
THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
JULY 26, 2026

11:00 am Traditional Service

THE CELEBRATION OF MORNING PRAYER

Access our service online!   
www.stmichaelschurch.net/members

(Please take this home for future reference)

S A I N T  M I C H A E L ’ S  C H U R C H
A N G L I C A N

C h a r l e s t o n ,  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a
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What’s Happening 
on Sunday and upcoming 
events:
8:00 am
Reflective Service (Church)
8:45 am - 12:15 pm
6 weeks - 23 months 
Noah’s Nursery
2 - 4 years Gospel Corner

9:00 am
Contemporary  (Church)
10:00 am
Sunday School for all will 
resume August 9th.

 11:00 am
Traditional Service with 
Organ and Choir  (Church)

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Check out the Summer 
Events Schedule in the back 
of the bulletin

Young Adults ,
Tonight,  6:30 pm, 
Summer Social,
Bay Street Biergarten
*Note: no meeting this Tuesday

Parent’s Night Out ,
Friday, August 7th, 
5:30-8:30 pm
RSVP by August 1st.
(see ad in back of the bulletin)

Blessing of the Backpacks
Sunday, August 9th at
9 and 11 am services.

Our Director of Music, 
Matthew Wilkinson is away 
on vacation, Laura Bell will be 
filling in for him today.

The Rector is away on 
vacation.

Today’s Sermon

Welcome home! We’re glad you’re here! 
•	 Giving? Use Venmo to give! @stmichaelschs
•	 Visiting?
•	 Have Needs?
•	 Get Involved?
•	 Use the QR code!
•	 Or, go to www.stmichaelschurch.net/pathways
•	 Or text The Rev. Greg Smith at 843-608-8833
•	 Want our weekly e-newsletter? Email publications@stmichaelschurch.net.
Name Tags Are Missional!  
One of the ways we can all be mission minded is to wear name tags!  Wearing name tags helps everyone, 
newcomers and those who have been around to feel more comfortable starting conversations and engaging 
relationships.  So please, as you come in, write your name on a name tag....even if it’s just for the sake of the 
other.  It’s one of the ways we love our neighbors as our ourselves (Matthew 22:39).

Prayer of Preparation for Worship: Do you come to worship with expectation that God will speak to you?  
If you’re here today enduring a difficult situation or circumstance this morning, ask Jesus to reveal His 
answers to you during worship.  This prayer is a great way to start: Dear Lord, as I anticipate this worship 
service, prepare my heart now!  Remove distractions, soften my heart and create in me a hunger for your Word.  
Today I especially ask you to help solve the following burden I came in with........Finally Lord, help me come ready to 
give of my heart, not just receive.  Make me a blessing to others in worship today. 

Welcome to St. Michael’s

Title: What Would You Ask For?
Preacher: The Rev. Aaron Schnupp

If you could have anything in the world, what would you ask for? While 
this is a hypothetical, ice-breaker style question for most people, in our 
passage today, we will see that God asks King Solomon this question with 
the promise that he will fulfill Solomon’s request. By looking at Solomon’s 
answer, we will consider what our hearts truly desire and what God wants 
for his people. 
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Service adapted from the 
Anglican Church of North America Prayer Book beginning on page 11.

Opening Voluntary          

Processional Hymn, standing   	        Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise Hymn 423

1. 	 Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
	 In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
	 Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
	 Almighty, victorious, thy great Name we praise.
 
2. 	 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
	 Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;
	 Thy justice like mountains high soaring above
	 Thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love.

3. 	 To all life thou givest, to both great and small;
	 In all life thou livest, the true life of all;
	 We blossom and flourish, like leaves on the tree,
	 Then wither and perish; but nought changeth thee.

4. 	 Thou reignest in glory, thou rulest in light,
	 Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
	 All laud we would render: O help us to see
       	 ‘Tis only the splendor of light hideth thee.

