
Second Sunday in Lent 
March 16, 2025 – 10:30 a.m. 
With One Voice: Holy Communion, Setting 6 

Prayer before Worship: 
Lord Jesus, walk with us during these 40 days of Lent. Be near to us in our struggles 
against temptation, and let us find our strength in you. Bless this time of worship 
for your Name’s sake. Amen. 

T   T   T 

Welcome 

Pre-Service Music “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” (Lloyd Larson) 
Handbell Choir 

Ringing of the Bells 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us 

from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, 
attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
P Gracious God, 
C we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. 

We are not worthy to be called your children. 
Have mercy on us and turn us from our sinful ways. 
Forgive us and bring us back to you, 
For we once were dead but now have life, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
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P The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love. Through the Holy Spirit, God gives life, freedom from the power 
of sin, and resurrection from the dead. In the name of T Jesus, your sins are 
forgiven. Live in newness of life. 

C Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Processional Hymn "Jesus, Refuge of the Weary" (LSB 423) 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Girolamo Savonarola, 1452–98; tr. Jane F. Wilde, 1826–96, alt. 
Tune: Erbaulicher Musicalischer Christen-Schatz, 1745, Basel 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Kyrie 

 
Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray: 

O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power 
defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil 
thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 26:8-15 
8When Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the LORD had commanded him to 
speak to all the people, then the priests and the prophets and all the people laid 
hold of him, saying, “You shall die! 9Why have you prophesied in the name of the 
LORD, saying, ‘This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without 
inhabitant’?” And all the people gathered around Jeremiah in the house of the LORD. 
10When the officials of Judah heard these things, they came up from the king’s 
house to the house of the LORD and took their seat in the entry of the New Gate of 
the house of the LORD. 11Then the priests and the prophets said to the officials and 
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to all the people, “This man deserves the sentence of death, because he has 
prophesied against this city, as you have heard with your own ears.” 
12Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people, saying, “The LORD sent 
me to prophesy against this house and this city all the words you have heard. 13Now 
therefore mend your ways and your deeds, and obey the voice of the LORD your 
God, and the LORD will relent of the disaster that he has pronounced against you. 
14But as for me, behold, I am in your hands. Do with me as seems good and right to 
you. 15Only know for certain that if you put me to death, you will bring innocent 
blood upon yourselves and upon this city and its inhabitants, for in truth the LORD 
sent me to you to speak all these words in your ears.” 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm (read responsively) Psalm 4 
L  Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness! 
 You have given me relief when I was in distress. 
 Be gracious to me and hear my prayer! 
C  O men, how long shall my honor be turned into shame? 
 How long will you love vain words and seek after lies? 
L  But know that the LORD has set apart the godly for himself; 
 the LORD hears when I call to him. 
C  Be angry, and do not sin; 
 ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and be silent. 
L  Offer right sacrifices, 
 and put your trust in the LORD. 
C  There are many who say, “Who will show us some good? 
 Lift up the light of your face upon us, O LORD!” 
L  You have put more joy in my heart 
 than they have when their grain and wine abound. 
C  In peace I will both lie down and sleep; 
 for you alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety. 
 

Epistle Reading Philippians 3:17-4:1 
17Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to 
the example you have in us. 18For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell 
you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19Their end is 
destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on 
earthly things. 20But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the 
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Lord Jesus Christ, 21who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, 
by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. 
1Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm 
thus in the Lord, my beloved. 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Lenten Verse 

 
Holy Gospel Luke 13:31-35 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter. 
C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture 
And consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead. 

31At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus], “Get away from here, 
for Herod wants to kill you.” 32And he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold, I 
cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I finish 
my course. 33Nevertheless, I must go on my way today and tomorrow and the day 
following, for it cannot be that a prophet should perish away from Jerusalem.’ 34O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are 
sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen 
gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not! 35Behold, your house is 
forsaken. And I tell you, you will not see me until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord!’” 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon "Shelter and Safety" 
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Hymn of the Day "Thy Holy Wings" (WOV 741) 

 

 

 

 

 
Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed 
C We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him 
all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, T and the 
life of the world to come.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 
P Gathered by the Spirit, let us return to the Lord our God and pray for the 

church, the world, and all who yearn for new life. 
Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for private prayer. 
During the season of Lent each petition ends with the phrase:  “Lord, in your mercy.” 

Please respond by saying: “Hear our prayer.” 
The prayers end with the words: 

P Almighty God, you have commanded us to pray, and you promise to hear us. 
Hear the prayers of your people and grant us all that we need, for the sake of 
the One in whose name we pray, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

Announcements / Girls Scouts Faith Sunday 

Offertory Prayer 
L Let us pray.  God our provider, 
C you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life.  

Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

Great Thanksgiving 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Preface 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.  You bid 
your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast.  
Renew our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of the grace that 
belongs to the children of God.  And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus 

 
Eucharistic Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven,  

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses  
     as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power  
     and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Agnus Dei 

 
Please be seated 

Distribution  
Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s body 
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.  With the bread and 
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for forgiveness of 
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.  All 
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words 
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to 
receive the Eucharist. 
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table.  The bread will 
be distributed first.  Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these.  
Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.  The wine is then received by 
individual glasses only.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for 
medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol. 
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive 
a blessing.  Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to 
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distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the 
Sacrament. For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see 
“Christian Questions with Their Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the pew Bible. 

Music at the Distribution 
Handbell Choir “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” (Lloyd Larson) 

"Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness"  (LSB 563) 

 

 

 
 

5 When from the dust of death I rise 
To claim my mansion in the skies, 
This then shall be my only plea: 
Jesus hath lived and died for me. 

 
6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 

Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 
For me, and all Thy hands have made, 
An everlasting ransom paid. 

Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–91, alt. 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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"My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less"  (LSB 575) 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward Mote, 1797–1874, alt. 
Tune: John Stainer, 1840–1901 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Dismissal 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
L Let us pray:  Merciful God, 
C accompany our journey through these forty days.  Renew us in the gift of 

Baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in 
need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our 
treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Blessing 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 
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Sending 
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Sending Hymn "Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways" (LSB 707) 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 
Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793–1870 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Postlude “Fugue in G Minor” (J. S. Bach) 

T   T   T 
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Our Ministry Of Worship 

Officiant/Preacher Pastor Meehan 
Welcome & Children’s Message Jennifer Hills, Director of Discipleship 
Lay Assistant Tish Nordvall 
Communion Lay Assistant Thuy Nguyen 
Organist/Pianist David Leahey, Director of Music 
Acolyte Charlotte Hills 
Crucifer Sofi Hills 
Ushers Mike Waring 
 Jim Lofgren 
Altar Care Jean Gilbertson 
AV Operators Mark Gilbertson 
 Greer Putnam 
Welcome Host Jan Swicord 
Nursery Lina Lynch 
 Andi Hassett 
 
 
 
 

T   T   T 
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To Give to St. John’s  
Lutheran Church 

 

To download  
our SJLC app 

 

This weekend’s altar flowers 
are given by donations to the 

flower fund. 

 

To view and subscribe to  
the Midweek Update 
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2025 Lenten Worship Schedule 
NOTE: livestreaming available for service times with an * 

  
Sundays, Lent Worship Services  

10:30AM* - Holy Communion 
March 23, 30, and April 6 

  
Wednesdays, Midweek Lenten Worship 

12 Noon* - Holy Communion 
March 19, 26, and April 2, 9, and 16 

   
Sunday, April 13 

10:30AM* - Palm/Passion Sunday  
(Holy Communion) 

  
Thursday, April 17 

7:30PM* - Maundy Thursday 
(Holy Communion and stripping of the altar) 

  
Friday, April 18 

12 Noon* & 7:30PM - Good Friday 
(No Communion) 

  
Saturday, April 19 

7:30PM - Holy Saturday/Great Vigil of Easter 
(Holy Communion) 

  
Sunday, April 20 

8:00AM & 10:30AM* - Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Sunday  
(Holy Communion) 

Easter Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt between worship services  
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St. John's Lutheran Church 
5952 Franconia Road 
Alexandria, VA 22310 

A member congregation of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Staff 
Pastor Rev. John Meehan 
Director of Discipleship  Jennifer Hills, DCE 
Director of Music David Leahey 
Office/Facilities Administrator Michelle May 
Finance Administrator Jennifer Smith 

 
Early Childhood Education Center (ECEC) Staff 
Director of ECEC Amanda Parks 
ECEC Administrator Kari Wells 

 
 

Contact Us 
Office: 703-971-2210 
ECEC: 703-971-3581 

Website: www.sjlc.com 
 

Emails 
Pastor: pastor.meehan@sjlc.com 

Director of Discipleship: jennifer.hills@sjlc.com 
Director of Music: david.leahey@sjlc.com 

Office: office@sjlc.com 
Finance: finance@sjlc.com 

Communications Specialist: communications@sjlc.com 
ECEC Director: ecec@sjlc.com 

ECEC Administrator: ecec.admin@sjlc.com 


