Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost H
August 24, 2025 - 10:30 a.m.

With One Voice, Holy Communion, Setting Five bk

Prayer before worship:
Almighty God, you pour out on all who desire it the spirit of grace and supplication.
As we come into your presence, deliver us from cold hearts and wandering thoughts,
that with steady minds and burning zeal we may worship you in spirit and in truth;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Salllo ol s
Welcome
Pre-Service Music “Prelude & Fugue in A" (J. S. Bach)

Brief Order for Confession & Forgiveness

[P) In the name of the Father, and of the "I~ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

[P) Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

[P] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel or be seated, as able

[P] Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.




[P} Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you and, for his sake,
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the I~ Son, and of the Holy

Spirit.
Amen.
Service of the Word
Opening Hymn "Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven" (LSB 793)
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1 Praise, my soul, the King of heav - en; To His feet your
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frame He knows; In His hand He gent - ly bears us,
face to face; Sun and moon, bow down be - fore Him,
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Ev - er - more His prais - es  sing: Al - le - lu - ia,
Slow to chide and swift to bless: Al - le - lu - 1a,
Res-cues us from all our foes. Al - le - lu - 1a,
All who dwell 1n time and space. Al - le - lu - 1a,
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al - le - lu - ia! Praise with us the God of grace.
Greeting

[P) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Hymn of Praise
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Prayer of the Day

P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P] Let us pray:
Merciful Lord, cleanse and defend Your Church by the sacrifice of Christ. United
with Him in Holy Baptism, give us grace to receive with thanksgiving the fruits

of His redeeming work and daily follow in His way; through the same Jesus
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Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Children’s Message
First Reading Isaiah 66:18-23

'8 For | know their works and their thoughts, and the time is coming to gather all

nations and tongues. And they shall come and shall see my glory, and | will set a
sign among them. And from them | will send survivors to the nations, to Tarshish,
Pul, and Lud, who draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the coastlands afar off, that
have not heard my fame or seen my glory. And they shall declare my glory among
the nations. 2°And they shall bring all your brothers from all the nations as an
offering to the LORD, on horses and in chariots and in litters and on mules and on
dromedaries, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, says the LORD, just as the Israelites
bring their grain offering in a clean vessel to the house of the LorD. 2'And some of
them also | will take for priests and for Levites, says the LORD.**"For as the new
heavens and the new earth that | make shall remain before me, says the LORD, so
shall your offspring and your name remain. 2From new moon to new moon, and
from Sabbath to Sabbath, all flesh shall come to worship before me, declares the
LORD."

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 50:1-15

The Mighty One, God the LORD,
speaks and summons the earth
from the rising of the sun to its setting.
Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty,
God shines forth.
Our God comes; he does not keep silence;
before him is a devouring fire,
around him a mighty tempest.
He calls to the heavens above
and to the earth, that he may judge his people:
“Gather to me my faithful ones,
who made a covenant with me by sacrifice!”
The heavens declare his righteousness,

for God himself is judge!
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“Hear, O my people, and | will speak;
O Israel, | will testify against you.
| am God, your God.
Not for your sacrifices do | rebuke you;
your burnt offerings are continually before me.
| will not accept a bull from your house
or goats from your folds.
For every beast of the forest is mine,
the cattle on a thousand hills.
| know all the birds of the hills,
and all that moves in the field is mine.
“If | were hungry, | would not tell you,
for the world and its fullness are mine.
Do | eat the flesh of bulls
or drink the blood of goats?
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving,
and perform your vows to the Most High,
and call upon me in the day of trouble;
| will deliver you, and you shall glorify me."

Epistle Hebrews 12:4-24

Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture
and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead.

“In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your
blood. >And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? “My
son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by
him. ®For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he
receives.”

"It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what
son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8If you are left without discipline,
in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.
Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected
them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? '°For they
disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for
our good, that we may share his holiness. "'For the moment all discipline seems
painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of
righteousness to those who have been trained by it.
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2Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, *and make
straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint but
rather be healed. *Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without
which no one will see the Lord. "See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of
God; that no “root of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it many
become defiled; ®that no one is sexually immoral or unholy like Esau, who sold his
birthright for a single meal. "For you know that afterward, when he desired to
inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no chance to repent, though he
sought it with tears.

'®For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and
gloom and a tempest "and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made
the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to them. *°For they could not
endure the order that was given, “If even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be
stoned.” *'Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, "I tremble with fear.’
22But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, >3and to the assembly of
the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the
spirits of the righteous made perfect, >*and to Jesus, the mediator of a new
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of
Abel.

U

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse
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Holy Gospel Luke 13:22-30

[P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

22[Jesus] went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying
toward Jerusalem. 2And someone said to him, “Lord, will those who are saved be
few?” And he said to them, #*"Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many;, |
tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. ®When once the master of the
house has risen and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and to knock at
the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,” then he will answer you, ‘| do not know where
you come from." 2°Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence,
and you taught in our streets. ’But he will say, ‘I tell you, | do not know where you
come from. Depart from me, all you workers of evil!’ 2In that place there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all
the prophets in the kingdom of God but you yourselves cast out. 2°And people will
come from east and west, and from north and south, and recline at table in the
kingdom of God. **And behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first
who will be last.”

