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Sermon notes: 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Reflection questions: 
1. When you hear the word “banquet,” what celebrations come to mind? What 
memories of banquets do you have from over the years? (for example, a family 
wedding, notable birthday or anniversary, special guest of honor, celebration of 
coming home, etc.) 
 
2. Luke mentions banquets in 7:36-50, 11:37-54, and 14:1-24 as well as here in 
15:11-32. Luke 15 also begins with the religious leaders complaining about  
Jesus, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them” (15:2). Why do you 
think that eating, and stories about eating, would figure so prominently in the  
ministry of Jesus? What does that suggest about his desire to be in fellowship 
with people? 
 
3. In Luke 15 Jesus refers to a banquet with “the fattened calf” (15:23)—a  
special occasion of celebration. Based on this story Jesus tells, what would you 
say are the marks of the kingdom of God? How do we see here that God  
welcomes those who seek and submit to his kingdom and extravagantly offers 
his love and forgiveness? How have you found that to be true in your own life? 
 
4. Can you more easily identify with the younger son or the older son in this 
story? How so? What is Jesus teaching us from each one of these characters 
about the kingdom of God? 
 
5. Revelation 19 describes our salvation as being invited to a wedding banquet. 
Given what we’ve learned about banquets, why is this a fitting description? 
  
How I can respond in faith today: Think about your spiritual journey, both the 
lows and the highs. Thank God for his grace, his presence and power at work 
around and within you, and his unconditional love that reaches and redeems 
us. Look for an opportunity this week to tell someone about the difference  
Jesus makes. 
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