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The title of this study is “A Christian Worldview of the Iranian War.” In seeking to
present this, the most important concern is: What is God doing in and through the Iranian War?
To do this, we will look, first, at 2 preliminary statements. Then “stepping back,” we will take an
“overall view” of the “world” looking at Biblical Cosmology, Common Grace Institutions, and
Islam. Following this, we will “focus in on” the Iranian governmental regime to, then, seek to
discern what God is doing and possible prophetic developments from the “war.”

2 Preliminary Statements
In this regard, two preliminary statements need to be made:

(1) It is “A Christian Worldview”

The fact is that there are different “views” and understandings of the “world” among
Christians. All Christians interpret the “world,” and specifically the word of God, through their
“filter” of theological principles of interpretation (hermeneutics), and these principles of
interpretation “control” their interpretation of Scripture. Where these principles of interpretation
differ, they will have different “views” of the world.

“The Christian Worldview” is that which conforms to the Scriptures, the written word of
God, that reveals the truth of the mind, will and ways of God, This is made known by the Spirit
of God Who gives understanding of the truth of the Scriptures to the minds and hearts of human
beings. Jesus stated this, praying to the Father, “Your word is truth” (John 17:7) and telling His
disciples, “The Holy Spirit will teach you all things” and “will guide you into all truth” (John
14:26; 16:13). To the degree that this study teaches the truth of what God has revealed in His
holy word about Himself, His will and His ways is “the Christian worldview.”

(2) We will seek to understand “the Iranian War”
Because of the nature of “the Iranian war,” there are two areas of intense interest and
concern that this study will, in one way or another, inevitably touch on:
(a) Political Perspectives
The “Iranian War” is being executed on the human level through human governments,
and because of this, touches on differing political perspectives and loyalties. A great temptation
is to interpret the world and “the Iranian war” according to one’s political views. The Lord Jesus
distinguished between the “kingdoms of man,” or human governments, and the kingdom of God
saying, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar s and to God the things that are of God's”
(Matt. 22:21). Throughout Scripture, we see God sovereignly acting through different human
governments to accomplish His kingdom purposes as both God and humans act through the one
event. For this reason, we need to seek to understand what the Bible reveals about what God is
doing through human government, regardless of the political perspective (Gen. 45:5, 7; 50:20).
(b) Prophecy
A question that quickly arises is, “How does the Iranian war fit into Biblical prophecy?”
Great caution needs to be taken in this regard, for history is littered with prophetic predictions



that have proven to be inaccurate and false. For example, in 1970 the popular book, “7The Late
Great Planet Earth” predicted, on the basis of the author’s theological principles of
interpretation, that Jesus would return in the 1988, which, if you are not aware, did not happen.
While, undoubtedly, “the Iranian war” is “a piece of the puzzle of God’s prophetic program,”
understanding where it “fits into prophecy” needs to be addressed with caution.

Biblical Cosmology

To understand the “specific” of “the Iranian war” taking place at this time in history, we
need to begin by “stepping back™ to see and understand the “big picture” of the overall
perspective of Biblical Cosmology and the nature of the universe. This is necessary to understand
what God is doing in the “Iranian war’

“Cosmology” is the study of the universe, its origin, development, structure and nature.
The prefix “cosmo” comes from the Greek word “cosmos” which basically means “the order of
the world” or “the structure of the universe,” and “ology,” from “logos,” meaning “the study of.”

The Christian worldview always begins with the Living God, God Almighty Who
eternally exists in the three Persons of the Trintiy, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy
Spirit. He is the Creator of all things, visible and invisible.

- Genesis 1:1 = In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth

- Colossians 1:16 = For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible.

His “kingdom,” meaning His sovereign rule, governs all things in the universe.

- Psalm 103:19 = The LORD has established his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rules
over all.

He is providently ruling over and guiding all things according to His will to His ultimate and
ordained destination.

- Isaiah 46:9-10 = Remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no other, I am
God, and there is none like me, ' declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times
things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose,’

- Romans 11:36 = For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory
forever. Amen.

- Ephesians 1:11 = having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all
things according to the counsel of his will.

The Scripture reveals “the Iranian war” is taking place under the sovereign rule and will of God.

The Bible reveals that in the “fabric” of the universe two distinct realms exist in actual
linear time-space dimensions - the visible “earthly realm” and invisible “heavenly” or “spiritual
realm.” Generally speaking, God and angelic beings of one kind or another dwell in the
heavenly/spiritual realm and human beings dwell in the earthly realm (Ps. 115:16). The Biblical
worldview is clearly affirmed in the liturgy of Holy Communion the Anglican Church in which
we declare in our worship of God, “Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name: ‘Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts, heaven and earth are full of Your
glory.”” Also, the name of this church is “St. Michael’s,” the name of one of the holy Archangels
(Dan. 10:13; Jude 9). These two realms interface and interact with each other, with the earthly
realm not only influenced and energized by the spiritual realm but ultimately ruled by it. A
“Christian” worldview is incomplete if one merely looks at the events on earth, and specifically



“the Iranian war,” from a purely visible, “earthly,” “humanistic,” or worse “materialistic” view of
the world that excludes the invisible spiritual/heavenly realm.

