First Sunday in Advent ﬁ
November 30, 2025 — 10:30 a.m.

. . . . . ST. JOHN'S
Lutheran Service Book, Divine Service, Setting Two

Prayer before worship

Draw near to us, O Advent Lord, in this time of worship. Open our hearts
and minds to your life-giving presence as we wait and watch for your
promised coming. Amen.
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Welcome

Prelude Musical Selections by the string quartet

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism

[P]In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
(8 Amen.

[P] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

[P] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.



[P} AlImighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Please stand and face the back of the Sanctuary for
the procession of the cross.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
Kyrie
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cv.
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For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
e
5 and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Blessing of the Advent Wreath

Each week we light a new candle on the Advent wreath.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You call all
nations to walk in your light and to seek your ways of justice and peace,
for the night is past, and the dawn of your coming is near. Bless us as
we light the first candle of this wreath. Rouse us from sleep, that we
may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes and welcome him into
our hearts and homes, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed
be God forever.

(8 Amen.

Advent Hymn "Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn” (WOV 633)
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

[P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

[P] Let us pray:
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we
may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by
Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

(8 Amen.

Children’s Message

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 2:1-5

'"The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem.?lt shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of
the house of the LORD

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be lifted
up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, 3and many peoples
shall come, and say:

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the
God of Jacob,

that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out
of Zion shall go the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. “He
shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for many
peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
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neither shall they learn war anymore. O house of Jacob, come, let us
walk in the light of the LORD.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalmody "The First Song of Isaiah”
Refrain (Repeated at end)
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To Refrain
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Refrain (Repeated at end)
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Words: From the Book of Common Prayer; Music: Jack Noble White; Copyright © 1977 by Charles Mortimer Guilbert.
Used by permission.

Epistle Romans 13:11-14
80we no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law. °The commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,”

and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall
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love your neighbor as yourself.” "°Love does no wrong to a neighbor;
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

""Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed.
2The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the
works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 3*Let us walk properly as
in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality
and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 24:36-44

P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew,
the twenty-fourth chapter.
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Glo-—ry to Youu O Lord.

Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture
and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead.
3%[Jesus said:] “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even
the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. 3’As were the days
of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in

marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, *°and they were

unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the

coming of the Son of Man. °Then two men will be in the field; one will
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be taken and one left. #'Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will
be taken and one left. #*Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on
what day your Lord is coming. ¥*But know this, that if the master of the
house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken
into. ‘Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an hour you do not expect.

[P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.
Sermon "The Promise of Peace"
Hymn of the Day "Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying" (LSB 516)
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2 71 - on hears the watch-men sing - ing, And all  her heart with
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joy 1S spring - ing; She wakes, she ris - es from her gloom.
sing be - fore Thee With harp and cym-bals’ clear - est tone.
f) . :
I I [ I | [ [ [ I I
B L e e eees o lte .2 T
Mid - night hears the  wel-come voic - es  And at the thrill-ing
For her Lord comes down all - glo - rious, The strong in grace, in
Of one pearl each shin-ing por - tal, Where, join-ing with the
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cry  re - joic - es: “Oh,where are ye, ye vir - gins wise?
truth vic - to - rious; Her star is ris’n, her light 18 come.
choir im-mor - tal, We gath - er round Thy ra - diant throne.
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The Bride - groom comes, a-wake! Your lamps with glad - ness take!
Now come, Thou Bless-ed One, Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son,
No eye has  seen the light, No ear has heard the might
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Hail! Ho-san - na! We en - ter all The wed - ding hall
Of Thy glo - ry; There-fore will we E - ter - nal - ly
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To meet the Bride-groom, who is near.”
To eat the Sup - per at Thy call.
- Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee!
Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge
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one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection
of the dead, *I- and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
[P) Waiting for the fulfillment of our hope in Christ's promised coming, we
pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation.

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for
private prayer. During the Advent season each petition ends with the
phrase: “Lord, in your mercy.” Please respond by saying “Hear our prayer.”
The prayers end with the words:

[P) Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of
the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).

