Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost H
September 28, 2025 — 10:30 a.m.

. .. . . ST.JOHN’S
Lutheran Service Book, Divine Service, Setting Four

Prayer before Worship:
As we come into your presence, O God, bless this time of worship. Unite
our prayers and praises with your whole Church on earth and in heaven.
By the power of your Holy Spirit, help us to worship you in spirit and in
truth,; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
ol olley

Welcome

Pre-Service Music "Aria” (Noel Rawsthorne)

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism
[P]In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

(8 Amen. Matthew 28:19b [18:20]
[P)Our help is in the name of the Lord,
(dwho made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8

[P)If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

(@ But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. Psalm
130:3-4

[P]Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought,
word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. [Luke 18:13]

Please kneel or be seated for a time of silent prayer and confession, as able



PJAImighty God,

have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

[PJAlmighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit. [John
20:19-23]

(8 Amen.

Service of the Word
"God of Grace and God of Glory" (LSB 850)

Opening Hymn
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, On Your peo - ple
2 Lo, the hosts of e - wvil round us Scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure Your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; Bend our pride to
4 Save wus from weak res - ig - na - tion To the e - vils
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pour Your pow’r; Crown Your an - cient Church’s sto - ry;
sail His ways! From the fears that long have bound us
Your con - trol; Shame our wan - ton, self - ish glad - ness,
we de - plore; Let the gift of Your sal - va - tion
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Bring its bud to glo - rious flow'r. Grant us wis - dom,
Free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis - dom,
Rich in things and poor in  soul. Grant us wis -dom,
Be our glo - ry ev - er - more. Grant us wis -dom,
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grant us cour - age For the fac - ing of this
grant us cour - age For the liv - ing of  these
grant us cour - age Lest we miss Your king - dom’s
grant us cour - age, Serv ing You whom we a -
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hour, For the fac - ing of this  hour.
days, For the liv - ing of these days.
goal, Lest we miss Your  king - dom’s goal.
dore, Serv. - ing You whom we a - dore.

Greeting
[PJThe grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
(d And also with you.

Kyrie Mark 10:47
9?—1.*—"[ — S — I
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29
f)
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;

2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.

) .
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
O Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev-er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
4
]
We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
f) . .
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P] The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

[P) Let us pray:
O God, You are the strength of all who trust in You, and without Your
aid we can do no good thing. Grant us the help of Your grace that we
may please You in both will and deed; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Children’s Message

Old Testament Reading Amos 6:1-7

"Woe to those who are at ease in Zion, and to those who feel secure on
the mountain of Samaria, the notable men of the first of the nations, to
whom the house of Israel comes! Pass over to Calneh, and see, and
from there go to Hamath the great; then go down to Gath of the
Philistines. Are you better than these kingdoms? Or is their territory
greater than your territory, 30 you who put far away the day of disaster
and bring near the seat of violence? *"Woe to those who lie on beds of
ivory and stretch themselves out on their couches, and eat lambs from
the flock and calves from the midst of the stall, >who sing idle songs to
the sound of the harp and like David invent for themselves instruments
of music, *'who drink wine in bowls and anoint themselves with the finest
oils, but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! "Therefore they shall
now be the first of those who go into exile, and the revelry of those who
stretch themselves out shall pass away.”

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Psalm (read responsively) Psalm 146

Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!
I will praise the LORD as long as | live;
I will sing praises to my God while | have my being.
Put not your trust in princes,
in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.
When his breath departs he returns to the earth;
on that very day his plans perish.
Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD his God,
who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them,
who keeps faith forever;
who executes justice for the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry.
The LORD sets the prisoners free;
the LORD opens the eyes of the blind.
The LoRD lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the righteous.
The LORD watches over the sojourners;
he upholds the widow and the fatherless,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
The LorD will reign forever,
your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the LORD!

Epistle Reading 1 Timothy 3:1-13
'The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he
desires a noble task. °Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the
husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable,
hospitable, able to teach, 3not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. “He must manage his own household
well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, >for if someone

| 5 |



does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for
God's church? ®He must not be a recent convert, or he may become
puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil.
"Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not
fall into disgrace, into a snare of the deuvil.

8Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted
to much wine, not greedy for dishonest gain. °They must hold the
mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. '°And let them also be tested
first; then let them serve as deacons if they prove themselves blameless.
"Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-
minded, faithful in all things. ’Let deacons each be the husband of one
wife, managing their children and their own households well. *For those
who serve well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves and also
great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse
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[§ These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Je-sus is the Christ, the Son of God. John 20:31
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Al - le-1u - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
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Holy Gospel Luke 16:19-31

[P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture
and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead.

