
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 15, 2026 – 10:30 a.m. 
With One Voice: Holy Communion, Setting 6 

Prayer of preparation: 
Lord Jesus, walk with us during these 40 days of Lent. Be near to us in our 
struggles against temptation, and let us find our strength in you. Bless this 
time of worship for your Name’s sake. Amen. 

T   T   T 

Welcome 

Pre-Service Music “Diapason Movement” (J. Stanley) 

Ringing of the Bells 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, 

turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of 
your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your Word, we may confess our 
sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
P Gracious God, 
C we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. 

We are not worthy to be called your children. 
Have mercy on us and turn us from our sinful ways. 
Forgive us and bring us back to you, 
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For we once were dead but now have life, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ.  
Amen. 

P The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love. Through the Holy Spirit, God gives life, 
freedom from the power of sin, and resurrection from the dead. In 
the name of T Jesus, your sins are forgiven. Live in newness of life. 

C Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Processional Hymn "Word of God, Come Down on Earth" (LSB 545) 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Quinn, 1919–2010 
Tune: Johann Rudolph Ahle, 1625–73, alt. 
Text: © 1969 OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318 
Tune: Public domain 
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Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Kyrie 

 

 
Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray: 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every 
morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as 
Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant 
that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give 
thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
Children’s Message 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 42:14-21 
14For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and restrained 
myself; now I will cry out like a woman in labor; I will gasp and pant. 15I 
will lay waste mountains and hills, 
and dry up all their vegetation; I will turn the rivers into islands, and dry 
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up the pools. 
16And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that 
they have not known I will guide them. I will turn the darkness before 
them into light, the rough places into level ground. These are the things I 
do, and I do not forsake them. 17They are turned back and utterly put to 
shame, who trust in carved idols, who say to metal images, “You are our 
gods.” 18Hear, you deaf, and look, you blind, that you may see! 
19Who is blind but my servant, or deaf as my messenger whom I send? 
Who is blind as my dedicated one, or blind as the servant of the LORD? 
20He sees many things, but does not observe them; his ears are open, but 
he does not hear. 21The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake, to 
magnify his law and make it glorious. 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm (read responsively) Psalm 142 
L  With my voice I cry out to the LORD; 
 with my voice I plead for mercy to the LORD. 
C  I pour out my complaint before him; 
 I tell my trouble before him. 
L  When my spirit faints within me, 
 you know my way! 
      In the path where I walk 
 they have hidden a trap for me. 
C  Look to the right and see: 
 there is none who takes notice of me; 
      no refuge remains to me; 
 no one cares for my soul. 
L  I cry to you, O LORD; 
 I say, “You are my refuge, 
 my portion in the land of the living.” 
C  Attend to my cry, 
 for I am brought very low! 
      Deliver me from my persecutors, 
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 for they are too strong for me! 
L  Bring me out of prison, 
 that I may give thanks to your name! 
      The righteous will surround me, 
 for you will deal bountifully with me. 
Epistle Reading Ephesians 5:8-14 

8For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. 
Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good 
and right and true), 10and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 
11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose 
them. 12For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in 
secret. 13But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 
14for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

“Awake, O sleeper, 
 and arise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.” 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Lenten Verse 

 
Holy Gospel John 9:1-41 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter. 
C  Glory to you, O Lord.  

Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture 
And consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead. 
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1As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples 
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?” 3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, 
but that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4We must work the 
works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one 
can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 
6Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the 
saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7and said to him, 
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and 
washed and came back seeing. 
8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were 
saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some said, “It is 
he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 
10So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He 
answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and 
said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received 
my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 
14Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his 
eyes. 15So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. 
And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 
16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not 
keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do 
such signs?” And there was a division among them. 17So they said again 
to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your 
eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his 
sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 
19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How 
then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is 
our son and that he was born blind. 21But how he now sees we do not 
know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He 
will speak for himself.” 22(His parents said these things because they 
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feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should 
confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) 
23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and 
said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He 
answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, 
that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do 
to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told 
you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? 
Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28And they reviled him, 
saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know 
that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know 
where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing 
thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my 
eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a 
worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 32Never since the 
world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man 
born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They 
answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And 
they cast him out. 
35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, 
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir, 
that I may believe in him?” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it 
is he who is speaking to you.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he 
worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, 
that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become 
blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to 
him, “Are we also blind?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you 
would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.” 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon "From Ashes to Alleluia: With Jesus at Siloam" 
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Hymn of the Day "Your Hand, O Lord, in Days of Old" (LSB 846) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821–91, alt. 
Tune: English; adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed 
C We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
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with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of 
the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and 
was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the 
Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 
prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, T and the life of the world 
to come.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 
P Gathered by the Spirit, let us return to the Lord our God and pray for 

the church, the world, and all who yearn for new life. 
Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for 

private prayer. 
During the season of Lent each petition ends with the phrase:  “Lord, in 

your mercy.” 
Please respond by saying: “Hear our prayer.” 

