SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE AND THANKSGIVING
for the life of

Edwin Felipe Chanco Pena
November 20, 1954 — August 2, 2025

St. John's Lutheran Church - Alexandria, Virginia

Tuesday in the Ninth Week after Pentecost
August 12, 2025 at 11:00 am
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Pre-Service Music
Welcome

Opening Rite

[P] In the Name of the Father, and of the *I- Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

P] In Holy Baptism, Edwin was clothed with the robe of Christ’s righteousness that
covered all his sin. St. Paul says: “Do you not know that all of us who have been
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?”

We were buried therefore with him by Baptism into death, so that as Christ
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in
newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we

shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.
(Romans 6:3-5)

(P) Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!



Gathering Hymn "How Great Thou Art" (LSB 801)
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1 O Lord my God, when I in awe-some won -der Con - sid - er
2 When through the woods and for-est glades 1 wan-der, 1 hear the
3 But when I think that God, His Son not spar-ing, Sent Him to
4 When Christ shall come with shout of ac - cla-ma - tion And take me
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all the works Thy hand hath made, 1 see the stars, I hear the might-y
birds sing sweet-ly in the trees; When I look down from loft - y moun-tain
die, I scarce can take it in— That on the cross my bur-den glad - ly
home, what joy shall fill my heart! Then I shall bow in hum-ble ad - o-
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thun - der, Thy pow’r through - out the u - ni-verse dis - played;
gran-deur  And hear the brook and feel the gen - tle breeze;
bear - ing He bled and died to take a - way my sin;
ra - tion  And there pro -claim: “My God, how great Thou art!”
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Then sings my soul, my Sav - ior God, to  Thee, How great Thou
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art! How great Thou art! Then sings my soul, my Sav - ior God, to
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Thee, How great Thou  art! How great Thou art!

Text: Carl Gustaf Boberg, 1859-1940; tr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899-1989

Tune: Swedish; arr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899-1989

Text and tune: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn
License no. 110005318

Opening Sentences

[P) Through Holy Baptism, our gracious God forgives sin and creates new life. In
Baptism, we are reborn to a new life where we know God as the loving, forgiving
Father that He is. By the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,
we become inheritors of eternal life through the cleansing blood of Jesus, shed for
us and for our salvation.
The hope and joy which we have in Christ does not end at the grave. God's loving
purposes for his people are not destroyed by death. Rather, death becomes the
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gateway to eternal life with God in heaven. The grave for God's people is not the
end, but the beginning which brings about God's ultimate purpose for his people.

Today, we are gathered here to remember and to celebrate the life given to God's
beloved son, Edwin, who now lives with Christ in heaven. We grieve, and yet we
hope. We are sad, yet we are able to celebrate and give thanks for the hope of
the resurrection. Our faith in Christ reminds us that no matter how painful death
may be, it is ultimately victory, not defeat. Because Christ lives, Edwin lives. This
is our faith, our hope, and our joy.

Prayer

(P The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Let us pray:
O God of grace and mercy, we give you thanks for your loving-kindness shown to
Edwin and to all your servants who, having finished their course of faith, now rest
from their labors. Grant that we also may be faithful unto death and receive the
crown of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.

Amen.

A Life Remembered

First Reading Proverbs 3:5-6

*Trust in the LORD with all your heart,

and do not lean on your own understanding.
®In all your ways acknowledge him,

and he will make straight your paths.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalmody (please join in reading responsively)

Psalm 23

The LorD is my shepherd; | shall not want. He makes me lie down in green
pastures. He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in
paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. Even though | walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod
and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the
presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and | shall
dwell in the house of the LorD forever.

Hymn "Great Is Thy Faithfulness" (LSB 809)
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1 Great is Thy faith - ful - ness, O God my Fa - ther;
2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and  har - vest,
3 Par - don for sin and a peace that en - dur - eth,
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There is no shad - ow of turn - ing with Thee.
Sun, moon, and stars in their cours - es a - bove
Thine own dear pres - ence to cheer and to guide;
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Thou chang - est not: Thy com - pas - sions, they fail not;
Join with all na - ture in man - 1 - fold wit- ness
Strength for  to - day and bright hope for to - mor-row,
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As Thou hast been, Thou for - ev - er wilt be.
To Thy great faith - ful-ness, mer - cy, and love.
Bless -ings all mine, with ten thou -sand be - side!



Refrain
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Great is Thy faith-ful-ness! Great is Thy  faith-ful-ness!
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Morn-ing by morn - ing new mer - cies I see;
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Great 1s Thy faith - ful-ness, Lord, un - to me!

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866-1960
Tune: William M. Runyan, 1870-1957
Text: Public domain

Tune: Public domain

Epistle Reading 2 Corinthians 12:7-10
’So to keep me from being too elated by the surpassing greatness of the
revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me,
to keep me from being too elated. ®Three times | pleaded with the Lord about this,
that it should leave me. °But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladly of my
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. '°For the sake of Christ,
then, | am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities.
For when | am weak, then | am strong.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand

Holy Gospel Matthew 11:28-30
P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.
28Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. *Take my
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. *°For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

P] The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
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Hymn "When Peace, Like a River" (LSB 763)
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1 When peace, like a riv - er, at - tend - eth my way; When
2 Though Sa - tan should buf - fet, though tri - als should come, Let
3 He lives— oh, the bliss of this glo - r1i - ous thought; My
4 And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight, The
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sor - rows, like sea bil-lows, roll; What-ev - er my lot, Thou hast
this blest as - sur-ance con-trol, That Christ hath re - gard - ed my
sin, not in part, but the whole, Is nailed to His cross, and I

clouds be rolled back as a scroll, The trum - pet shall sound and the
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taught me to say, It 1s  well, 1t is well with my soul.
help - less es-tate And hath shed His ownblood for my soul.
bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
Lord shall de-scend; E - ven so it is well with my soul.
A Refrain
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It 1s well with my soul, It is well, it is well with my soul.

