
Office: office@sjlc.com
Finance: finance@sjlc.com
ECEC Director: ecec@sjlc.com
ECEC Administrator: ecec.admin@sjlc.com
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