Fourth Sunday after Pentecost Ei
June 21, 2026 - 10:30 a.m. |

With One Voice, Holy Communion, Setting Five

ST. JOHN'S
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Prayer before worship:

Almighty God, you pour out on all who desire it the spirit of grace and
supplication. As we come into your presence, delivery us from cold hearts
and wandering thoughts, that with steady minds and burning zeal we may

worship you in spirit and in truth; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Welcome

Pre-Service Music “A Verset on Brother James' Air - Noel Rawsthorne
Ringing of the Bells

Brief Order for Confession & Forgiveness

[P) In the name of the Father, and of the I Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
(d Amen.

[P] Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
(d Amen.

[P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel or be seated, as able
[P) Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.




We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.

[P) Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you and, for
his sake, forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained minister
of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the I+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Opening Hymn
0

"Come, Thou Almighty King" (LSB 905)
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Text: English, before 1760, alt., Tune: Felice de Giardini, 1716-96,Text and tune: Public domain

Greeting
[P|The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
(d And also with you.

Hymn of Praise
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Prayer of the Day

P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P] O God, because Your abiding presence always goes with us, keep us
aware of Your daily mercies that we may live secure and content in
Your eternal love; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Children’s Message

First Reading Jeremiah 20:7-13

'O LORD, you have deceived me, and | was deceived; you are stronger than
|, and you have prevailed. | have become a laughingstock all the day;
everyone mocks me. 8For whenever | speak, | cry out, | shout, “Violence
and destruction!” For the word of the LORD has become for me a reproach
and derision all day long. °If I say, "I will not mention him, or speak any
more in his name,” there is in my heart as it were a burning fire shut up in
my bones, and | am weary with holding it in, and | cannot. "°For | hear
many whispering. Terror is on every side! “Denounce him! Let us
denounce him!” say all my close friends, watching for my fall. “Perhaps he
will be deceived; then we can overcome him and take our revenge on
him.” ""But the LORD is with me as a dread warrior; therefore my
persecutors will stumble; they will not overcome me. They will be greatly
shamed, for they will not succeed. Their eternal dishonor will never be
forgotten. O LORD of hosts, who tests the righteous, who sees the heart
and the mind, let me see your vengeance upon them, for to you have |
committed my cause. '3Sing to the LORD; praise the LORD!

For he has delivered the life of the needy from the hand of evildoers.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm Psalm 91:1-10
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.
| will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress,
my God, in whom | trust.”
For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler
and from the deadly pestilence.
He will cover you with his pinions,
and under his wings you will find refuge;
his faithfulness is a shield and buckler.
You will not fear the terror of the night,
nor the arrow that flies by day,
nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness,
nor the destruction that wastes at noonday.
A thousand may fall at your side,
ten thousand at your right hand,
but it will not come near you.
You will only look with your eyes
and see the recompense of the wicked.
Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place—
the Most High, who is my refuge—
no evil shall be allowed to befall you,
no plague come near your tent.

Epistle Romans 6:12-23
12Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their
passions. *Do not present your members to sin as instruments for
unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been
brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for
righteousness. '#For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not
under law but under grace.

>What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under
grace? By no means! '®*Do you not know that if you present yourselves to

anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey,
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either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to
righteousness? "But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of
sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to
which you were committed, '8and, having been set free from sin, have
become slaves of righteousness. '’ am speaking in human terms, because
of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members
as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so
now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to
sanctification.

20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.
21But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you
are now ashamed? The end of those things is death. 2°But now that you
have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you
get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 2°For the wages of sin is
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse

f
| —= I |
3 = | " i
FL Pl 4 1) T z ]
o) M —— r =
Al - e - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we  go?
0 . A — : iI'-EF_T :
» - 5 i il » J‘ | - e
. R s == E -
Al - e - Inu - in. You have the words of e - ter- nal life.
_‘E'I — : i I E | | |
s - = F —— — -
h L - B N '

Al - e - In - ia, al - le - Im - ia.

| 7|



Holy Gospel Matthew 10:5a, 21-33

[P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture
and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead.

*These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, [...]

21"Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and
children will rise against parents and have them put to death, ?2and you
will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures to
the end will be saved. >When they persecute you in one town, flee to
the next, for truly, | say to you, you will not have gone through all the
towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.

24"A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 2°It is
enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his
master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much
more will they malign those of his household.

26"So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be
revealed, or hidden that will not be known. ’What | tell you in the dark,
say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops.
28And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather
fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. °Are not two
sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground
apart from your Father. 3°But even the hairs of your head are all
numbered. 3'Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many
sparrows. 3°So everyone who acknowledges me before men, | also will
acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33but whoever denies me
before men, | also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.”

[P] The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon “Of More Value”

| 8 |



Hymn of the Day

"How Firm a Foundation" (LSB 728)
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My sov - ’reign, e - ter - nal, un-change - a - ble love;
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What more can He say than to you He has said
I'll  strength - en you, help you, and cause you to stand,
That  soul, though all hell should en - deav - or to shake,
The flames will not hurt you; I on - ly de - sign
And  then, when gray hairs will their tem - ples a - dorn,
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Your  dross to con-sume and your gold to re - fine.
Like lambs  they will still in My bos-om be borne.”

Text: A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt.
Tune: Genuine Church Music, 1832, Winchester
Text and tune: Public domain

Profession of Faith

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he
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became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the
Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, I~ and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
[P) Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all
people according to their needs.

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for
private prayer.
During the season after Pentecost each petition ends with the phrase:
“Hear us, O God.”
Please respond by saying: “Your mercy is great.”

The prayers end with the words:

[P) Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
(d Amen.