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-88, alt.
Tune: Philip P. Bliss, 1838-76
Text and tune: Public domain

Homily

Profession of Faith The Apostles’ Creed

[P) God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in
trust and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the
dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People (please kneel or be seated)

[P] Trusting in the promise of eternal life given to us in Christ's death and resurrection,
we come before our Lord in prayer:

[P] O God the Father in heaven,
have mercy on us.

P) O God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
have mercy on us.

P] O God the Holy Spirit,
have mercy on us and grant us your peace.

P) Lord Jesus Christ, dying, you destroyed our death; rising, you restored our life. We
give you thanks and praise for the hope of the resurrection and the life to come
which we have in you. Give us your comfort in our need. Lord, in your mercy;

Hear our prayer.

[P] Loving Father, give your gracious presence and your saving peace to Edwin's
family: his wife, Marissa Ona; his siblings, Adriel, Louella, Glenda, Pedro Jr., and
Rebecca together with all his relatives and friends. Surround them with your love
and comfort them with your strength to meet the days ahead knowing that you
are with them always, even to the end of the world. Lord, in your mercy;

Hear our prayer.

[P} Merciful God, you sent your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, to bring life and
immortality to light. We give you thanks because by his death Jesus destroyed
the power of death and by his resurrection he has opened the kingdom of heaven
to all believers. Make us certain that because he lives we shall live also, and that
neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come shall be able to
separate us from your love which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Lord, in your mercy;

Hear our prayer.

[P) O God, the generations rise and pass away before you. You are the strength of
those who labor, and the rest of the blessed dead. We rejoice in the company of
your saints. We remember all who have lived in faith, all who have peacefully died,
and especially those most dear to us who now rest in you. Give us, we pray, our
portion with those who have trusted in you and have lived out your gracious will
in their lives. To your name, with the Church on earth, and the Church in heaven,
we give all honor and glory, now and forever. Lord, in your mercy;
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Hear our prayer.

[P Gracious God, hear our prayers and receive them for the sake of the crucified and
risen One, our Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

(P) Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Please stand

Commendation

[P) Into your hands, merciful Savior, we commend your servant, Edwin. In the sure
and certain hope of our resurrection in Christ, we trust that you acknowledge a
sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming,
and receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting
peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light.

Amen.

Benediction

[P) The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the
great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make
you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-
pleasing in his sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. The
blessing of AlImighty God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you always.

Amen.

[P) Let us go forth in peace.
In the Name of Christ.

[P) Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!



Sending Hymn

“Beautiful Savior” (LSB 537)
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1 Beau-ti-ful Sav - ior, King of cre-a - tion, Son of

2 Fair are the mead-ows, Fair are the wood-lands, Robed in

3 Fair 1is the sun - shine, Fair is the moon-light, Bright the

4 Beau-ti-ful Sav - ior, Lord of the na - tions, Son of
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God and Son of Man! Tru-ly I'd love Thee,Tru - ly I
flow’rs of bloom-ing spring; Je - sus is fair - er, Je - sus is
spar - kling stars on high; Je - sus shines bright-er, Je - sus shines
God and Son of Man! Glo-ry and hon - or, Praise, ad - o -
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serve Thee, Light of my soul, my joy, my  crown.
pur - er, He  makes our sor - r’wing spir - it sing.
pur - er Than all the an - gels in the sky.
ra - tion Now and for-ev - er - more be Thine!

Text: Minsterisch Gesangbuch, 1677, Mlnster; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Tune: Silesian, 19th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

Postlude
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You are invited to a reception in the Fellowship Hall immediately after the memorial

service.
Cards and expression of sympathy may be sent to the family at:
Marissa Ona

7603 Thomas Grant Drive
Alexandria, VA 22315

The family has directed memorial contributions be made to:

St. John's Lutheran Church
5952 Franconia Road
Alexandria, VA 2210

Please indicate that your memorial is in memory of Edwin Pena.
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Serving This Day:
Officiant/Preacher Rev. John S. Meehan

Organist
Greeters
Ushers

Readers

AV Team

David Leahey, Director of Music

Christy Hoins
Brian Hoins
Barbara Pate
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Michael Bernal
Mark Gilbertson
Jurgen Gobien
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Edwin Felipe Chanco Pena, 70 years of age, passed away
-‘ peacefully after a lingering iliness at the Mt. Vernon Hospital.

His career as a banker started after he earned his degree of
Bachelor of Science in Business Administration from the De La
Salle University in Manila, Philippines.

He lived a very active life and indulged in several sports like tennis, soccer and
softball. He even had a short stint as an amateur speed boat racer. His friendly and
helpful demeanor earned him a lot of lifelong friends. He loved to entertain and
host parties with his wife, Marissa at their residence in Alexandria, Virginia.

In April 1996, he contracted a rare and relatively unknown disease at that time,
called acute transverse myelitis. It rendered him paralyzed and he lived as a
quadriplegic for 29.5 years.

Marissa, and with the help of church friends, volunteers and caregivers, Edwin lived
a normal happy life that at times could be bumpy but his positive outlook in life
and his strong faith in God carried him through.

He is survived by his loving wife, Marissa Ona, his siblings, Adriel, Louella, Glenda,

Pedro Jr.,, and Rebecca. His parents were the late Pedro Roque Pena and Rebecca
Chanco Pena and had a deceased brother, Dino.
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