YJesus said:] “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine
linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. °°’And at his gate was laid
a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 'who desired to be fed
with what fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover, even the dogs came
and licked his sores. 2°The poor man died and was carried by the angels
to Abraham'’s side. The rich man also died and was buried, *3and in
Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off
and Lazarus at his side. 2*And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy
on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool
my tongue, for | am in anguish in this flame.’ 2°But Abraham said, ‘Child,
remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and
Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you
are in anguish. 2°And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm
has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may
not be able, and none may cross from there to us.’ ’And he said, ‘Then |
beg you, father, to send him to my father's house— %®for | have five
brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place
of torment.” 2°But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let
them hear them.’ 3°And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone
goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ *'He said to him, ‘If they
do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced
if someone should rise from the dead.’”

[P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon "Will They Listen?”
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Hymn of the Day "Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service" (LSB 848)
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1 Lord, whose love through hum-ble ser - vice Bore the weight of
2 Still Your chil - dren  wan-der home-less; Still the hun - gry

3 As we  wor - ship, grant us vi - sion, Till Your love’s re -

4 Called by wor - ship to Your ser - vice, Forth in Your dear

I I
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hu - man need, Who up - on the cross, for - sak - en,
cry for bread; Still the cap - tives long for free - dom;
veal - ing  light In its height and depth and  great - ness,

!
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name we go, To the child, the youth, the a - ged,
o i —— —FF——
ams ———————— e =
Of - fered mer - cy’s per - fect deed, We, Your ser - vants, bring the
Still  in grief we mourn our dead. As, O Lord, Your deep com-
Dawns up - on  our quick-ened sight, Mak - ing known the needs and
Love in liv - ing deeds to show; Hope and health, good - will and
f) . .
s — | —— i o
&>z s+ i —=
wor - ship  Not of voice a - lone, but heart, Con - se -
pas - sion Healed the sick and freed the soul, Use the
bur - dens Your com-pas - sion bids us bear, Stir - ring
com - fort, Coun - sel, aid, and peace we give, That Your
f) . . .
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crat - ing to Your pur - pose Ev - ‘ry gift that You im - part.
love Your Spir - it kin - dles Still to save and make us whole.
us to tire - less striv-ing, Your a - bun - dant life to share.

ser - vants, Lord, in free-dom May Your mer - cy know and live.
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-84, alt.
Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318
Tune: Public domain

Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God
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from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the
Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, I and the life of the world
to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church [T Timothy 2:1-4]

[P)Seeking the renewal of the Holy Spirit in our communities and in our
world, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation.

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for
private prayer.
During the season after Pentecost each petition ends with the phrase:
“Lord, in your mercy.”
Please respond by saying "Hear our prayer.”
The prayers end with the words:

[PJInto your hands, holy God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
(8 Amen.

Following the prayers, the people may stand and greet one another in the
name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation
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and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace
(Matt. 5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).

Announcements

Offertory Prayer
Merciful God,
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us -
our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious
love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for
us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
[PJThe Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
(d And also with you.

[PJLift up your hearts.

@ We lift them to the Lord. [Colossians 3:1]
[P]Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
@it is right to give Him thanks and praise. [Psalm 136]

[P)It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to
us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh
and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die
eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns
to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and
will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and singing:
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Ho-ly, ho-1ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
[P)Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve,
who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their
children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised
salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made
His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us
through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully
eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of
forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord'’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

@ Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,
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Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.

The Words of Our Lord Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

[P)Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples

and said: "Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do
in remembrance of Me.”

[P]In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup
is the new testament in My I blood, which is shed for you for the

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me."

Pax Domini John 20:19
[PJThe peace of the Lord be with you always.
(8 Amen.
Agnus Dei John 1:29
/B9
fo
9 10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
1)
*
), |
You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
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0 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
7 a5 .
G | I
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we pray.

And grant us peace, 0 Lord, we  pray.

Please be seated

Distribution of Holy Communion

Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar,
Christ's body and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.
With the bread and wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to
Christ's people for forgiveness of sins, strength for our journey of faith, and
a foretaste of the heavenly banquet. All who have been baptized into
Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words that these gifts are
given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to receive the
Eucharist.

Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table. The
bread will be distributed first. Gluten-free wafers are available for those
who may need these. Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.
The wine is then received by individual glasses only. Non-alcoholic grape
juice is available for those who for medical or recovery purposes must
abstain from alcohol.

Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and
receive a blessing. Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay
assistant are able to distinguish children who do commune from those who
do not yet receive the Sacrament.

For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see
“Christian Questions with Their Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the
pew Bible.
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Music at the Distribution

Distribution Anthem

“Illumined by Your Light” (James E. Clemens)

St. John’s Choir

Your angels, O Christ, stand in awe by the throne of your glory.

Being illumined, being illumined by the outpouring of your light.

They are among the singers of your choir and the servants of your counsel.
They are sent down by you to illumine our souls.

"Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us" (LSB 851)
h ] 1
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I Lord of glo - ry, You have bought wus With Your
2 Grant wus  hearts, dear Lord, to give You Glad - ly,
3 Won -drous hon - or  You have giv - en To our
4 Lord of glo - ry, You have bought us With Your
n ] }
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life - blood as the price, Nev - er grudg - ing for the
free - ly of Your own. With the sun - shine of Your
hum - blest char - 1 ty In Your own mys -te - rious
life - blood as the price, Nev - er grudg - ing for the
h Il ]
0 | I | | | | I I !
y AW II;n | I ] [) " | i ] I I }
D)—eo—9—» } ! ~ o o 7K
e) ~—~—— ' ' ~——
lost ones That tre - men - dous sac - 11 - fice;
good - ness Melt our thank - less  hearts of stone
sen - tence, “You have done it all to Me.”
lost ones That tre - men - dous sac - 1 - fice.
) i T— | i
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And with that have free - ly giv - en Bless - ings
Till our cold and self - 1sh na - tures, Warmed by
Can 1t be, O gra - cious Mas - ter, That You
Give us  faith to  trust You bold - ly, Hope, to
0 TH— i : i I
Gre—rr—r o o o
Py) 1 ' ' | ' ' 1 1
count - less as the sand To the un - thank - ful
You, at length be - lieve That more hap - py
deign  for alms to sue, Say - ing by Your
stay our souls on You; But, oh, best of
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and the e - vil With Your own un - spar - ing hand.
and more bless - ed ’Tis to give than to re - ceive.
poor and need - y, “Give as 1 have giv’n to you”?
all Your grac - es, With Your love our love re - new.
Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818-89, alt.
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-87
Text and tune: Public domain
Dismissal
Nunc Dimittis
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10 Lord, now let Your ser - vant De -
2 All glo - ry to the Fa - ther, All
f) |
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part in heav'n - ly peace, For I have seen the
" glo - ry to the Son, All glo - ry to the
|
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go - ry Of Your re - deem - ing grace:
Spir - it For - ev - er Three - in - One;
0.b
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A light to lead the Gen - tiles Un -
For as in the be - gin - ning, Is
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to Your ho - ly hill, The glo - ry of Your
A now, shall ev - er be, God’s tri - une name re -
|
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peo - ple, Your cho - sen Is - ra - el
sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty
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Post-Communion Collect

(L]Let us pray:
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of
the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood.
Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that,
on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints,
celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no
end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

(8 Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

[L)Let us bless the Lord.
@ Thanks be to God. [Psalm 103:1]

[PJThe Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I give you peace. ~Numbers
6.24-26

@ Amen.
Sending Hymn "O God of Mercy, God of Might" (LSB 852)
9 b o di — { i I . I i }
o> —i e e
10 God of mer - cy, God of  might, In love and
2 And Thou, who cam’st on earth to die That our lost
3 Teach us the les - son Thou hast taught: To feel for

4 All are re - deemed, both  far and wide, Since Thou, O

Gre—F " b4, —F 4

)

pit - vy in - fi - nite, Teach us, as ev - er
world might live there - by, O hear us; for to
those Thy blood hath bought, That ev - ry word and
Lord, for all hast  died. Grant us the will and
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in Thy sight, To live our lives in Thee.
Thee we cry, In hope, O Lord, to Thee.

deed and thought May work a work  for Thee.
grace pro - vide To love them  all in Thee!

1

5 In sickness, sorrow, want, or care,
May we each other’s burdens share;
May we, where help is needed, there

Give help as unto Thee!

6 And may Thy Holy Spirit move
All those who live to live in love
Till Thou shalt greet in heav'n above
All those who live in Thee.
Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt.

Tune: Samuel Howard, 1710-82
Text and tune: Public domain

Postlude “Boléro de Concert, Op.166" (Lefébure-Wely)

T T
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Our Ministry Of Worship

Guest Officiant/Preacher
Welcome & Children’s Message

Lay Assistant

Communion Lay Assistant
Organist/Pianist

Acolyte

Crucifer
Ushers

Altar Care
AV Operators

Welcome Host
Nursery

Pastor Gary Rueter

Jennifer Hills, Director of Discipleship
Trevor Hassett

Steve Rempe

David Leahey, Director of Music
Breanna Tillman

Giulianna Vazquez
Michelle May
Mike Waring

Barbara Pate

Mark Gilbertson
Jurgen Gobien

Denise Canter

Anita Bradford
Lisa Goodell

+++++tt+++

Give online

Read/Sign up for newsletters

Register or attend events/classes

Request for prayers

Connect on social media

...AND MORE!
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St. John's Lutheran Church
Eﬂ 5952 Franconia Road Eﬂ
Alexandria, VA 22310
A member congregation of the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod

St. John's Lutheran Church Staff

Pastor Rev. John Meehan

Director of Discipleship Jennifer Hills, DCE

Director of Music David Leahey
Office/Facilities Administrator Michelle May
Finance Administrator Jennifer Smith

Early Childhood Education Center (ECEC) Staff

Director of ECEC Amanda Parks
ECEC Administrator Kari Wells
Contact Us

Office: 703-971-2210
ECEC: 703-971-3581
Website: www.sjlc.com

Emails
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