The Scriptures reveal that at a certain time in history, the angelic being whose name in
Hebrew is “Helel,” meaning “shining one” (Isa. 14:12; 2 Cor. 11:14), who is most often called
“Lucifer,” and who was the “anointed cherub,” (Ezek. 28:14), led 1/3 of the angelic hosts in
rebellion against God (Rev. 12:4). At that time, he became “Satan,” “the adversary” of God, and
established his “kingdom’ rule. From that time there has been spiritual war in the universe
between God and His enemies. Because of this, the Scripture reveals that “the LORD is a
warrior” (Ex.15:3) and that “The LORD goes out like a mighty man, like a man of war he stirs
up his zeal; he cries out, he shouts aloud, he shows himself mighty against his foes” (Isa, 42:13).
For this reason, the warfare prayer in Scripture is: “Arise, O LORD, and let Your enemies be
scattered, and let those who hate You flee before you” (Num 10:35; Ps. 68:1).

The Bible reveals that after God created Adam and Eve in His image and gave them rule
and dominion over the earth (Gen. 1:26-27), Satan led Adam to sin and rebel against God, and
spiritual rule over the human race and the earth was “delivered” to Satan who then became the
spiritual “ruler” and “god of this world” (John 14:30; 2 Cor. 4:4; 1 John 5:19). This is clearly
stated by Satan and affirmed by the Lord Jesus Christ when Satan tempted Him.

- Luke 4:5-7 = And the devil took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a
moment of time, ® and said to him, “To you I will give all this authority and their glory, for it has
been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will. 7 If you, then, will worship me, it will all be
yours.

The Lord Jesus recognized this as an actual temptation based on the reality of Satan’s claims.

While God sovereignly rules over all things, at this time history there are ultimately two
kingdoms existing in the spiritual and earthly realms: “the kingdom of God,” in which God’s will
is being done (Matt. 6:10), and the “kingdom of Satan” in which his will is being done (Matt.
12:26) as it is executed through fallen angelic beings and in human beings under his rule.

- Ephesians 2:2 = in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience.

- Ephesians 6:12 = For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against
the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces
of evil in the heavenly places.

These two kingdoms are at war for rule on earth and the allegiance of human beings. The
purpose of God is that He will ultimately bring forth and establish His kingdom rule through His
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:10; Phil. 2:9-10). Because of this, what God sovereignly does
in and through the nations on earth is ultimately for the advancement of the kingdom rule of the
Lord Jesus Christ to go to all the nations (Ps. 2:4-8; 110:1; Heb. 2:8).

The Bible reveals that after the worldwide flood of Noah and at the time of the building
of “the Tower of Babel” when the human race was uniting in rebellion against God (Gen. 11:1-
9), in the wisdom of God and according to His sovereign purpose for the nations, God executed
His righteous judgment upon the human race in two ways:

(a) He caused the language of humans to be “confused” so that the human race was
separated into various “fribes,” “nations” and “peoples” according to their languages. As a result,
the “nations” spread throughout the earth according to their languages in their “/ands” (Gen.
10:5, 20, 31; Deut. 2:5, 9) as God sovereignly determined their “borders” (Acts 17:26).

(b) Because humans rebelled against the kingdom rule of God to worship and obey Him,
He executed judgment against the nations by turning them over to the spiritual rule of Satanic




angelic beings. These spiritual beings are identified as “sons of God,” meaning “rulers and
authorities” (Job 1:6; 2:1; Eph. 3:10)

- Deuteronomy 32:8 =When the Most High gave to the nations their inheritance, when he
divided mankind, he fixed the borders of the peoples according to the number of the sons of God.
These Satanic spirits, who are “demons,” are the invisible “gods” of the nations whom they
worship (Deut. 12:12, 30; Deut. 32:17; 2 Sam. 7:23; Ps. 82:1, 6; 1 Cor. 10:20).

These Satanic spiritual beings ruling over the nations seek to influence and manifest their
rule and authority on the earth by working in and through human beings and human institutions
that are under their regional and territorial jurisdiction. This dimension of the invisible, spiritual
reality of the universe is explicitly revealed in Daniel 10 by the holy angel sent by God in answer
to Daniel’s prayer who was living in the land of Persia.

- Daniel 10:12-13, 20 = Then he said to me, “Fear not, Daniel, for from the first day that you set
your heart to understand and humbled yourself before your God, your words have been heard,
and I have come because of your words. 1> The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me
twenty-one days, but Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I was left there with
the kings of Persia...Do you know why I have come to you? But now I will return to fight against
the prince of Persia, and when I go out, behold, the prince of Greece will come.

While “Michael” is “one of the chief princes,” meaning one of the holy Archangels of God, the
“Prince of Persia” and the “Prince of Greece” - “prince” meaning “principal authority over that
land” - and the other “kings” are Satanic “rulers and authorities” (Eph 6:12).

Today, the land of “Persia” is Iran, and over this land there are Satanic ruling spirits who
are enemies of God working in humans and human institutions to manifest the kingdom rule of
Satan. One cannot understand the “Iranian war” apart from this Biblical cosmology.

Common Grace Institutions

In His holy wisdom, God ordained what can be identified as “Common Grace
Institutions™ so that through them His gracious blessings might be given to all people and all the
nations of the earth. Two primary “Common Grace” institutions are:

(a) Religion

A “Religion” is a system of beliefs, practices and ethics based on a worldview concerning
the spiritual realm. While today many make a distinction between “religion” and “relationship,”
the Bible speaks of “religion that is pure and undefiled” (James 1:29). True “religion” is
according to the will of God that was originally written on the human heart (Rom. 2:15) and has
been revealed in God’s written word, the holy Scriptures.

(b) Human Government

God established human government at the beginning of the human race for the ordering
of the lives of people for their welfare.
- Genesis 1:26 = Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let
them have dominion...”
- Romans 13:1 = Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no
authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.