Announcements

Offertory Prayer

Let us pray: Merciful God,

waiting for your Son’s promised coming, you embrace our lives
with your great love. With joy and gladness we ask that these gifts
may be a sign of that love, and that we may continue to share in
your divine life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

| 10 |



SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Preface
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(P] The Lord be  with you.
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And al-so with you.
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We lift them to the Lord.

(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

[P] It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared,
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that
they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again
in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and singing:
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The Words of Our Lord

[P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My I« body, which is given for you. This do
in remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “"Drink of it, all of you; this cup
is the new testament in My I« blood, which is shed for you for the

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me."

Proclamation of Christ

[P) As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord's death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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[P) O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your
holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and
teach us to pray:

Lord'’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini

[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei
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Lamb of God, You take a-waythe sin of the world;
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have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of
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God, You take a - way the sin of the world;
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grant us peace, grant us  peace,

Please be seated
Distribution

Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar,
Christ's body and blood are given to those who receive the bread and
wine. With the bread and wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given
to Christ’'s people for forgiveness of sins, strength for our journey of faith,
and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet. All who have been baptized into
Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words that these gifts
are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to receive
the Eucharist.

Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord'’s Table. The
bread will be distributed first. Gluten-free wafers are available for those
who may need these. Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.
The wine is then received by individual glasses only. Non-alcoholic grape
juice is available for those who for medical or recovery purposes must
abstain from alcohol.

Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward
and receive a blessing. Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay
assistant are able to distinguish children who do commune from those
who do not yet receive the Sacrament.

For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see
“Christian Questions with Their

Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the pew Bible.

| 14|



Choir Anthem “Zion Hears The Watchmen Singing” (Johann
Walther/March Schweizer)

Zion hears the watchmen singing,
And all her heart with joy (s springing,
She wakes, she rises from her gloom;
For her Lord comes down all glorious,
The strong (n grace, in truth victorious.
Her Star is risen, her Light is come.

Ah come, Thou blessed One, God’s own beloved Son:

Alleluia! We follow till the halls we see
Where Thou hast bid us sup with Thee.

Distribution Hymns

(Choir of St. John's)

"The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns" (LSB 348)
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The Kingshall come when morn-ing dawns And  light tri - um-phant breaks,
ot as of old a Iit - tle child, To bear and fight and die,

h, bright-er than that glo - rious morn Shall dawn up - on our
The King shall come when morn-ing dawns And light and beau-ty brings.
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3 Oh, bright-er than the ris - ing morn When Christ, vic - to-rious,
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When beau -ty  gilds the east-ern hills And life to joy

a-wakes.

But crowned with glo - ry like the sun That lights the morn-ing sky.
And left the lone-some place of death De - spite the rage of foes.
The day when Christ in splen-dorcomes And we shall see His face.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your peo-ple pray: Come quick-ly, King of kings!

Text: John Brownlie, 1859-1925, alt.
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John Wyeth
Text and tune: Public domain
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"Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding'

(LSB 345)
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1 Hark! A  thrill - ing voice 1S sound - ing! “Christ 1is
2 Star - tled at the sol - emn warn - ing, Let the
3 See, the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, Comes with
4 So, when next He comes in glo - ry And the
A5 Hon - or, glo - ry, might, do - min - ion To the
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near,” we hear it say. “Cast a - way the
earth - bound soul a - rise; Christ, its sun, all
par - don down from heav’n. Let us  haste, with
world is  wrapped in fear, He will  shield us
Fa - ther and the Son With the ev - er -
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works of dark - ness, All you chil -dren of the day!”
sloth dis - pel - ling, Shines up - on the morn-ing skies.
tears of sor - row, One and all, to be for - giv’'n;
with His mer - cy And  with words of love draw near.
| liv - ing Spir - it While e - ter - nal a - ges run!
Dismissal

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray:
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

(8 Amen.
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Benediction

P)The peace of Christ, who was, who is, and who is to come, fill your
hearts this Advent season. As you look back on the wonders of
Bethlehem, be filled with awe and gratitude for God's steadfast love.
As you face the future, go forth with hearts secure and at peace,

confident in the God who holds your tomorrow.

