Seventh Sunday after Pentecost H
July 12, 2026 — 10:30 a.m.

With One Voice, Holy Communion, Setting Five

ST. JOHN'S

Prayer before worship:

Almighty God, you pour out on all who desire it the spirit of grace and
supplication. As we come into your presence, deliver us from cold hearts
and wandering thoughts, that with steady minds and burning zeal we
may worship you in spirit and in truth; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

T - T

Welcome
Pre-Service Music "Elegy from Six Sketches” (Cecil Armstrong Gibbs)

Brief Order for Confession & Forgiveness

[P)In the name of the Father, and of the *I- Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
(d Amen.

[P} AlImighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

(d Amen.

[P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel or be seated, as able

[P) Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved




our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

[P} Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you and, for
his sake, forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained minister
of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the *I- Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Service of the Word
Opening Hymn "Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast" (LSB 577)
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Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.
Tune: The Whole Booke of Psalmes, 1562, London
Text and tune: Public domain
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Greeting
[P|The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
(d And also with you.

Hymn of Praise
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Prayer of the Day

P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P) Let us pray:
Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written
for our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn,
and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast
the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Children’s Message
First Reading Isaiah 55:10-13

19“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not
return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving
seed to the sower and bread to the eater, '"so shall my word be that
goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall
accomplish that which | purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which
| sent it. >"For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the
mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all
the trees of the field shall clap their hands. '3Instead of the thorn shall
come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it
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shall make a name for the LORD, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut
off.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm (read responsively) Psalm 65:1-13
Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion,
and to you shall vows be performed.
O you who hears prayer,
to you shall all flesh come.
When iniquities prevail against me,
you atone for our transgressions.
Blessed is the one you choose and bring near,
to dwell in your courts!
We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house,
the holiness of your temple!
By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness,
O God of our salvation,
the hope of all the ends of the earth
and of the farthest seas;
the one who by his strength established the mountains,
being girded with might;
who stills the roaring of the seas,
the roaring of their waves,
the tumult of the peoples,
so that those who dwell at the ends of the earth are in awe at
your signs.
You make the going out of the morning and the evening to shout
for joy.
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You visit the earth and water it;
you greatly enrich it;
the river of God is full of water;
you provide their grain,
for so you have prepared it.
You water its furrows abundantly,
settling its ridges,
softening it with showers,
and blessing its growth.
You crown the year with your bounty;
your wagon tracks overflow with abundance.
The pastures of the wilderness overflow,
the hills gird themselves with joy,
the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,
the valleys deck themselves with grain,
they shout and sing together for joy.

Epistle Romans 8:12-17

Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture
and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead.

12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh. 3For if you live according to the flesh you will die,
but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.
"For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. *For you did
not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”
16The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children
of God, ""and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with
Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified
with him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia Verse
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Holy Gospel Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

[P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. And
great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat
down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them
many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. “And as he
sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and
devoured them. >Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not
have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no
depth of soil, ®but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they
had no root, they withered away. ‘Other seeds fell among thorns, and
the thorns grew up and choked them. 80ther seeds fell on good soil and
produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. "He who
has ears, let him hear.[...]

18"Hear then the parable of the sower: "When anyone hears the word of
the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and
snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown
along the path. 2°As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one
who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 'yet he has no
root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or
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persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away.
22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the
word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke
the word, and it proves unfruitful. 2As for what was sown on good sail,
this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears
fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in
another thirty.”

[P) The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon "Readings from Romans: Heirs with Christ"

Hymn of the Day "I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus" (LSB 729)
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1 I am trust-ing Thee, Lord Je - sus, Trust-ing on - ly Thee;
21 am trust-ing Thee for par-don; At Thy feet [ bow,
31 am trust-ing Thee for cleans-ing In the crim -son flood;
41 am trust-ing Thee to guide me; Thou a - lone shalt lead,
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Trust - ing  Thee for full sal - va - tion, Great and free.
For Thy grace and ten - der mer - cy Trust - ing now.

Trust-ing Thee to make me ho - 1ly By Thy blood.
Ev - ’ry day and hour sup - ply - ing All my need.
5 | am trusting Thee for power;
Thine can never fail.
Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me
Must prevail.

6 | am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.
| am trusting Thee forever
And for all.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-79, Tune: Henry W. Baker, 1821-77, Text and tune: Public domain
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Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the
Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, I and the life of the world
to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
[P] Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all
people according to their needs.

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for
private prayer.
During the season after Pentecost each petition ends with the phrase:
“Hear us, O God.”
Please respond by saying: “Your mercy is great.”

The prayers end with the words:
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[P] Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
(8 Amen.

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of
the Lord, saying,
“Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the
Spirit in the
bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24, Eph. 4:1-3).

Announcements

Offertory Prayer

Merciful God,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us -
our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious
love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for
us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Great Thanksgiving
[PJThe Lord be with you.
(d And also with you.

[PJLift up your hearts.
(@ We lift them up to the Lord.