Due to the fall of the human race into sin and rebellion against God and the kingdom rule
of Satan in the human heart, these two institutions have been continuously infiltrated, corrupted.



and “possessed” through the course of history so that they do the will of Satan and manifest his
kingdom rule. To the degree these institutions function according to the moral law of God in the
image of God written on the human heart they will benefit those under their rule (Rom. 2:15;
13:4). But to the degree that they are influenced, empowered and conformed to Satanic spirits
and manifest the kingdom rule of Satan, they will bring evil, oppression, and death to humans.

Islam

At this time in history, one of the primary manifestations of the Satanic kingdom rule in
religion and human government is Islam. While Islam is often simply identified as a “religion,” it
is vital to understand that “Islam” is an ideological theocracy that is composed of both “religion”
and “human government.” And while in the Westen worldview there is virtually a complete
“separation” between “church/religion” and “‘state/government,” there is no such “separation” in
Islam. Therefore, it is more accurate to speak of “Islam,” and not merely “the religion of Islam,”
because Islam is composed of both “religion” and “human government.”

Islam originated through Muhammad in 622 A.D. The word “Islam” means “submission
to the will of Allah,” “Allah” being the Arabic word meaning “god,” and “Allah” being the god
of Islam. A follower of Islam is called a “Muslim,” meaning “one who submits to Allah.” One
becomes a Muslim by confession of the creed of Islam, “There is no god but Allah, and
Muhammad is his prophet.” While many things can be stated about Islam and its practices,
overall, there are 8 things that are relevant to “the Iranian war.”

(1) There are 3 Sources of Authority in Islam

(1) The Qur’an
Meaning “the thing that is recited,” the Qu’ran is believed to be the written revelation of Allah
containing the literal words of Allah. These words are believed to have been revealed to
Muhammad through the angel Gabriel. It is the highest authority in Islam.

(2) The Hadith
Meaning “report, sayings, or traditions,” they are believed to record what Muhammed said, did,
or approved of, and are the basis of moral guidance and Islamic law called “Sharia.”

(3) The Sunnah
Meaning “‘established custom or practice,” it is about the life of Muhammed, who is considered
to be the perfect model of what it means to be a Muslim and how Muslims are to live in
submission to the will of Allah.

Just as among “Christians,” there are “true believers,” who believe the Bible is the
written word of God and seek to live “under” the authority of Scripture, and “liberals,” who are
merely “cultural Christians” and not devoted to live in obedience to the commandments of God,
so also with Islam. While there are many “liberal/cultural” Muslims, there are millions of “true
believers” who seek to live under and according to the above authorities of Islam. These are
consistently labelled as “radical” or “extremist” and alleged to have “highjacked” or diverted
from “true” Islam. To the contrary, these Muslims are “true believers” are living and acting
according to the authorities of Islam, just as Muslims have done through the centuries from the
time of Muhammad. It is not only an error but a lie and deception to “brand” them “radical” or
“extremist” and claim, contrary to their own confession, that they don’t represent Islam.

(2) Islam is a theocracy



“Theocracy” means “the rule of God” in every area of one’s life. As stated, in Islam there
is no such thing as Western world idea of “the separation of religion/church and
state/government.” Being a theocracy, Islam is the union of “religion” and “government.”

Regarding its most basic theological beliefs, Islam is fundamentally antichristian (1 John
2:18). It is the only “religion” in the world that expressly states its opposition to the most
essential Christian doctrines. The greatest sin in Islam is called “Shirk,” which is to believe that
Allah has “partners,” meaning believing in the Trinity, and that Allah has “a son,” meaning
believing Jesus is the Son of God. Islam absolutely denies that Jesus died on the cross, and thus,
the forgiveness of sins in Christ, and His resurrection from the dead. These are irreconcilable
differences. Those who say Christians and Muslims worship “the same God” are either
completely deceived or total liars for in its most basic beliefs it is totally opposed to Christianity
(1 John 2:22; 4:1-6).

Islam can be understood as

(a) A “Hegemony”
Coming from the Greek word meaning “the supreme rule of the leader,” it is a total religious,
political/governmental, military, and economic rule of virtually every area of life.

(b) “Imperialism”
Coming from the Latin word “imperium,” it is “supreme power to rule” through the expansion
and maintenance of its power. The rule of Islam is accomplished through both military and
economic “hard power” and diplomatic and cultural “soft power.”

(c) “Empire Building,”
This is the total rule of the Emperor, Allah.

(3) Islam is administered according to “Shariah,” which is Islamic Law

Based on the primary authoritative sources which are believed to record the habits,
sayings, and actions of Muhammad, Shariah regulates virtually every area of life. Shariah is
totally opposed to any other form of government, especially both “republican” and “democratic”
forms of government whereby people have freedom to make their laws. Because Allah is
believed to be the only god and has given Shariah law, to choose another form of government or
any other kind of law is to sin against Allah.

(4) The ultimate purpose of Islam is submission to the will of Allah

The word “Islam” is derived from the Arabic root word “salama’ which means “peace.”
While Islam is frequently stated to be “a religion of peace,” the full meaning and connotation of
the word “Islam” is “the bringing about peace on the earth by submitting to the will and rule of
Allah.”

It is because the Islamic concept of “peace” is to bring “peace” through submission to the
will of Allah as expressed in Shariah law, Islam divides the world into two spiritual/political
categories:

(a) The “House of Islam”

The “House of Islam” is the “house of peace.” It is composed of the peoples, nations and
their territories/lands that have submitted to the will of Allah, called “the Ummah.” While a
“code” word for Islam and Muslims is “Arab,” Islam is composed of ethnic people and nations
from all over the world. For example, the rulers of the Ottoman Caliphate (1517-1924) were
Turkish.

(b) The “House of War”



The “House of War” is composed of those individuals and peoples who are unbelievers,
called “kafers,” and nations and territories/lands that have not submitted to the will of Allah.
Thus, there is no peace for them because, in its very nature, Islam is, literally, at war against
them.