Officiant           Blessed be God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
People	             And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Officiant           Dearly beloved, the Scriptures teach us to acknowledge our 		
	 many sins and offenses, not concealing them from 		    	                	
	 our heavenly Father, but confessing them with humble and 
                	 obedient hearts that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite
	 goodness and mercy. We ought at all times humbly to 			 
	 acknowledge our sins before Almighty God, but especially 			
	 when we come together in his presence to give thanks for the great 	
	 benefits we have received at his hands, to declare his most worthy 		
	 praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on 		
	 behalf of others, those things which are necessary for our life 		
	 and our salvation. Therefore, kneeling, draw near with me to the 		
	 throne of heavenly grace. 

At this time please 
silence all cell phones 
and beepers.

The liturgy begins with the    
Acclamation, which is an 
“eager expression” of praise. 
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The Confession, kneeling
Officiant        Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.
(Reflect silently on those you have hurt and on those who have hurt you)
   		  Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed             

 	 from your ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the  		
	 devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against 	 	
	 your  holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought 	
	 to have done, and we have done those things which we ought not to 	
	 have done; and apart from your grace, there is no health in us.  O 		
	 Lord, have mercy upon us. Spare all those who confess their faults.  

     Restore all those who are penitent, according to your promises                	
     declared to all people in Christ Jesus our Lord.  And grant, O most      	
     merciful Father, for his sake, that we may now live a godly,     	    	
     righteous, and sober life, to the glory of your holy Name. Amen. 

The Absolution
Officiant 	 The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission 

of all your sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and 
consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Invitatory, standing
Officiant            O Lord, open our lips;
People	 And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Officiant            O God, make speed to save us;
People	 O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Officiant            Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
People		 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
	 world without end. Amen.
Officiant            Praise the Lord.
People		 The Lord’s name be praised.

In the Confession of Sin and 
Absolution, our sins, both 
individual and corporate are 
confessed, and we are reassured 
of God’s complete forgiveness     
through Jesus Christ. We begin 
with a cleansing admission and 
confession of sin followed by an 
authoritative pronouncement 
of God’s forgiveness in Christ 
Jesus, which allow us to 
move forward in the power of 
forgiveness.
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Song of Praise, standing 		                                    Open the Eyes of My Heart

The Lesson:  1 Kings 3:3-14, seated                                                             Bible, p. 282
After the Reading, the Reader says 
		  The Word of the Lord.
People		 Thanks be to God.
	 	  

The Scriptures teach that much 
of our spiritual renewal comes 
from hearing the Word of God, 
which cleanses our minds and 
purifies our hearts. 
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Psalm 119:121-136, standing, read responsively by whole verse,

121 I have done that which is lawful and right; O give me not over to my oppressors. 
122 Be surety for your servant’s good; O let not the arrogant oppress me.
123 My eyes have wasted away with looking for your salvation, 
          and for the word of your righteousness. 
124 O deal with your servant according to your loving mercy, 
          and teach me your statutes. 
125 I am your servant; O grant me understanding, that I may know your testimonies. 
126 It is time for you, O Lord, to act, for they have broken your law. 
127 For I love your commandments above all things, more than gold and precious stones. 
128 Therefore I hold all your commandments to be right, 
           and all false ways I utterly abhor.
129 Your testimonies are wonderful; therefore does my soul keep them. 
130 When your word goes forth it gives light and understanding to the simple.
131 I opened my mouth, and drew in my breath, 
           for my delight was in your commandments.
132 O look upon me, and be merciful unto me, as you always do 
          for those who love your Name.
133 Order my steps according to your word, 
          and so shall no wickedness have dominion over me.
134 O deliver me from those who deal wrongfully, and so shall
          I keep your commandments.
135 Show the light of your countenance upon your servant, and teach me your statutes. 
136 My eyes gush out water because of those who do not keep your law.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Children’s Message and Worship
Children’s Church will return August 9th.

