Fourth Sunday in Lent H
March 30, 2025 - 10:30 a.m.

, _ , _ ST. JOHN'S
With One Voice: Holy Communion, Setting 6

Prayer of preparation:

Lord Jesus, walk with us during these 40 days of Lent. Be near to us in our struggles
against temptation, and let us find our strength in you. Bless this time of worship for
your Name's sake. Amen.

T o ok

Welcome

Pre-Service Music “Fantasia” (Orlando Gibbons)

Ringing of the Bells

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that,
attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

&=

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Gracious God,

we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed.

We are not worthy to be called your children.

Have mercy on us and turn us from our sinful ways.

Forgive us and bring us back to you,

For we once were dead but now have life, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

[P] The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love. Through the Holy Spirit, God gives life, freedom from the power
of sin, and resurrection from the dead. In the name of I~ Jesus, your sins are
forgiven. Live in newness of life.
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Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
Processional Hymn "Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing" (LSB 686)
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1 Come, Thou Fount of ev - ’ry bless-ing, Tune my heart to
2 Here I raise my Eb-en - e - zer, Hith - er by Thy
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt - or Dai -1ly I'm con -
4 Oh, that day when freed from sin - ning, I shall see Thy
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sing Thy grace; Streams of mer - cy, nev - er ceas - ing,
help I've come; And I hope, by Thy good plea - sure,
strained to  be; Let that grace now like a fet - ter
love - ly face; Clothed then in the blood - washed lin - en,
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Call for songs of loud - est praise. While the hope of end-less
Safe-ly to ar - rive at home. Je - sus sought me when a
Bind my wan-d’ring heart to Thee: Prone to  wan - der, Lord, I
How T'll sing Thy won-drous grace! Come, my Lord, no long-er
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glo - ry Fills my heart with joy and love, Teach me
strang - er, Wan - dring from the fold of God; He, to
feel it;  Prone to leave the God I Ilove. Here’s my
tar - ry; Take my ran - som’d soul a - way; Send Thine
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ev - er to a-dore Thee; May I still Thy good-ness prove.
res - cue me from dan - ger, In - ter-posed His pre - cious blood.
heart, O take and seal it, Seal it for Thy courts a - bove.
an - gels soon to car - ry Me to realms of end -less day.

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-90, alt.
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg
Text and tune: Public domain



Greeting

[P] The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Kyrie
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1,3 Ky - nn-e e - let - son. Ky - nn-e e - let - son
2 Chris - te e - let - son. Chris - te e - lel - son.
1,3 Lord, have mer - cy. Lord, have mer - cy.
2 Christ, have mer - cy. Christ, have mer - cy.
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Ky - n - e le - 1 - son
Chris - - le - 1 - son
Lord, have mer - cy.
Christ, have  mer - €v.

Prayer of the Day

P} Let us pray:
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and
provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and
serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Children’s Message
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 12:1-6

"You will say in that day: “I will give thanks to you, O Lorp, for though you were
angry with me, your anger turned away, that you might comfort me. “Behold, God
is my salvation; | will trust, and will not be afraid; for the LORD GOD is my strength
and my song, and he has become my salvation.” *With joy you will draw water from
the wells of salvation. “And you will say in that day: “Give thanks to the Lorp, call
upon his name, make known his deeds among the peoples, proclaim that his name
is exalted.
>"Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be made known in all
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the earth. ®Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is
the Holy One of Israel.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm (read responsively) Psalm 32

Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.
Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.
For when | kept silent, my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long.
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.
| acknowledged my sin to you,
and | did not cover my iniquity;
| said, “l will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Therefore let everyone who is godly
offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found;
surely in the rush of great waters,
they shall not each him.
You are a hiding place for me;
you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;
I will counsel you with my eye upon you.
Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding,
which must be curbed with bit and bridle,
or it will not stay near you.
Many are the sorrows of the wicked,
but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the LoRrD.
Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O righteous,
and shout for joy, all you upright in heart!
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Epistle Reading 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture
And consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead.