An understanding of “the Iranian war” is incomplete, or worse, completely misinterpreted
if one does not understand that, from its inception, Islam has been at war against all those who
are not Muslim and all nations and territories not submitted to Shariah. Because of this, from its
beginning, the primary way of Islam has advanced has been through wars of conquest.

(5) Jihad

“Jihad” comes from the Arabic word that literally means “to strive or struggle.” The
historic, traditional translation, meaning, and connotation of the word “Jihad” is “to
struggle/strive in holy war,” or simply “holy war.” Of the100 sayings in which Muhammad
speaks of “Jihad,” all but one means “holy war.” This is why “the sword” is a principal symbol
of Islam, and why the flags of Saudi Arabia and Iran depict swords.

Jihad is regarded as the highest duty and a meritorious act of Muslims (Sura 2:191; 8.12;
9:19-20, 73). Muhammad declared that to die waging “Jihad” against “unbelievers” is the one
assurance of going to “Paradise.” From the very beginning of Islam and through the centuries,
the primary way Islam expanded has been through warfare and military conquest. This is evident
from the record of history that within 110 years from its inception with Muhammad in 622 to
732, Islam conquered almost three fourths of the territory of “the Christian world.”

(6) The Caliphate

“Caliphate” is the “rule of the Caliph,” the Arabic word meaning “the successor of
Muhammad as the supreme ruler of Muslim people, the Ummah.” From the time of the death
Muhammad in 632, there have been successions of Caliphates, and at various times even two or
three self-declared “Caliphates,” until the Caliphate came to an end in 1924. With the “revival”
of Islam, there has been the increasing desire and call throughout the Muslim world for the
reestablishment of the Caliphate.

(7) The basic ethical principle of Islam is: Do whatever promotes the purpose of
Islam

The purpose of Islam is the submission of the whole earth to the rule of Allah. “Peace,”
by definition, means the non-Muslim world, defined as “the House of War,” has been brought to
submission to Allah according to the rule of Shariah. “Jihad” or holy war is the means to that
goal and one of the highest duties and greatest good to a Muslim because it promotes the
advancement of Islam. This can be illustrated by two ethical principles of how Muslims relate to
unbelievers in order to promote Islam.

(a) Taqiyya

"Taqiyya” means “concealing or disguising one's beliefs, convictions, ideas, feelings,
opinions, and/or strategies at a time of perceived threat or eminent danger to save oneself from
physical and/or mental injury." The application of this ethical principle is lying, deceiving and, if
necessary, pretending to not be a Muslim to protect the reputation of Islam and advance Islam.
Hiding one's beliefs and intentions has been a strategy of Islam since the time and example of
Muhammad and is acknowledged to be valid ethical principle by Muslims of virtually all
persuasions. “Taqiyya” means that a Muslim can lie about being a Muslim, deceive his intentions



as a Muslim which is jihad, and mislead about anything so he can work to undermine and destroy
the non-Muslim people and their nation to advance Islam.
(b) Hudna

“Hudna” means “truce,” “armistice,” or “an agreement of a cease fire.” It is the ethical
principle that when Muslims are militarily weak, they will make “peace treaties,” for not more
than 10 years, so that they can gain strength to then attack the non-Muslims and to conquer them.

“Hudna” comes from the example of Muhammad when, in 628 A.D., he was given a
revelation from Allah to attack Mecca, take it, and worship there. Upon approaching the city
with about 1,400 men, an army of about 10,000 men of the Quraysh tribe who ruled in Mecca
approached him from the city. Seeing that he was too weak militarily and would easily be
defeated, Muhammad made a “truce of peace” for a period of ten years and withdrew. When
questioned about the revelation, he was given another revelation from Allah that, instead of this
being a defeat, the “peace agreement” was a means to victory and would lead to great booty. In
the following years, as the Muslims raided caravans and villages, acquiring greater booty and
slaves, more people joined the Muslims. Then, when Muhammad gained enough followers and
military power, he broke his truce, attacked Mecca, and took control of the city making it
Muslim ruled from that time in history.

These two ethical principles of Islam have and, undoubtedly, will continue to characterize
the Iranian government actions and motivations in the “Iranian war.”
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(8) The Mahdi

“Mahdi” comes from the Arabic word meaning “The Divinely Guided One.” In Islamic
eschatology, which is the theology about future prophetic events, the “Mahdi” is believed to be
the coming “Messianic” Leader, Deliverer, and Savior of the world. While there are various
views among Muslims about the “Mahdi,” all believe that the “Mahdi” will come at “the end of
time.”

The belief in the future coming of the “Mahdi” is based on a Hadith of Muhammad about
the coming of a “just ruler.” Being one of his last sayings, it carries great theological “weight.” It
is believed that the “Mahdi” will restore the “true religion” of Islam, fill the earth with “justice”
and universal harmony, and lead a global revolution to seek revenge for previous “injustices.” He
will claim to be “the closest one” to the prophets of God, representing and carrying the message
of the prophets Adam, Abraham, Moses, Jesus/Isa. He will claim to be the true interpreter and
fulfillment of what Moses taught Jews and Jesus taught Christians in order to unite all to himself
so that Islam can rule the world. In accordance with the principles of Islam, He will exercise his
rule by killing all who do not submit to Allah. His arrival will be the beginning of a golden age
lasting seven, eight, or nine years before the end of the world and the Day of Judgment.