Hymn, standing                                                   Not By the Wisdom of This World
Text: Christopher Hoyt, 2012 Tune: C.H.H. Parry, 1916; 

arr. Christopher Hoyt, 2012
1.  Not by the wisdom of this world, not by the warrior’s clashing arms,
     not by the great ones of the earth, our heav’nly Father’s kingdom comes,
     But by the foolishness of God, by weak ones who unceasing pray,
     “Thine is the pow’r,” their constant creed, their hymn“Non nobis, Domine.”

2.  Not in the firstborn nor the fair, not in the angels’ legion ranks,
    not in the tempest nor the flame which ravaged Horeb’s rugged flanks,
    But in the still, small voice of calm, in Jacob’s bested wrestling mate, 
    In Jesus Christ the crucified, the pow’r of God has been displayed.

3. Unto the one whose altar coal made sinful lips of prophet pure,
    Unto the one who to the blind, the leper, and the lame brought cure, 
    Unto the one whose wind and fire on frail apostles was out-poured,
    Unto the One in Three be praise as then, as now, as evermore. Amen.
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The Gospel, standing                                                                                              Bible, p. 819
Priest      The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ   
                according to Matthew 13:31-33,44-50
People	   Glory to you, Lord Christ.
After the Gospel, the Reader says
	               The Gospel of the Lord.
People	   Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon                	                                                                   What Would You Ask For?
                                                                                                      The Rev. Aaron Schnupp

Hymn, standing			          Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God Hymn 711

1. 	 Seek ye first the kingdom of God and its righteousness,
	 And all these things shall be added unto you;
	 Allelu, Alleluia!
	 Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Allelu, Alleluia!

2. 	 Ask, and it shall be given unto you, seek, and ye shall find,
	 Knock, and the door shall be opened unto you;
	 Allelu, Alleluia!
	 Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Allelu, Alleluia

Apostles’ Creed, standing
	
	 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
	 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
	 	 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
		  and born of the Virgin Mary.
	 	 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
	 	 He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
	 	 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
	 	 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
	 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
		  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
		  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Officiant           The Lord be with you.
People	 And with your spirit.
Officiant            Lord, have mercy upon us.
People	              Christ, have mercy upon us.
Officiant            Lord, have mercy upon us.
Officiant            Kneeling, let us pray.

The word Gospel comes from 
an old German word which 
means “Good News,” which is 
that God’s kingdom is available 
to everyone. We stand for the 
Gospel reading to show the 
importance we place on Jesus’ 
words and actions.  

The Apostles’ Creed: 
This is the basic and essential 
structure of the Christian faith.   
Every word is packed with 
meaning.  Once the Gospel is 
given this is the response made 
by the community who have 
chosen to trust the truth of what 
God has revealed about Himself 
through His Son in the power of 
His Holy Spirit.
       
Catholic simply means universal, 
not specifically the Roman 
Catholic Church.
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The Lord’s Prayer   
	                 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
                 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven
          	       Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
                 as we forgive those who trespass against us.
                 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
                 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
                 for ever and ever. Amen

The Suffrages, kneeling
Officiant 	 O Lord, show your mercy upon us;
People	 And grant us your salvation.
Officiant 	 O Lord, guide those who govern us;
People	 And lead us in the way of justice and truth.
Officiant 	 Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
People	 And let your people sing with joy.
Officiant 	 O Lord, save your people;
People	 And bless your inheritance.
Officiant 	 Give peace in our time, O Lord;
People	 And defend us by your mighty power.
Officiant 	 Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
People	 Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Officiant 	 Create in us clean hearts, O God;
People	 And take not your Holy Spirit from us.

Officiant	 Let us pray for the Church and for the world, 
	 praying, “hear our prayer.”

Prayers of the People, kneeling
Leader	 Heavenly Father, we thank you that you are eager to hear our prayers 

and to provide for your children. Grant all of us wisdom and skill in 
our respective vocations, that we may do everything for the glory of 
God. And by the power of the Holy Spirit, grant us grace to use our 
gifts in sacrificial service for the church and for the world. Lord, in 
your mercy:

People 	 Hear our prayer.

