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Prayer before worship

Everlasting God, fill the world with your glory, and show yourself to all
through Him who (s the true Light and the bright Morning Star, Jesus Christ
our Lord. Bless this time of worship, drawing our hearts and minds to you.
Amen.

Welcome

Pre-Service Music "Peace on Earth” (Joel Raney)
(Handbell Choir)

Ringing of the Bells
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

[P]In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
(8 Amen.

[P]If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and for self-examination.

[P] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.




[P] AImighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

Opening Hymn

"Lift High the Cross" (LSB 837)

A Refrain
A e e —— 1 .
O F T = =
Lift high the cross, the love  of Christ pro-claim Till
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all the world a - dore His sa-cred name.
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1 Come, Chris-tians, fol - low where our Cap - tain  trod,
2 Led on their way by this tri - um - phant  sign,
3 All new - born sol - diers of the Cru - ci - fied
4 0 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo-rious tree,
A . Refrain
:j} ‘—#i L=
Our  king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
The hosts  of God in con - qu’ring ranks com-bine.
Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died.
As Thou  hast prom - ised, draw us all to Thee.
5 Letev'ry race and ev'ry language tell

6

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain

So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956, alt.,

Tune: Sy
Text and
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dney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947,
tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318



Greeting

[P) The grace of God in Christ Jesus, poured out in every gift of the Holy

Spirit,
be with you all.
And also with you.

Gloria in Excelsis
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to His peo-ple on earth.
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praise You for Your glo - ry. Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly
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Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord, You a-
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lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
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P] The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

[P] Let us pray:
Almighty God, You turned the heart of him who persecuted the
Church and by his preaching caused the light of the Gospel to shine
throughout the world. Grant us ever to rejoice in the saving light of
Your Gospel and, following the example of the apostle Paul, to
spread it to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

(d Amen.

Children’s Message

First Reading Acts 9:1-22

Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture
and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead.

'But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the
Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way,
men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he
went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from
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heaven flashed around him. “And falling to the ground he heard a voice
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” >And he said,
"Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “| am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting. °But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you
are to do.” 'The men who were traveling with him stood speechless,
hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8Saul rose from the ground, and
although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the
hand and brought him into Damascus. °And for three days he was
without sight, and neither ate nor drank.

'"Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said
to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, "Here | am, Lord.” ""And the
Lord said to him, "Rise and go to the street called Straight, and at the
house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is
praying, ?and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and
lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” *But Ananias
answered, “Lord, | have heard from many about this man, how much evil
he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. *And here he has authority
from the chief priests to bind all who call on your name.” But the Lord
said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my
name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. "®For |
will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” '7So
Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him
he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road
by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and
be filled with the Holy Spirit.” "®And immediately something like scales
fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was
baptized; "and taking food, he was strengthened.

For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. °’And immediately
he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”
21And all who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the man who
made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has
he not come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief
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priests?” 22But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded
the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm (read responsively) Psalm 67

May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make his face to shine upon us,

that your way may be known on earth,
your saving power among all nations.

Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you!

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide the nations upon earth.

Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you!

The earth has yielded its increase;
God, our God, shall bless us.

God shall bless us;
let all the ends of the earth fear him!

Epistle Galatians 1:11-24

"For | would have you know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel that
was preached by me is not man'’s gospel. "?For | did not receive it from
any man, nor was | taught it, but I received it through a revelation of
Jesus Christ. '3For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how |
persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy it. "*And |
was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my
people, so extremely zealous was | for the traditions of my fathers. >But
when he who had set me apart before | was born, and who called me by
his grace, "®was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that | might
preach him among the Gentiles, | did not immediately consult with
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anyone; ""nor did | go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before
me, but | went away into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.

8Then after three years | went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and
remained with him fifteen days. "*But | saw none of the other apostles
except James the Lord’s brother. 2°(In what | am writing to you, before
God, | do not lie!) 2'Then | went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia.
22And | was still unknown in person to the churches of Judea that are in
Christ. 22They only were hearing it said, “"He who used to persecute us is
now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” 2*And they glorified
God because of me.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?

! o
«c & o7 =t e o
You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 19:27-30

[P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the nineteenth chapter.

A==
| |

f [
Praise to You, O Christ.

e

>’Then Peter said in reply, “See, we have left everything and followed you.
What then will we have?” 8Jesus said to them, “Truly, | say to you, in the
new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who
have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve
tribes of Israel. ?And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters
or father or mother or children or lands, for my name's sake, will receive
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a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life. 3°But many who are first will be
last, and the last first.”