The blessing of almighty God, Father, = Son and Holy Spirit, bless and

keep you.
Amen.
Sending Hymn "Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers" (LSB 515)
{) 4 .
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1 Re - joice, re-joice, be-liev - ers, And let your lights ap - pear;

2 The watch-ers on

3 The saints, who here 1n

the moun - tain

pa - tience

Pro - claim the Bride-groom near;
Their cross and suf - f’rings bore,

4 Our hope and ex-pec-ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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The eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, And dark-er night is near.
Go forth as He ap - proach - es With al - le - lu-ias clear
Shall live and reign for - ev - er When sor-row is no more.
A - rise, O Sun so longed for, O’er this be-night-ed sphere.
Oy . .
e
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The Bride-groom is a - ris - ing And soon 1is draw -ing nigh.
The mar - riage feast is wait - ing; The gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry The Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, We plead, O Lord, to see
ot | —
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; At mid - night comes the cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; The Bride-groom is at hand.
In tri-umph cast be - fore Him Their di - a - dems of gold.
~The day of earth’s re-demp - tion That sets Your peo - ple free!
Postlude Musical Selections by the string quartet

T I
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Our Ministry Of Worship

Officiant/Preacher
Welcome & Children’s Message

Lay Assistant

Communion Lay Assistant
Organist/Pianist

Acolyte

Crucifer
Ushers

Altar Care
AV Operators

Welcome Host

Nursery
Advent Candle Bearers

Pastor Meehan

Jennifer Hills, Director of Discipleship

Trevor Hassett

Barbara Pate

David Leahey, Director of Music
Breanna Tillman

Evie Hassett
Mike Waring
Fred Esposito

Cathy Long

Mark Gilbertson
Samuel Rempe

Denise Canter

Beth Rempe
The Kirkpatrick Family

T

Our wholehearted thanks and blessings to our String Quartet
for sharing their gifts with us this morning.
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Advent and Christmas Schedule 2025
Wednesday, December 3
12 Noon Midweek Advent Worship (Holy Communion)
Friday, December 5
6:00 p.m. Women's Christmas Dinner
Sunday, December 7 — Second Sunday in Advent
10:30 a.m. Worship Service (Holy Communion), Fellowship Gathering
4:00 p.m. Holiday Christmas Concert “Bobby McKey's Dueling Pianos”
Wednesday, December 10
12 Noon Midweek Advent Worship (Holy Communion)
Sunday, December 14 - Third Sunday in Advent
10:30 a.m. Worship Service (Holy Communion)
Wednesday, December 17
12 Noon Midweek Advent Worship (Holy Communion)
Thursday, December 18
4:00 pm ECEC Christmas Family Chapel
Sunday, December 21 — Fourth Sunday in Advent
10:30 a.m. Congregational Christmas Program (No Holy Communion)
12:00 p.m. SJILC Teen Christmas Party
Wednesday, December 24 — Christmas Eve
4:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Children's Service (No Holy Communion) — No
Livestreaming
7:00 p.m. Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship (Holy Communion)
Thursday, December 25 - Christmas Day
10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Service (Holy Communion)
Sunday, December 28 - First Sunday after Christmas
10:30 a.m. Lessons & Carols for Christmas (No Holy Communion)

*No Bible Class
*No Children’s Ministry

Wednesday - December 31 — New Year's Eve
5:00 p.m. New Year's Eve (Holy Communion)
Sunday, January 4 - Epiphany of Our Lord
10:30 a.m. Worship Service (Holy Communion)
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This weekend'’s altar flowers are
given by donations to the flower fund.

SCAN HERE TO
CEhy : (5]

el

i . .-JI Ei‘. 2
ErrEPRag
CONNECT WITH SJLC

++++++++++

Give online
Read/Sign up for newsletters

Register or attend events/classes
Request for prayers
Connect on social media

...AND MORE!
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St. John's Lutheran Church
EH 5952 Franconia Road Eﬂ
Alexandria, VA 22310
A member congregation of the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod
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Pastor Rev. John Meehan
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Director of Music David Leahey
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Finance Administrator Jennifer Smith
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Contact Us

Office: 703-971-2210
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Website: www.sjlc.com
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