Leader 	 Merciful Father, We lift up to you those trapped or injured in the 
devastating Earthquake in Venezuela. Surround the grieving, 
comfort and protect the families and strengthen the rescuers who 
are working desperately to relieve those in need. Bring to the people 
your Divine presence in this time of severe need. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Lord, in your mercy:

People 	 Hear our prayer.

Leader	 For  the Anglican Church in North America, for Steve, our 
Archbishop, for Julian, Dean of the Province and  Chip, our Bishop, 
and for all the people of our Diocese, including the clergy, staff, 
vestry and congregation of St. Michael’s Church.   

                          Lord, in your mercy:
People 	 Hear our prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer: like the 
Creed this prayer given to us by 
our Lord is designed to “cover 
all the bases”.  It is the basic and 
essential structure of a complete 
prayer life.

About The Suffrages:                
The word “suffrage” is another 
word for “petition” or “an 
asking.”  It comes from the Latin 
word from which we get the 
word “to vote.”  Each suffrage is 
based on different words from 
the Scriptures Pss 85, 20, 132, 
28, 122,  51, respectively.  Again, 
notice that the vast majority 
of everything we say from the 
Prayer Book is composed of 
phrases that are taken directly 
out of the Bible.
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Leader 	 For all those who proclaim the Gospel at home and abroad; 
especially for all who teach and disciple others, especially for our 
Sunday School teachers and small group leaders. 

	 Lord, in your mercy:
People 	 Hear our prayer.

Leader 	 For our brothers and sisters in Christ who are persecuted for their 
faith. Lord, in your mercy:

People 	 Hear our prayer.

Leader 	 For our nation, for those in authority, and for all in public service, 
especially Donald, our President, Henry, our Governor, and 
William, our Mayor, and for all who serve in law enforcement, as 
well as all first responders, firefighters and our armed forces, that 
we would be one nation under God. Lord, in your mercy: 

People	 Hear our prayer.

Leader 	 For all those who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any 
other adversity, especially for George Thompson and Bill Johnson. 
We, also, pray for all who have departed this life in the certain hope 
of the resurrection.  Lord, in your mercy:

People 	 Hear our prayer.

Leader 	 Heavenly Father, grant these our prayers for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

People  	 Amen.

The General Thanksgiving, standing

All:            	   Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants 		
                      give you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

	 to us and to all whom you have made.  We bless you for our 		                 	
	 creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but 

	 above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the 		                	
	 world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the 
             hope of glory.  And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your 		
	 mercies that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your 
	 praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up 		                 	
	 ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in 

holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our 	
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 	
throughout all ages. Amen
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The Peace is a particularly      
good  time to welcome visitors 
and newcomers.  Please take a 
moment to extend God’s  peace 
to those around you. That peace, 
which the world cannot give, 
comes only through the forgiving 
of Jesus Christ. This peace is 
not rooted in our circumstances 
but in the    presence, promise, 
and power of God and Christ’s 
redeeming work.

Song, standing		  The Goodness of Jesus

The Peace, standing
Officiant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People		 And with your spirit.
Then the Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord.  

Welcome & Announcements, seated
•	 Visiting? Giving? Questions or prayer requests? 
•	 Text Aaron Schnupp at 843-327-6261 or visit stmichaelschurch.net/pathways
•	 Use Venmo to give! @St_Michaels_Charleston

Prayers for those with Birthdays and Wedding Anniversaries in July

Prayer of Blessing, sung by choir                                     Dmitri Bortniansky (1751-1825)
God grant you many years, God grant you many years, God grant you many, many years. 
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Offertory Anthem	                                                             Jesus Priceless Treasure
Text: Johann Franck, 1650;

tr. J.W. Wotherspoon, Catherine Winkworth, alt.
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1653; arr. J.S. Bach, 1723