'"®From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we
once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer.
"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed
away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ
reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; "that is, in Christ
God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against
them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. *Therefore, we are
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. ?'For our sake he made him to be sin who
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Lenten Verse
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gra-clous andmer-ci-ful, slow to an- ger, and a-bound- ing in stead-fast love.
Holy Gospel Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

[P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. 2And the
Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats
with them.” 3So he told them this parable: [. . ]
"And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. '>And the younger of them
said to his father, ‘'Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me." And
he divided his property between them. *Not many days later, the younger son
gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered
his property in reckless living. And when he had spent everything, a severe famine
arose in that country, and he began to be in need. ">So he went and hired himself
out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs.
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'®And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave
him anything.

7"But when he came to himself, he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants
have more than enough bread, but | perish here with hunger! '8 will arise and go
to my father, and | will say to him, “Father, | have sinned against heaven and before
you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired
servants.” *®And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way
off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed
him. 2’And the son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and before
you. | am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ °But the father said to his
servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand,
and shoes on his feet. 22And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and
celebrate. **For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’
And they began to celebrate.

2>"Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house,
he heard music and dancing. **And he called one of the servants and asked what
these things meant. *’And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and your father
has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.’
8But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him,
>but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years | have served you, and |
never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that | might
celebrate with my friends. *°But when this son of yours came, who has devoured
your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 3'And he said
to him, ‘'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. *?It was fitting to
celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and
is found.”

P} The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon "Reconciliation and Rejoicing"
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Hymn of the Day "Our Father, We Have Wandered" (WOV 733)
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1 Our Fa-ther, we have wan - deredand hid - den fromyour face;
2 And now at lengthdis - cern - ing the e - vil that we do,
3 O Lord of all the liv - ing, both ban-ished and re - stored,

0 ,
"4 1
y.

OIS e 7

in  fool - ish - ness have squan - deredyour leg - a - cy o grace.
be - hold us, Lord, re - turn - ing with hope and trust to you.
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com - pas - sion - ate, for - gv - ing and ev - er - car-ing Lord,
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But now, in ex -ie dwell - ing, we rise with fear and shame,

In haste you come to  meet us and home re - joic - ing  bring,

grant now that our trans-gress - ing, our faith-less - ness may cease.
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as, dis - tant but com - pel - ling, we hear you call our name.
in glad-ness there to greet us with calf and robe and ring
Stretch out your hand in  bless - ing, in par - don, and in  peace.
Text: Kevin Nichols, b, 1929 HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN
Music: Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612; arr. J.S. Bach, 1685-1750 7676D
Text © 1981, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc.
Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to



judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, *1- and the
life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

P} Gathered by the Spirit, let us return to the Lord our God and pray for the
church, the world, and all who yearn for new life.

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for private prayer.
During the season of Lent each petition ends with the phrase: “Lord, in your mercy.”
Please respond by saying: “"Hear our prayer.”

The prayers end with the words:

P} Almighty God, you have commanded us to pray, and you promise to hear us.
Hear the prayers of your people and grant us all that we need, for the sake of
the One in whose name we pray, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Announcements / Blessing of Quilts, School Kits, Personal Care Kits, and
Clean-up Buckets

Offertory Prayer

Let us pray. God our provider,

you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life.
Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Great Thanksgiving

P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

[P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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Preface

P] Itis indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. You bid
your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast.
Renew our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of the grace that
belongs to the children of God. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er, God of might:
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heav-en and earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho-san-na in the high-est.
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Bless-ed is he whocomesin the name of the Lord. Ho - san - na
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in the  high-est. Ho -san - na in the high - est.

Music:  Mass of Creation, Marty Haugen, b, 1950
Music © 1984 G1A Publications, Inc.

Eucharistic Prayer

Lord’s Prayer
P) Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



Agnus Dei
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have mer - ¢y  on us, have mer - cy  on us.
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grant us  peace, grant  us peace.
Please be seated
Distribution

Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’'s body
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine. With the bread and
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ's people for forgiveness of
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet. All
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to
receive the Eucharist.

Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table. The bread will
be distributed first. Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these.
Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution. The wine is then received by
individual glasses only. Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for
medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol.

Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive
a blessing. Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to
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distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the

Sacrament.

For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see “Christian
Questions with Their Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the pew Bible.

Music at the Distribution
Choir Anthem

“Create in me” (B & N. Muskrat)
Choir of St. John's

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from thy presence,; and take not thy holy spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.

And then will | teach transgressors thy ways, and sinners shall be converted unto

thee.