The Iranian Governmental Regime

Similar to Christianity in which all professing Christians believe in the Ecumenical
Creeds, such as “The Apostle’s Creed,” yet there are major “branches” with distinct differences
between the Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, and Protestant Churches, as well as various
“denominations” in these branches, so also in Islam there are major “branches” with various
“denominations” in those branches. The two major branches that developed through the history
of Islam are “Sunni,” composed of around 80-85% of Muslims, and “Shia,” composed of about
18-12%. While they have the same foundational beliefs, among them being the 8 previously



stated, and the same required basic practices, there are varying degrees of differences between
them. Because the focus of this study is on Iran, we will only look at three key beliefs of the
present leadership “regime” of the government in Iran that came to power in 1979 which is
“Shia.”

(1) The foremost difference between the Sunni and Shia is in their understanding of
authority and who was to be the rightful successor or Caliph after Muhammad died in 632.

While the Sunni believe that the rightful Caliph was and is to be elected, the Shia believe
legitimate authority was to come through the family line of Muhammad through his daughter
Fatima and son-in-law Ali, the husband of Fatima. The name “Shia” is derived from the Arabic
designation “party of Ali.”

So great were these differences among Muslims that between 656 and 692 there were two
civil wars, and these “parties” eventually “solidified” into the Sunni and Shia branches of Islam.
Critical events during this time were the assassination of the third Caliph, Uthman, in 656, with
Ali becoming the fourth Caliph and then being assassinated in 661, and the death of Husayn ibn
Ali, the grandson of Muhammad, at the Battle of Karbala (Iraq) in 680. While Husayn ibn Ali is
honored by both Sunni and Shia, for example, naming a son “Hussain,” his death is so significant
in the history of the Shia that it is commemorated in an annual ritual event called “Ashura” to
remember him as a martyr and mourn his death as a sacrifice in the “struggle” against tranny and
injustice. He is believed to be the foremost example religious devotion and resistance against
oppression, and, as such, this forms Shia identity and their willingness to die as martyrs for their
faith. It is important to understand this foundational belief and willingness to die as a “martyr” in
regard to the “Iranian war” and the Shia leadership of the nation.

(2) While both Sunni and Shia have leaders identified as an “Imam,” they define
their roles and authority differently.

Sunnis define their “Imams” as a prayer leader of a mosque who gives guidance to the
community, and anyone, having studied the basic teachings of Islam, can become an Imam. Shia
define their “Imams” as a man chosen by God, who descended from the family line of
Muhammad through Ali, was a sinless, perfect example, and has absolute, infallible authority.

Among Shia, there are different “denominations” based on how many “Imams” are
recognized, some recognizing five, others seven, and the majority twelve, who are called
“Twelvers.” The twelve began with Ali, the third was Husayn ibn Ali, and the twelfth is
Muhammad al Mahdi who was born in 868. Because Shia believe that their Imam must be living,
they believe that, to avoid assassination, Muhammad al Mahid went into hiding in 874 and is
presently living somewhere on earth. He is believed to be “the Mahdi” who will reappear at the
“the end of time” to establish Islam on the earth. The leadership regime in Iran is “Twelver,” and
it is understood that a primary purpose of the Iranian government is to prepare the way for his
reappearance.

(3) An essential aspect of Twelver eschatology (end-time prophecy) is that prior to
the reappearance of the Mahdi there will be moral decay, false teaching, conflict and civil
war among Muslims, global turmoil and chaos, and finally an apocalyptic war at “the end
of time,” and the way must be prepared for his reappearance by removing the obstacles for
the Mahdi’s reappearance.
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Primary examples of this are that when Ayatollah Khomeini became the “Supreme
Leader” of the Iranian government in 1979, traditional Shia moral law was instituted and strictly
enforced with women being required to wear the head covering symbolizing their submission.
Then, also, the stated core mission of the Iranian government, and specifically the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) military branch, in distinction to the [ranian army, is to
prepare the way for the Mahdi through promoting chaos, terrorism and military engagements in
order to bring about the final apocalyptic war and victory of the Mahdi. For this reason, they
devote their resources to the development of weapons of warfare such as missiles and promote
terrorism. Essential to this is the belief in their “right” coming from Allah to make atomic
weapons. Their intention is to create chaos and destroy the obstacles to their mission, the
foremost being the United States, “the great Satan,” and Israel, “the little Satan,” as well as other
Sunni Muslims and nations such as Saudi Arabia. Accordingly, they have chanted in gatherings
and at the beginning of every school day, “Death to America, Death to Israel.” One cannot
understand “the Iranian War” apart from this “religious/political” mission and motivation of
Twelvers who exercise the authority of governmental leadership in Iran.

What is God Doing?

In presenting “A Christian Worldview of the Iranian War,” the critical question is “What
is God doing?” The answer to this question is to “view” the war through the revelation of God in
His word which records God’s will and ways with the nations of the earth. This includes an
understanding of the spiritual forces that empower the governments and nations of the earth, the
LORD’s declarations about His enemies, and what He has revealed about His purposes for them.

(1) First and foremost, the Scriptures reveal that the LORD is “on the throne of the
universe.”

The LORD is sovereignly overruling and providentially guiding all things according to
“the counsel of His will” (Eph.1:11) in executing His righteous judgments concerning the
nations.
- Psalm 9:4-8 = You have sat on the throne, giving righteous judgment. > You have rebuked the
nations; you have made the wicked perish; you have blotted out their name forever and ever.
The enemy came to an end in everlasting ruins, their cities you rooted out; the very memory of
them has perished. ” But the LORD sits enthroned forever; he has established his throne for
Jjustice, ® and he judges the world with righteousness; he judges the peoples with uprightness.

Perhaps the foremost revelation of this is in the Book of Revelation which, beginning in
chapter four, prophetically reveals the “unfolding” of God’s judgments in the earth with God
“seated on the throne” of the universe (Rev. 4:2; see also Isa. 6:1).