Jesus, priceless treasure, fount of purest pleasure, Truest friend to me! Ah, how long in 
anguish, shall my spirit languish, yearning, Lord for thee? Thine I am, O spotless Lamb! 
I will suffer naught to hide thee, ask for naught beside thee. In thine arms I rest me; foes 
who would molest me cannot reach me here. Though the earth be shaking, every heart be 
quaking, Jesus calms my fear. Lightnings flash and thunders crash; Yet, though sin and 
hell assail me, Jesus will not fail me. Hence, all earthly treasure! Jesus is my pleasure, 
Jesus is my choice. Hence, all empty glory! Naught to me thy story told with tempting 
voice. Want or loss, or shame or cross, shall not from my Savior move me, since he deigns 
to love me. Flee, dark clouds that lower, for my joy-bestower, Jesus, enters in! Those who 
love the Father, though the storms may gather, still have peace within. Yea, whate’er I 
here must bear, Thou art still my purest pleasure, Jesus, priceless treasure!

Doxology 		                                                                                   Old 100th
	 	 Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
                          Praise Him all creatures here below;
                          Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts;
                          Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen	

The Blessing
Officiant 	 The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 

hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain 
with you always. Amen.

Link to Venmo!

The Doxology swells up out 
of our gratitude to God for 
his goodness to us.  The word 
“doxology” literally means 
“glory saying,” and so in this 
song we give God glory for his 
triune nature and as the author 
of all blessings.

We have been blessed by being 
here. Now, at the end of the 
service, we are reminded that 
God takes loving delight in 
blessing us abundantly. We 
leave in peace, forgiven, fed, 
and sent out with a purpose 
to make Christ known in the 
world.
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Song	                                                            God of Grace and God of Glory Hymn 594

1. 	God of grace and God of glory,
	    On thy people pour thy power;
	    Crown thine ancient Church’s story;
	    Bring her bud to glorious flower.
	    Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
    	For the facing of this hour, for the facing of this hour.

3. 	Cure thy children’s warring madness,
	    Bend our pride to thy control;
    	Shame our wanton, selfish gladness,
	    Rich in things and poor in soul.
	   Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
   	Lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal, lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal.

4. 	Save us from weak resignation
	   To the evils we deplore;
	   Let the gift of thy salvation
	   Be our glory evermore.
	   Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
    Serving thee whom we adore, serving thee whom we adore.

The Dismissal
Deacon     Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world to transform hearts
People     through Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Closing Voluntary 	                                    	
Personal prayer with St. Michael’s prayer ministers is available after the service in the Prayer 
Pews in the North & South Aisle, located in the front corners, to the left and right of the altar

Join us for coffee and treats in the Kinloch Room after the service and stop by the 
Lemonade for Missions stand on your way!

		

As the service  ends,    
we are charged to “go forth,” a 
challenge to reach out beyond 
our own church to the world 
around us. 

Tour of the Church
Meet our tour guide by the
pulpit in the center aisle 
after the service for a 
complimentary tour of 
the church!
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FALL ALPHA
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PARENT’S NIGHT OUT

                  RSVP by August 1st

                Scan QR Code to RSVP
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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Assisted Listening Devices
We have installed Listen Everywhere Cloud Service. It is 
easy.  Just borrow one of our listening devices with 
earphones or download the app on your own cellphone to 
use your personal earphones/earbuds (Bluetooth/Telecoil 
Compatible with Hearing Aids and Cochlear Implants). To 
get started,  just tell any usher that you would like to use 
our Listening Capability and they will get you connected.

Sunday Parking Options
  1.  Street parking is free on Sunday. Spaces on Broad and     	
      Meeting Street marked with blue bags and orange cones 	
      are reserved for parishioners with physical mobility
      issues or small children. If you are a member with one 
      of these issues, you can move the orange cone to park in   	
      that spot.

  2. Park at 85 Queen Street Garage (the one by the County 	
      Courthouse). Take ticket upon arrival. When leaving, drive   	
      to the gate and press button for assistance.  Inform   	
      person that answers that you were at St. Michael’s 	
      church and gate will be lifted.   Parking is free until 1 pm.

  3. Park at 91 Queen Street Garage. Use this barcode for 3     	
      hours free parking on Sundays.