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

"Come unto Me, Ye Weary" (LSB 684)
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1 “Come un-to Me, ye wea - ry, And I will give you rest.”
2 “Come un-to Me, ye wan - d’rers, And I will give you light.”
3 “Come un -to Me, ye faint - ing, And I will give you life.”
4 “And who-so-ev-er com - eth, I  will not cast him out.”
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O bless-ed voice of Je - sus, Which comes to hearts op-pressed!
O lov - ing voice of Je - sus, Which comes to cheer the night!
O cheer-ing voice of Je - sus, Which comes to aid our strife!
O pa-tient love of Je - sus, Which drives a - way our doubt,
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It tells of ben - e - dic - tion, Of par-don, grace, and peace,
Our hearts were filled with sad - ness, And we had lost our way;
The foe is stern and ea - ger, The fight is fierce and long;
Which, though we be un-wor-thy Of love so great and free,
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Of joy that hath no end - ing, Of love that can-not cease.
But Thou hast brought us glad - ness And songs at break of day.
But Thou hast made us might - y And strong - er than the strong.
In - vites us ver -y sin - ners To come, dear Lord, to Thee!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98, alt.
Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812-after 1857

Text and tune: Public domain
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"Come to Calvary's Holy Mountain® (LSB 435)
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I Come to Cal-vry’s ho - ly moun-tain, Sin - ners, ru - ined
2 Come in pov - er - ty and mean - ness, Come de - filed, with -
3 Come In SOr - row and con - tri - tion, Wound-ed, 1im - po -
4 They that drink shall live for - ev - er; "Tis a soul - re -
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by the fall; Here a pure and heal - ing foun - tain
out, with - in; From in - fec - tion and un - clean - ness,
tent, and blind; Here the guilt -y, free re - mis - sion,
new - ing flood. God 1s faith-ful; God  will nev - er
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Flows for you, for me, for all, In a full, per -
From the lep - ro - sy of  sin, Wash  your robes and
Here the trou - bled, peace may find. Health this  foun - tain
Break His cov - e - nant of blood, Signed when our Re -
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pet - ual tide, O - pened when our Sav - ior died.
make them white; Ye shall walk with God in light.
will re - store; They that drink shall thirst no more.
deem - er died, Sealed when He was glo - i - fied.
Dismissal
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

Let us pray: Merciful God,

accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift of
Baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in
need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our
treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Blessing

P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Sending

Go in Peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sending Hymn "In the Cross of Christ | Glory" (LSB 427)
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I In the cross of Christ I glo - ry, Tow’r - ing
2 When the woes of life o’er - take me, Hopes de -
3 When the sun of bliss is beam - ing Light and
4 Bane and bless - ing, pain and plea - sure By the
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o’er the wrecks of time. All the light of sa - cred
cetve, and fears an - noy, Nev - er shall the cross for -
love up - on my way, From the cross the ra - diance
cross are sanc - ti - fied; Peace is there that knows no
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sto - ry Gath - ers round its head sub - lime.

sake  me; Lo, it glows with  peace and  joy.

stream - ing Adds more lus - ter to the day.

‘mea - sure, Joys that through all time a - bide.
Postlude “Invention " (Joseph Callaerts)
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Our Ministry Of Worship

Officiant/Preacher

Welcome & Children’s Message
Lay Assistant

Communion Lay Assistant
Organist/Pianist

Acolyte

Crucifer

Ushers

Altar Care
AV Operators

Welcome Host
Nursery
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To Give to St. John's
Lutheran Church
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This weekend's altar flowers

are given by the donations to
the flower fund.

To download

our SJILC app
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To view and subscribe to
the Midweek Update

i
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2025 Lenten Worship Schedule
NOTE: livestreaming available for service times with an *

Sundays, Lent Worship Services
10:30AM* - Holy Communion
April 6

Wednesdays, Midweek Lenten Worship
12 Noon* - Holy Communion
April 2,9, and 16

Sunday, April 13
10:30AM* - Palm/Passion Sunday
(Holy Communion)

Thursday, April 17
7:30PM* - Maundy Thursday
(Holy Communion and stripping of the altar)

Friday, April 18
12 Noon* & 7:30PM - Good Friday
(No Communion)

Saturday, April 19
7:30PM - Holy Saturday/Great Vigil of Easter
(Holy Communion)

Sunday, April 20

8:00AM & 10:30AM* - Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Sunday
(Holy Communion)

Easter Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt between worship services
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St. John's Lutheran Church
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