(2) The LORD raises up and destroys kingdoms, empires, and nations as He wills.

Scripture reveals that God sovereignly raises up and destroys human governments,
nations, kingdoms, and empires according to His righteous judgment in His ordained time. This
is made known from the first book of Scripture, the Book of Genesis, to the last book of the
Bible, the Book of Revelation, and especially in the prophets of the Old Testament through
whom God declared His judgments to raise up and destroy nations, kingdoms, and empires. A
vivid example of this is in the Book of Daniel that foretells the rise and destruction of
kingdoms/empires on the earth that are symbolized in hyrid “beasts,” and culminates with the
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rise of “the Antichrist” and the Second Coming of Christ in His eternal kingdom (Dan. 2; 7-12).
The overall theme of Daniel is stated in chapter 4.
- Daniel 4:17 = The sentence is by the decree of the watchers, the decision by the word of the
holy ones [the divine counsel], fo the end that the living may know that the Most High rules the
kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will.
This is expressly stated by the Apostle Paul in Romans 13:1.
- Romans 13:1 = Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no
authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.

This means that God, according to His holy wisdom and purposes, raised up the present
Iranian government for His sovereign purposes on the earth, and that, in His time, and according
to His way, He will bring it to an end.

(3) God Himself “views” the evil, sinful actions, not only of individuals, but of
nations, as sin against Him and will execute His judgment against them.

This Biblical understanding of sin is that it is Personally “against” God Himself. As
Romans 8:7 summarizes the power of sin in human nature, it “is hostile toward God.” This
reality of sin being Personally against God is stated by David in his prayer of confession and
repentance and plea for forgiveness in Psalm 51.

- Psalm 51:4 = Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that
you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment.

Because sin is Personally against God, He “views” those who sin and do not repent as
“evildoers” who are His “enemies” and He makes declarations of judgment that He will
Personally “rise up against them” to destroy them.

- Psalm 92:9 = For behold, Your enemies, O LORD, for behold, Your enemies shall perish; all
evildoers shall be scattered.

- Isaiah 14:22 = “I will rise up against them,” declares the LORD of hosts, “and will cut off
from Babylon name and remnant, descendants and posterity,” declares the LORD.

Perhaps the most stunning statement of this is Deuteronomy 7:10.

- Deuteronomy 7:10 = He repays to their face those who hate him, by destroying them. He will
not be slack with one who hates him. He will repay him to his face.

God’s judgments are not only against the human rulers and nations but the spiritual
beings who are the “gods” and ruling spirits over those nations. This was explicitly stated by the
LORD in the plagues of Egypt leading to the Exodus.

- Exodus 12:12 = For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute
judgments: I am the LORD.

- Numbers 33:3-4 = On the day after the Passover, the people of Israel went out triumphantly in
the sight of all the Egyptians, ¥ while the Egyptians were burying all their firstborn, whom the
LORD had struck down among them. On their gods also the LORD executed judgments.

God’s judgment against the “gods” is expressly stated in the psalms.

- Psalm 82:1, 6-9 = God has taken his place in the divine council; in the midst of the gods he
holds judgment...° I said, “You are gods, sons of the Most High, all of you; ” nevertheless, like
men you shall die, and fall like any prince.” ¢ Arise, O God, judge the earth; for you shall inherit
all the nations!
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This means that a vital aspect of understanding the “Iranian war” is that the LORD is
executing His righteous judgment against the nation, which is a declared enemy of God, and the
“g0od” of the Iranian “regime” that rules the nation.

(4) An essential principle of God’s righteous judgment against nations to destroy
them is that their “iniquity” has “filled” like a cup and become “complete”

This principle of God’s righteous judgment was revealed at the time He made His
covenant with Abram (Abraham), telling him that his descendants would be slaves in Egypt and
return to the “Promised” land when the “iniquity” of the people of the land was “complete.”

- Genesis 15:16 = And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the
Amorites is not yet complete.”

In Hebrew, there are three words for “categories” of ““sin” with distinct connotations and
meanings.

(1) “Peshah,” usually translated “sin”” and connotes the evil desire and act of sin.

(2) “Chattah,” usually translated “transgression” and connotes the violation of God’s

law.

(3) “Awvon,” usually translated “iniquity” and connotes not only sinful actions but, most
importantly, the corruption of human nature (DNA) that is conformed to sin and Satanic culture.
While in His gracious forbearance and mercy God gives nations time to repent, and, if they do,
will “relent” of His planned judgment (Jonah 3:10; Jer. 18:7-8; Amos 7:16), when, in God’s
judgment, the “iniquity” of a nation has become “filled up” and “complete,” He will sovereignly
act to destroy that nation, kingdom, and empire in His time and according to the means He
chooses.

- Jeremiah 50:31 = “Behold, I am against you, O proud one, declares the LORD God of hosts,
for your day has come, the time when I will punish you.

While in His sovereign providence, God gave time for the government of Iran to repent
from its evil ways, it is evident that He is now bring His “punishment” upon the nation.

(5) An aspect of God’s sovereign and providential judgment against nations is that
He will “harden the heart” of leaders of a nation, as well as the people of that nation, who
reject Him, His moral laws and His will, with the express purpose to destroy them.

The primary example of this is at the time of the Exodus with Pharaoh and the Egyptians.
- Exodus 14:17 = [ will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in after them,
and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his horsemen.

This principle of righteous judgement was demonstrated at the time of the conquest of the
Promised land.

- Joshua 11:20 = For it was the LORD'S doing to harden their hearts that they should come
against Israel in battle, in order that they should be devoted to destruction and should receive no
mercy but be destroyed, just as the LORD commanded Moses.