[P]Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
@It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Preface

[PJIt is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through
Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by
his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
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name and join their unending hymn:
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Eucharistic Prayer

Lord’s Prayer

[P]Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

@ Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and

the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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Agnus Dei
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sin of the  world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

Please be seated

Distribution of Holy Communion

Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar,
Christ's body and blood are given to those who receive the bread and
wine. With the bread and wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given
to Christ's people for forgiveness of sins, strength for our journey of faith,
and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet. All who have been baptized into
Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words that these gifts
are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to receive
the Eucharist.

Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table. The
bread will be distributed first. Gluten-free wafers are available for those
who may need these. Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.
The wine is then received by individual glasses only. Non-alcoholic grape
juice is available for those who for medical or recovery purposes must
abstain from alcohol.
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Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward
and receive a blessing. Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay
assistant are able to distinguish children who do commune from those
who do not yet receive the Sacrament.

Distribution Hymns

Summer Choir Anthem “Bread of Life" (Lee G. Barrow)
Break Thou the Bread of Life, dear Lord to me,

as once You broke the loaves beside the sea.

Beyond the sacred page, | seek Thee, Lord,

My spirit waits for Thee, O Living Word.

O send Your spirit, Lord, now unto me

that You may touch my eyes and make me see.
Show me the truth concealed within Your word,
for in Your book revealed, | see You, Lord.

Let us break bread together on our knees.
When | fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun,
Oh, Lord, have mercy on me.
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"Your Table | Approach”

(LSB 628)
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1
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3 Your bod -y and Your blood,
4 Search not how this takes place,

ap - proach;

my  sins

Dear Sav - ior,

This

hear my prayer.
And mourn their wretch-ed bands;
Once slain and

shed for
won -drous mys - ter - y;

me,
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Let not an un - re - pen-tant heart Prove hurt-ful to me there.
A con-tritec heart is sure to find For - give-ness at Your hands.
Are tak-en at Your ta- ble, Lord, In blest re - al - 1 - ty.

God can ac - com-plish vast -ly more Than what we think could be.

5 O grant, most blessed Lord,
That earth and hell combined

May not about this sacrament

Raise doubt within my mind.

6 Oh, may | never fail
To thank You day and night

For Your true body and true blood,

O God, my peace and light.

Text: Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633-1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828-1915, alt., Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois, Text and tune: Public domain
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"The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord" (LSB 634)
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1 The death of Je - sus Christ, our Lord, We cel - e -
2 He blot-ted out with His own blood The judg - ment
3 That this for - ev - er true shall be He gives a
4 His Word pro - claims and we be - lieve That 1n  this
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that a - gainst us  stood; For us He full a -
sol - emn guar - an - ftee: In this His ho - ly
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in dis - tress, Our heart’s sweet joy and hap - pi - ness.
tone - ment made, And all our debt He ful - ly paid.
Sup - per here We taste His love SO sweet, SO  near.
as He said, His ver - y blood for sin - ners shed.
5 We dare not ask how this can be,
But simply hold the mystery
And trust this word where life begins:
"Given and shed for all your sins.”
6 They who this word do not believe
This food unworthily receive,
Salvation here will never find—
May we this warning keep in mind!
7 But blest is each believing guest
Who in these promises finds rest;
For Jesus shall in love remain
With all who here His grace obtain.
(final verse, next page)
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8 Help us sincerely to believe
That we may worthily receive
Your Supper and in You find rest.
Amen! They who believe are blest.

Text (sts. 1-4, 6-8): Haquin Spegel, 1645-1714; (sts. 1-4, 6-8): tr. Olof Olsson, 1841-1900, alt.; (st. 5): composite, Tune: Sammlung alter und neuer . .
domain

. Melodien, 1742, Text and tune: Public

Dismissal

Post-Communion Canticle “Thankful Hearts”
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us pray:

Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the
Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that
we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever.

Amen.

Sending of Lay Eucharistic Ministers

Sending

Benediction

[P) Almighty God, Father, *I- Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and

forever.
(84 Amen.

Sending

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Sending Hymn

"Almighty Father, Bless the Word" (LSB 923)
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I Al - might -y Fa - ther, bless the Word Which through Your
2 We  praise You for the means of grace As home - ward
A 3 Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow; Praise Him, all
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now our steps we trace. Grant, Lord, that we who
crea - tures here be - low; Praise Him a - bove, ye
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seed take root, Spring up, and bear a - bun - dant fruit!
wor - shiped here May all at last in heav’n ap - pear
heav’n-ly host: Praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.

Text (sts. 1-2): Church Poetry, 1823, Philadelphia, alt.; (st. 3): Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois, Text and tune: Public domain
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Postlude “Offertoire” (Bruce Steane)

Our Ministry Of Worship

Officiant/Preacher Pastor Meehan
Welcome/Children’s Message Jennifer Hills, Director of Discipleship

Lay Assistant Steve Tracy
Communion Lay Assistant Thuy Nguyen
Organist/Pianist David Leahey, Director of Music
Ushers Fred Esposito
Mike Waring
Altar Care Barbara Pate
AV Operators Scott Budzien
Andrea Godwin
Welcome Host Christy Hoins
Nursery Barbara Gilliland

Lisa Goodell
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This weekend'’s altar flowers are
given by donations to the flower fund.
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