[P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Glo—ry to You, O Lord.

Sermon "Turnaround"
Hymn of the Day "By All Your Saints in Warfare" (LSB 517)
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1 By all Your saints in war -  fare, For
2 Praise for the light from heav. - en And
A 3 Then let us praise the Fa - ther  And
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all Your saints at rest, Your ho - ly name, O
for the voice of awe; Praise for the glo - rious
wor - ship God the Son And sing to God  the
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Je - sus, For - ev - er - more be  blest! For
vi - sion The per - se - cu - tor  saw. O
Spir - it, E - ter - nal Three n One, Till
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You have won the bat - tle That they might wear the
Lord, for Paul’s con - ver - sion, We bless Your name to -
all the ran - somed num - ber Fall down be - fore the
n ] ] !
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crown; And now they  shine in glo - ry
day; Come shine with - in our dark - ness,
throne, As - crib - ing powr and glo - ry
9 ] PSW I I\
Loyt Ck F— | i
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Re - flect - ed from Your throne.
And guide us on our way.
And praise to God a - lone.

Text: Horatio Bolton Nelson, 1823-1913, alt., Tune: English; coll. and arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958, Text: Public domain, Tune: Public domain
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Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son
he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for
the resurrection of the dead, *1- and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Prayer of the Church

[P} Drawn to the light of Christ, made bold in the waters of Baptism, and
filled with the Spirit, we lift up our prayers in confidence that God loves
and listens to us.

Special petitions are announced, followed by a brief silence. Each petition
closes with the words
“Lord in Your mercy.” Please respond by saying, "hear our prayer.”
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The prayers conclude with:

[P) Good and gracious God, we ask all these things and whatever else you
see that we need with a sure and certain hope in your goodness and
mercy, through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

Announcements

Offertory Prayer

Let us pray: Merciful God,

in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you embrace our lives
with your great love. With joy and gladness we ask that these gifts
may be a sign of that love, and that we may continue to share in
your divine life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Preface

SRR
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(P) The Lord be  with you.
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And al-so with you.
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(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.




Preface for Epiphany

(P)

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before
the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in
Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature,
You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

Sanctus
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pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of Your
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glo ry. Ho - san-na in the Thigh - est.
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Bless - ed is He who comes in the name
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of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P)

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our
flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive
the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His
body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.
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Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us
do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends
of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory,
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
(8 Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

[P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My "I~ body, which is given for you. This do
in remembrance of Me."

[P) In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “"Drink of it, all of you; this cup
is the new testament in My I« blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

[P) As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord's death until He comes.
(d Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

[P) O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your
holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and
teach us to pray:
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Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses

Matthew 6:9-13

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini
[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
(8 Amen.
Agnus Dei
by | | 1 | y
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Lamb of God, You take a-waythe sin of the world;
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on us.

Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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Please be seated
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sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of
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God, You take a - way the sin of the world;
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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Distribution

Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar,
Christ's body and blood are given to those who receive the bread and
wine. With the bread and wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given
to Christ's people for forgiveness of sins, strength for our journey of faith,
and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet. All who have been baptized into
Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words that these gifts
are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to receive
the Eucharist.

Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord'’s Table. The
bread will be distributed first. Gluten-free wafers are available for those
who may need these. Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.
The wine is then received by individual glasses only. Non-alcoholic grape
juice is available for those who for medical or recovery purposes must
abstain from alcohol.

Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward
and receive a blessing. Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay
assistant are able to distinguish children who do commune from those
who do not yet receive the Sacrament.

For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see
“Christian Questions with Their Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the
pew Bible.

Music at the Distribution "Amazing Grace” (Dennis Robert)
(Handbell Choir)
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"What Is This Bread" (LSB 629)
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1 What s this bread? Christ’s bod - y
2 What is this wine? The blood of
3 So who am I, That I should
4 Yet 1S God here? Oh, yes! By
" 51Is this for me? I am  for -
X !
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ris - en from the dead: This bread we break,
Je - sus shed for mine; The of grace
live and He should die Un - der the rod?
Word and prom -ise clear, In mouth and soul
giv - en and set free! I be - lieve
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This life we take, Was crushed to pay for our re -

Brings His em - brace Of life and love un - til 1

My  God, my God, Why have You not for - sak - en

He  makes us whole— Christ, tru - ly pres-ent in this

That I re - ceive His ver - y bod -y and His
/. — .
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lease. O taste and see— the Lord is peace.
sing! O taste and see— the Lord is King.
me? O taste and see— the Lord is free.
meal. O taste and see— the Lord is  real.
blood. O taste and see— the Lord is good.