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of
the Lord, saying,
“Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the
Spirit in the
bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).
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Announcements

Offertory Prayer
Let us Pray, Merciful God,
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us -
our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious
love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for
us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Great Thanksgiving
[PJThe Lord be with you.
(d And also with you.
[PJLift up your hearts.
(@ We lift them up to the Lord.

[P]Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
@It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Preface
[P)It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our
Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the
Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
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Sanctus
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Eucharistic Prayer

Lord’s Prayer

[PJLord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

@ Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

| 12 ]



Agnus Dei
n i
| | I 1 |

7
# i 7, ]
t:? z ” P — J JL JL -

Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on

f
!J | I} |
ifania £ - — s - |
S e S T e B S S e 4
us. Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have
f? ] £ i I
(I S R R P R e e e
P — ' | |
mer-cy on - us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the

E-ﬁ:’

i 1
i F e i |
| J | | i ‘ [ [# D
k 2 I I S —

sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

Please be seated

Distribution of Holy Communion

Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar,
Christ's body and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.
With the bread and wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to
Christ's people for forgiveness of sins, strength for our journey of faith, and
a foretaste of the heavenly banquet. All who have been baptized into
Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words that these gifts are
given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to receive the
Eucharist.

Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table. The
bread will be distributed first. Gluten-free wafers are available for those
who may need these. Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.
The wine is then received by individual glasses only. Non-alcoholic grape
juice is available for those who for medical or recovery purposes must
abstain from alcohol.
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Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward
and receive a blessing. Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay
assistant are able to distinguish children who do commune from those who
do not yet receive the Sacrament.

Music at the Distribution

"Here, O My Lord, | See Thee Face to Face" (LSB 631)
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1 Here @) my Lord, I see  Thee face to face;
2 Here would I feed up - on the bread of God,
3 This is the hour of ban - quet and of song;
41 have no help but Thine; nor do I need
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Here drink with  Thee the roy - al wine of heav’n;
This is the heav’n - ly ta - ble spread for me;
An oth - er arm but Thine to lean wup - on.
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Here would I lay a - side each earth-1ly load,
Here let me feast and, feast - ing, still  pro - long
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Here taste a - fresh the calm of sin for - giv'n.
The brief bright hour of fel - low - ship with Thee.
My strength 1is in Thy might, Thy might a - lone.

| 14|



5 Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness;
Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood;
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace:
Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my God.

6 Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear;
The feast, though not the love, is past and gone;
The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here;
Nearer than ever; still my shield and sun.

7 Feast after feast thus comes and passes by,
Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above,
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy,
The Lamb'’s great marriage feast of bliss and love.
"O Jesus, Blessed Lord to Thee" (LSB 632)
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ly be - stowed On me  Thy bod-y and Thy blood.
in my heart: How blessed am I! How good  Thou art!
Dismissal
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Post-Communion Canticle “Thankful Hearts”
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us pray:
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament
of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be
filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever.
(d Amen.
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Sending

Benediction

[P] AlImighty God, Father, *I Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and

forever.
(84 Amen.

Sending

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sending Hymn

"Jesus, Lead Thou On" (LSB 718)
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1 Je - sus,lead Thou on Till our rest i1s won; And al - though the
2 If the way be drear, If the foe be near, Let not faith - less
3 When we seek re - lief From a long-felt grief, When temp - ta - tions
4 Je - sus,lead Thou on Till our rest is won. Heav'n-ly lead - er,
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way be cheer - less, We will fol - low calm and fear - less.
fears o’er - take us; Let not faith and hope for- sake us;
come al - lur - ing, Make us pa - tient and en-dur - ing.
still  di - rect us, Still sup-port, con - sole, pro - tect us,
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Guide us by Thy hand To our fa - ther - land.
For through man - ya  woe To our home we g0.
Show us  that bright shore Where we weep no  more.
Tl we  safe - ly stand In our fa - ther - land.
Postlude "'"Maestoso’ from Three Short Preludes” (Everett Titcomb)

T 1
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Our Ministry Of Worship

Guest Officiant/Preacher Pastor Rueter
Welcome/Children’s Message Jennifer Hills, Director of Discipleship
Lay Assistant Thuy Nguyen
Communion Lay Assistant Trevor Hassett
Organist David Leahey, Director of Music
Acolyte Caleb Rempe
Crucifer Grace Rempe
Ushers Benjamin May
Michelle May
Altar Care Jean Gilbertson
AV Operator Greg Auld
Samuel Rempe
Welcome Host Denise Canter
Nursery Christin Kjelland
Lisa Goodell

T

| 18 |



SCAN HERE TO
[

o T T,
~

s ++tdtbtbdd

Give online

This weekend'’s altar flowers are

Read/Sign up for newsletters
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‘Maestoso’ from Three Short Preludes — Everett Titcomb (Carl Fischer, Inc.
NY) All rights reserved.
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St. John's Lutheran Church
Elﬂ 5952 Franconia Road
Alexandria, VA 22310
A member congregation of the Lutheran Church — Missourt Synod

Church and ECEC Staff

Pastor Rev. John Meehan pastor.meehan@sjlc.com
Director of Discipleship Jennifer Hills, DCE jennifer.hills@sjlc.com
Director of Music David Leahey david.leahey@sjlc.com
Office Administrator Michelle May office@sjlc.com

Finance Administrator  Jennifer Smith finance@sjlc.com
Director of ECEC Amanda Parks ecec@sjlc.com

ECEC Administrator Kari Wells ecec.admin@sjlc.com

Contact Information
Office: (703) 971-2210
ECEC: (703) 971-3581
Website: www.sjlc.com
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