The prayers end with the words: 
P Almighty God, you have commanded us to pray, and you promise to 

hear us. Hear the prayers of your people and grant us all that we 
need, for the sake of the One in whose name we pray, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

Announcements/Lutheran Hour Ministries Sunday 
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Offertory Prayer 
L Let us pray.  God our provider, 
C you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace 

and life.  Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from 
your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

Great Thanksgiving 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Preface 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through 
Christ our Lord.  You bid your people cleanse their hearts and 
prepare with joy for the paschal feast.  Renew our zeal in faith and 
life, and bring us to the fullness of the grace that belongs to the 
children of God.  And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Sanctus 

 
Eucharistic Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven,  

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses  
     as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power  
     and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Agnus Dei 

 
Please be seated 

Distribution 
Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, 
Christ’s body and blood are given to those who receive the bread and 
wine.  With the bread and wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given 
to Christ’s people for forgiveness of sins, strength for our journey of faith, 
and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.  All who have been baptized into 
Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words that these gifts 
are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to receive 
the Eucharist. 
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table.  The 
bread will be distributed first.  Gluten-free wafers are available for those 
who may need these.  Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.  
The wine is then received by individual glasses only.  Non-alcoholic grape 
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juice is available for those who for medical or recovery purposes must 
abstain from alcohol. 
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward 
and receive a blessing.  Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay 
assistant are able to distinguish children who do commune from those 
who do not yet receive the Sacrament. 
For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see 
“Christian Questions with Their Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the 
pew Bible. 

Music at the Distribution 
 Choir Anthem “Kyrie Eleison” (Wayne Wold) 

Kyrie Eleison, 
Lord have mercy.  
  
Peace, Lord, we pray for peace, 
Peace for us and peace for others, 
For the Church, for all the world. 
This our prayer to you.  
  
Christie Eleison, 
Christ have mercy. 
  
Praise, Lord, we give you praise, 
For this house and for your people, 
Comfort, save us, by your grace. 
This our prayer to you.  
  
Kyrie Eleison, 
Lord have mercy.  
Amen. 
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"Amazing Grace"  (LSB 744) 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–4): John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond 
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1829, Cincinnati 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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"Come to Calvary's Holy Mountain"  (LSB 435) 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 
Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Dismissal 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
L Let us pray:  Merciful God, 
C accompany our journey through these forty days.  Renew us in 

the gift of Baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, 
pray for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all 
that we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Sending of Lay Eucharistic Ministers 
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Blessing 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 

Sending 
L Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Sending Hymn "In the Cross of Christ I Glory" (LSB 427) 

 

 

 
Text: John Bowring, 1792–1872 
Tune: Ithamar Conkey, 1815–67 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude “Invention III” (Joseph Callaert) 

T   T   T 
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Our Ministry Of Worship 
Officiant/Preacher Pastor Meehan 
Welcome & Children’s Message Jennifer Hills, Director of Discipleship 
Lay Assistant Mark Guilfoil 
Communion Lay Assistant Angie Stiens 
Organist/Pianist David Leahey, Director of Music 
Acolyte Matthew Rempe 
Crucifer Samuel Rempe 
Ushers Benjamin May 
 Michelle May 
Altar Care Cathy Long 
AV Operators Greg Auld 
 Jim Haugan 
Welcome Host Debbie Haugan 
Nursery Beth Rempe 
  
 

 
This weekend’s altar flowers  

are given by donations  
to the flower fund. 
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2026 Lenten Worship Schedule 
NOTE: livestreaming available for service times with an * 

 
Sundays in Lent  

March 22  
10:30AM* - Worship Services with Holy Communion 

 
Sunday, March 29 - Palm Sunday 

10:30AM* - Worship Services with Holy Communion 
 

Wednesdays in Lent 
March 18, 25, and April 1 

12 Noon* - Midweek Lenten Worship with Holy Communion 
 

Holy Week 
Thursday, April 2 - Maundy Thursday 

7:00PM* - Holy Communion and stripping of the altar 
 

Friday, April 3 - Good Friday 
12 Noon & 7:00PM* - No Communion 

 
Saturday, April 4 - Holy Saturday/Great Vigil of Easter 

7:00PM* - Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, April 5 - Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Sunday  
8:00AM & 10:30AM* - Holy Communion 

 Easter Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt between worship service  
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St. John's Lutheran Church 
5952 Franconia Road 
Alexandria, VA 22310 

A member congregation of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Staff 
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Contact Us 

Office: 703-971-2210 
ECEC: 703-971-3581 

Website: www.sjlc.com 
 

Emails 
Pastor: pastor.meehan@sjlc.com 
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Director of Music: david.leahey@sjlc.com 
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ECEC Administrator: ecec.admin@sjlc.com 

 
 


