THE PURPOSE OF LIFE GROUPS

Life Groups exist to promote spiritual growth through authentic
Christian relationships and study of God's Word.

Romans 8:29, NIV “For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that
he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.”

Hebrews 10:24-25, NIV “?* And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good
deeds, % not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and
all the more as you see the Day approaching.”

We'll do this by focusing on four primary activities:

SHARE

Each week we'll take time to share what is happening in our lives. At first
this sharing will include planned “sharing questions”. But after the first
few weeks, it will become more informal and personal as we feel more
comfortable.

STUDY

Each week we'll study a section from God's Word that relates to the
previous weekend’s sermon or an appropriate personal growth topic.
Our goal is to learn how to live out our Christianity in everyday life.

SUPPORT
Each week we'll learn how to take care of one another as Christ
commanded. This care can take many forms such as prayer,
encouragement, listening, challenging one another, and meeting real
needs.
John 15:9-13, NIV’ “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. '°If you keep
my commands, you will remain in my love, just as | have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. "' |

have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. '? My command is this: Love
each other as | have loved you. ™ Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.

SERVE
Spiritual Growth is fostered not only by what we gain through the support
and input of others, but also through service to others. The role each of
us fills is important to the health of the church and for us to be the hands
and feet of Jesus to our community (Ephesians 4:11-16). Throughout the
quarter, it is our hope that you can find and/or be affirmed in the ways
God has designed you to serve and make a difference in God's Kingdom.
Ephesians 4:11-16, NIV “'" So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and
teachers, "?to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up ™ until we all
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole
measure of the fullness of Christ. " Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and
blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful
scheming. " Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of

him who is the head, that is, Christ. '® From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.”
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SAUL ENCOUNTERS JESUS

Acts 9:1-30

The Text:

e Jesus calls Saul to follow him.

e Jesus baptizes Saul in and with the Holy Spirit.

e Jesus sends Saul to be an instrument to proclaim his

name.

Face-to-Face with Jesus:

Every encounter with the risen Jesus is a real, radical
experience.

1. Radical grace

2. Radical transformation

3. Radical integration



LIFE GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS
For the week of January 19, 2025

Welcome to the Winter Session of Life Groups
This week we kick off our Winter Session of Life Groups. Your first gathering is
designed to give you time to get acquainted, possibly enjoy a meal together
and connect with each other, as well as time to discuss how to make your Life
Group meetings great! The study questions have been shortened this week to
allow ample time to accomplish all of this. To prepare for your first meeting, take
some time to focus on the questions below and be prepared to share your
answers with the group.
As we start the first session of Life Groups, please help us continue to keep
group members safe by staying home from group if you are not feeling well. We
hope you have a great time together as you connect, encourage one another to
grow and see how God might work!

QUICK REVIEW

Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything
that particularly caught your attention, challenged, or confused you?

BE FRIENDLY

Tell us a little about yourself...
¢ Which do you prefer: Night out, or staying home and being cozy?
e What's your favorite movie that no one else seems to have seen?
e If you were suddenly blind for 3 days, like Saul was in our story,
what's something that you would most miss seeing—or, what's

something that you would secretly be glad to not have to see?

As we begin a new year, what are one or two things that you're hoping for
God to do in 20257

BE OPEN

#1 Ananias played a critical role in the story this weekend. How hard
would it have been to go and pray for Saul, if you were in Ananias’
position? What were some of the barriers that he had to overcome in order
to be obedient?

Be Vulnerable

#2 Acts 9:31 speaks of the early church continuing in the fear of the Lord
and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. How do you see those two ideas—
reverence for God and comfort from Him—working together in your life or
in our community? If you struggle to see them working together, what do
you think makes it hard?

Looking Ahead

One of the key reasons we meet in Life Groups every week is to gain the
encouragement and support we each need to honor God in all we do and
keep our focus on Jesus. Before you go over the Life Group Commitment
in your group, take a moment and write down your responses to the
questions below:

What are you looking forward to in your Life Group this quarter?

Is there anything specific you need prayer for, or is there any other focus
you would like to have in order to grow this first session?