In seeking to understand the “Iranian war,” this can, and probably will be a reason for the
continued resistance, opposition of the Iranian leadership to the ongoing military devastation of
the nation. It will not only be because of their Islamic ideology of martyrdom but the LORD’s
sovereignly judgment to “harden them” to destroy them.
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(6) While God has acted directly to destroy people and nations, such as in the Flood,
Sodom and Gomorrah, and the plagues of Egypt, He ordinarily chooses to use other
nations, kingdoms, and empires to conquer and destroy them.

- Jeremiah 50:9 =For behold, I am stirring up and bringing against Babylon a gathering of
great nations, from the north country. And they shall array themselves against her. From there
she shall be taken. Their arrows are like a skilled warrior who does not return empty-handed.

- Ezekiel 26:3 = Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I am against you, O Tyre, and will bring up
many nations against you, as the sea brings up its waves.

The nations He raises up to bring His judgment against other nations are not necessarily
righteous, but they are raised up to accomplish His sovereign purpose.

- Isaiah 10:5-7 = Woe to Assyria, the rod of my anger; the staff in their hands is my fury! ¢
Against a godless nation I send him, and against the people of my wrath I command him, to take
spoil and seize plunder, and to tread them down like the mire of the streets. ” But he does not so
intend, and his heart does not so think; but it is in his heart to destroy, and to cut off nations not
a few.

- Habakkuk 1:5-6 = Look among the nations, and see; wonder and be astounded. For I am
doing a work in your days that you would not believe if told. ° For behold, I am raising up the
Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, who march through the breadth of the earth, to seize
dwellings not their own.

(7) In this regard, as God is pleased, He will raise up and name specific rulers that
He sovereignly uses to accomplish His judgments and purposes among the nations.
- Jeremiah 27:6-8 = Now I have given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, the king
of Babylon, my servant... ” All the nations shall serve him and his son and his grandson, until the
time of his own land comes.
- Isaiah 44:24-45:4 = Thus says the LORD, I am the LORD, who made all things, who alone
stretched out the heavens, who spread out the earth by myself, > who frustrates the signs of liars
and makes fools of diviners, who turns wise men back and makes their knowledge foolish, % who
confirms the word of his servant and fulfills the counsel of his messengers...?* who says of Cyrus,
‘He is my shepherd, and he shall fulfill all my purpose’’ Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to
Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped, to subdue nations before him and to loose the belts of
kings, to open doors before him that gates may not be closed: > “I will go before you and level
the exalted places, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, 3 I
will give you the treasures of darkness and the hoards in secret places, that you may know that it
is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by your name. ? For the sake of my servant
Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I name you, though you do not know me.

As with the nations and empires God raises up to destroy other nations such as Assyria
and Babylon, that they are not necessarily righteous, so also with the leaders He sovereignly
chooses to execute His judgments. At the same time, they can be “raised up” by God and yet
have completely unrighteous intentions (Ge. 50:20). Nevertheless, they accomplish His
sovereign purposes. It is important to see that God Himself says He “called” these kings by
name, designated them as “my servant” and “my shepherd,” and “anointed” them - the root
Hebrew word for “messiah” - to “fulfill His purpose” to “subdue nations,” and yet He explicitly
states that they “do not know” Him and, in fact, worship other gods. Like the prophet Habakku,
people who interpret “what is happening” in the world exclusively through their own religious,
moral, and/or political “views” may not see “what God is doing” through such kings and nations.
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(8) A key and critical component of God’s ways and judgments through the course
of history has to do with His covenant people, Israel.

The Scriptures reveal that God chose and made covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
and their family line whom He named “Israel” (Gen. 17:7; 32:28). While there are various details
of this covenant, through the Patriarchs the LORD made covenant with the nation of Israel to “be
their God” (Gen, 17:7; Ex. 20:2), and thus He is “the God of Israel.” He declared that He will
never cancel or annul this covenant with the people as a “nation” because they are “His people.”
- Genesis 17:7 = [ will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you
throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring
after you.

- Jeremiah 31:35-36 = Thus says the LORD, who gives the sun for light by day and the fixed
order of the moon and the stars for light by night, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar—
the LORD of hosts is his name: 3° “If this fixed order departs from before me, declares the
LORD, then shall the offspring of Israel cease from being a nation before me forever.

After a lengthy exposition of God’s way with “Israel” in Romans chapters 9 through 11,
the Apostle Paul states the reason for God’s continuous covenantal faithfulness with His people
“Israel” in Romans 11:29.

- Romans 11:29 = For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.

An essential aspect of this covenant that God stated when He called Abraham was and is
His purpose that through Abraham and his “seed/descendants” “all the families of the earth
would be blessed” (Gen. 12:3), which would ultimately come through Christ (Gal. 3:16).
Because this is God’s purpose for “His people,” He also stated the moral/spiritual law, “7 will
bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse” (Gen. 12:3). This means that
God will “bless” or “curse” people and nations according to how they relate to “His people.”

(9) An essential aspect of God’s covenant with “Israel” is “the land.”

The Scriptures also state that an important aspect of this covenant is that He promised to
give them the land of Canaan.

- Genesis 12:7 = Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this
land.”
- Genesis 13:15 = for all the land that you see [ will give to you and to your offspring forever.

The Scripture reveals that God sovereignly gives to specific nations their “land” (Deut.
2:5;9), and He gave the land of Canaan,” literally “from the river to the sea,” to His people
Israel (Deut. 11:24; Josh. 1:3).