Text: Frederic W. Baue, 1946
Tune: Jean Neuhauser Baue, 1951

Text and tune: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318
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"Saints, See the Cloud of Witnesses"
A

(LSB 667)
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1 Saints, see the cloud of wit - ness - es sur - round us;
2 These saints of old re-ceived God’s com-men - da - tion;
3 They call to us, “Your tim - id foot-steps length - en;
4 Come, let us fix our sight on Christ who suf - fered,
—— —— | |
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Their lives of faith en-cour-age and as - tound us.
They lived as pil - grim-heirs of His sal - va - tion
Throw off sin’s weight, your halt - ing weak -ness strength - en.
He faced the cross, His sin - less life He of - fered;
n ] ] ]
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Gy - e—r—T—F >
Q) ! ! I
Hear how the Mas - ter praised their faith SO
Through faith they con - quered flame and sword and
We kept the faith, we shed our blood, were
He scorned the shame, He died, our death en -
h 1 1
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fer - vent: “Well done, My ser - vant!”
gal - lows, God’s name to hal - low.
mar - tyred; Our lives we bar - tered.”
dur - ing, Our hope se - cur - ing.

5 Lord, give us faith to walk where You are sending,
On paths unmarked, eyes blind as to their ending;
Not knowing where we go, but that You lead us—

With grace precede us.

6 You, Jesus, You alone deserve all glory!

Our lives unfold, embraced within Your story;
Past, present, future—You, the same forever—

You fail us never!

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955
Tune: Dale Wood, 1934-2003
Text: © 1997 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318
Tune: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318
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Dismissal

Post-Communion Canticle
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray:
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

(8 Amen.
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Benediction
[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.
(d Amen.

Sending Hymn  "The Saints in Christ Are One in Every Place" (LSB 838)

n H 1 1 1 1
e e e e e —— ————
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1 The saints in Christ are one in ev - 'ty place
2 In chains for Christ! His pris - 'ners love to sing,
3 To live is Christ, for us, to die is gain;
4 Lord Je - sus Christ! Heav’n’s praise let earth re - peat;
n H Il
] . . . I ! — I I !
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To serve the Gos - pel of His cost - ly grace;
For slaves and free re-joice to  praise our King;
Where then shall be our hun - ger, dan - ger, pain?
The work that You be-gan, You will com - plete.
9 #u Il Il ] - P i
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From those first days to this, our hope the same:
What though the Church on earth still suf - fers wrong?
Our joy to preach good news to rich and  poor,
By  grace let ev - ry foe be - come Your friend;
9 #u | I i P
G- e e T 7 |
Q) o [ ' ~ [ 4 O
The love of Christ, one Lord, one sav - ing name.
The cross of  Christ re - mains our pil -  grim song.
Then be with Christ, to live for - ev - er - more.
~ Your day, O  Christ, shall dawn and nev - er end.
E}Qte;:(gall‘;z%G'l'rheeatJ?.JrsiTa'tisg;)_uip?“aédmir\. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318
Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318
Postlude “Fanfare in G” (John S. Dixon)
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Our Ministry Of Worship
Officiant/Preacher Pastor Meehan
Welcome & Children’'s Message  Jennifer Hills, Director of Discipleship

Lay Assistant Trevor Hassett
Communion Lay Assistant Thuy Nguyen
Organist/Pianist David Leahey, Director of Music
Acolyte Breanna Tillman
Crucifer Gavin Stiens
Ushers Andrew Ehlers
Barbara Pate
Altar Care Cathy Long
AV Operators Greg Auld
Caroline Ehlers
Welcome Host Debbie Haugan
Nursery Emily Seaton

T
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) “ ) Give online
This weekend's altar flowers Read/Sign up for newsletters
are given in donation Register or attend events/classes

of the flower fund. Request for prayers
Connect on social media

...AND MORE!
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St. John's Lutheran Church
EH 5952 Franconia Road Eﬂ

Alexandria, VA 22310

A member congregation of the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod

St. John's Lutheran Church Staff

Pastor Rev. John Meehan
Director of Discipleship Jennifer Hills, DCE
Director of Music David Leahey
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Contact Us

Office: 703-971-2210
ECEC: 703-971-3581
Website: www.sjlc.com
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Pastor: pastor.meehan@sjlc.com
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ECEC Administrator: ecec.admin@sjlc.com

| 21 |