P} The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon "Summer in the Psalms: Call Upon Me"
Hymn of the Day "Lead Me, Guide Me" (LSB 721)
A Refrain
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Lead me, O Lord, lead me.
Lead me, O Lord, lead me.
' Lead me, O Lord, lead me.
Text and tune; (%OTSSMi Iﬁ:sls—sbyfl.liii;sg,sadmin. Chappell & Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318
Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
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glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, *1- and the life
of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

[P) Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for private prayer.
During the season after Pentecost each petition ends with the phrase:
“Hear us, O God.”
Please respond by saying: “Your mercy is great.”

The prayers end with the words:

[P] Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord,
saying, “"Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24, Eph. 4:1-3).

Announcements

Offertory Prayer
Merciful God,
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us - our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Service of the Sacrament

Great Thanksgiving

[P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

[P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Preface
(P) It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on
this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Eucharistic Prayer
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Lord’s Prayer

(P) Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Agnus Dei
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

Please be seated

Distribution of Holy Communion

Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ's body
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine. With the bread and
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ's people for forgiveness of
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet. All
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to
receive the Eucharist.

Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table. The bread will
be distributed first. Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these.
Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution. The wine is then received by
individual glasses only. Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for
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medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol.

Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive
a blessing. Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the
Sacrament.

Distribution Hymns
Summer Choir “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” (Roger Price)

Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly minded,
For with blessing in His hand,
Christ our God to earth descendeth
Our full homage to demand.

King of kings, yet born of Mary,
As of old on earth He stood,
Lord of lords, in human vesture,
In the body and the blood;,

He will give to all the faithful
His own self for heavenly food.

Rank on rank the host of heaven
Spreads its vanguard on the way,
As the Light of light descendeth
From the realms of endless day,
That the powers of hell may vanish
As the darkness clears away.

At His feet the six winged seraph,
Cherubim with sleepless eye,

Veil their faces to the presence,
As with ceaseless voice they cry:
Alleluia, Alleluia

Alleluia, Lord Most High!
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"Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness" (LSB 563)
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1 Je - sus, Thy blood and righ - teous - ness My beau - ty
2 Bold shall T stand in that great day, Cleansed and re -
3 Lord, I be - lieve Thy pre - cious blood, Which at  the
4 Lord, I be - lieve, were sin - ners more Than sands wup -
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these 1 am From sin and fear, from guilt and shame.
lib - er -ty Was al -so shed in love for me.
ran - som paid, For all a  full a - tone - ment made.

5 When from the dust of death | rise
To claim my mansion in the skies,
This then shall be my only plea:
Jesus hath lived and died for me.

6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee,
Whose boundless mercy hath for me,
For me, and all Thy hands have made,
An everlasting ransom paid.

Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700-60; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703-91, alt.
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93
Text and tune: Public domain
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"What Is This Bread" (LSB 629)
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ig;‘te;igatlrz\‘;u%ali;grlia:rigyalngdS}ean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318
Dismissal
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Post-Communion Canticle “Thankful Hearts"”
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us pray:
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and
blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of

his endless life, now and forever.
Amen.
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Sending

Benediction

[P} Almighty God, Father, *I Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen.

Sending

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sending Hymn

"Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing" (LSB 528)
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. saints_ a - bove, The Church 1in earth and heav’n.
Postlude “Postlude in F” (C. Cappelen)
1+
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Our Ministry Of Worship

Officiant/Preacher
Welcome/Children’s Message

Lay Assistant
Communion Lay Assistant
Organist/Pianist

Acolyte

Crucifer

Ushers

Altar Care
AV Operator

Welcome Host
Nursery
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Pastor Meehan

Jennifer Hills, Director of Discipleship
Rich Keppers

Steve Rempe

David Leahey, Director of Music
Jenna Swale

Giulianna Vazquez

Benjamin May

Michelle May

Jean Gilbertson

Mark Gilbertson
Andrea Godwin
Angela Schulze
Andi Hassett
Anne Weikart



To Give to St. John's To download
Lutheran Church our SJILC app
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This weekend's altar flowers To view and subscribe to
are given by donations to the the Midweek Update
flower fund.
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Prelude & Fugue in A —J. S. Bach (Public Domain)

Let all mortal flesh keep silence - arr. Roger Price (‘Picardy'; St. James Music Press,
2010, permission granted by St. James Music Press, #4756) All rights reserved.
Postlude in F - C. Cappelen (Public Domain) All rights reserved.
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St. John's Lutheran Church
Fli 5952 Franconia Road Fli
I Alexandria, VA 22310 |
A member congregation of the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod

St. John’s Lutheran Church Staff

Pastor Rev. John Meehan
Director of Discipleship Jennifer Hills, DCE
Director of Music David Leahey
Office/Facilities Administrator ~ Michelle May
Finance Administrator Jennifer Smith

Early Childhood Education Center (ECEC) Staff
Director of ECEC Amanda Parks
ECEC Administrator Kari Wells

Contact Us
Office: 703-971-2210
ECEC: 703-971-3581

Website: www.sjlc.com

Emails
Pastor: pastor.meehan@sjlc.com
Director of Discipleship: jennifer.hills@sjlc.com
Director of Music: david.leahey@sjlc.com
Office: office@sjlc.com
Finance: finance@sjlc.com
ECEC Director: ecec@sjlc.com
ECEC Administrator: ecec.admin@sjlc.com
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