While there is the distinction between “His covenant people, Israel” and “the land” that
God promised to give them, the “land” is an essential aspect of the covenant God made with the
Patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. For this reason, it is called “the Promised Land” because it
is covenantally promised by God to be given to His people (Ex. 6:8; Josh. 21:43-45).

In the course of history, God made a subsidiary covenant with Israel through Moses,
promising covenant blessings if they obeyed Him, thereby becoming a “/ight to the nations” (Isa.
51:4), and covenant curses if they disobeyed Him, thereby “profaning His name among the
nations” (Lev. 26; Deut. 28; Ezek. 20:9, 39; Gal. 3:15-18). According to the covenant curses,
God declared that if Israel continued in unrepentant rebellion against Him, He would raise up
nations against them to discipline them and eventually exile them from their land and “scatter
them among the nations” (Lev. 26:33; Deut. 28:64). This happened, first, with the Northen
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Kingdom of “Israel” through the Assyrians in 721 B.C., then with the Southern Kingdom of
“Judah” in 587 B.C. through the Babylonians, and again with “Judea” through the Romans in 70
A.D. Following this judgment against His people, God revealed that He would bring His
judgment upon those nations and empires through whom He sovereignly used to discipline His
people and destroy them, as He did with Assyria and Babylon (Isa. 10:14-15; 14:24-27; Jer. 50-
51). Yet also, according to His covenant promise and purpose, the LORD declared that He would
bring His people back to their “Promised” land (Deut. 30:1-5). This took place at the time of
Cyrus under the leadership of Zebubabel, Ezra and Nehemiah beginning in 538 B.C. Now also,
in “the latter days” of history (Deut. 4:30), His covenant people are returning to the land, and a
significant aspect of this is that the nation-state of Israel was established in 1948.

(10) Because the LORD is “the God of Israel” and has “given the land” to them,
those nations and people who rise up with the intention of destroying the people of Israel
and seek to take their land are regarded by the LORD as His “enemies” whom He will
eventually destroy in answer to the prayer of His people.

One of the most significant examples of this is Psalm 83.

- Psalm 83:1-6, 9-18 = O God, do not keep silence; do not hold your peace or be still, O God! ?
For behold, your enemies make an uproar, those who hate you have raised their heads. 3 They
lay crafty plans against your people; they consult together against your treasured ones. ¢ They
say, “Come, let us wipe them out as a nation, let the name of Israel be remembered no more!” >
For they conspire with one accord; against you they make a covenant... ° Do to them as you did
to Midian, as to Sisera and Jabin at the river Kishon, '° who were destroyed at En-dor, who
became dung for the ground. "' Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb, all their princes like
Zebah and Zalmunna, '’ who said, “Let us take possession for ourselves of the pastures of God.”
130 my God, make them like whirling dust, like chaff before the wind. '* As fire consumes the
Jorest, as the flame sets the mountains ablaze, ©° so may you pursue them with your tempest and
terrify them with your hurricane! '° Fill their faces with shame, that they may seek your name, O
LORD. 7 Let them be put to shame and dismayed forever; let them perish in disgrace, '8 that they
may know that you alone, whose name is the LORD, are the Most High over all the earth.

From its establishment as a nation-state in 1948, “Israel” has fought 6 major wars against
Muslim nation-states that surround the land, as well as suffered continuous acts of terrorism and
antisemitism. Yet it is evident from the facts of history that, “against all odds,” God has defeated
their enemies to give them victory and sovereignly preserved the nation so that, ultimately, they
will be saved (Rom. 11:26). While Iran, along with its surrogates such as Hezbollah and Hamas,
are sovereignly used by God to discipline Israel for their sin, because the stated purpose of the
governmental “regime” of Iran is the destruction of Israel and the Jewish people, they are under
God’s curse (Gen. 12:3). And accordingly at the present time, it is evident that He is executing
His righteous judgment against Iran through this “war.”

Possible Prophecies

This then brings us to the question of prophecy in Scripture and what it may indicate that
is taking place through God’s judgment of the government of Iran by this “war.” There are at
least two possible things that may be taking place. And it must be emphasized that these will
only be confirmed as accurate as history unfolds.
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One is a prophecy in Jeremiah 49:35-39 concerning “Elam.” “Elam” was a part of the
historical geographical location of Persia and the present nation state of Iran. The greater context
in Jeremiah chapters 46-51 is God’s declaration of judgments against nations that include Egypt,
the Philistines, and Babylon, all of whom He says He will destroy with the one exception of
Elam.

- Jeremiah 49:35-39 = Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Behold, I will break the bow of Elam, the
mainstay of their might. 3° And I will bring upon Elam the four winds from the four quarters of
heaven. And I will scatter them to all those winds, and there shall be no nation to which those
driven out of Elam shall not come. 37 I will terrify Elam before their enemies and before those
who seek their life. I will bring disaster upon them, my fierce anger, declares the LORD. I will
send the sword after them, until I have consumed them, 3% and I will set my throne in Elam and
destroy their king and officials, declares the LORD. 3° “But in the latter days I will restore the
fortunes [captivity] of Elam, declares the LORD.”

There a number of significant things about this prophecy that may be taking place.

(1) This prophecy has to do with “the latter days,” the time we are living in.

(2) God would “scatter” the people of the land to the nations, which historically, for the
most part, only took place in the land at the time of the Iranian Revolution in 1979.

(3) God would “destroy their king and officials,” which took place in the initial attack
against Iran on Feb. 28, 2026, when the Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, was killed,
along with most, if not all, their “officials.”

(4) God will “set His throne” in the land, which can be understood to be His kingdom
rule in believers in Christ. This is manifestly taking place among the people of Iran where many
believe the greatest revival on earth has been taking place. In 1997 when the Iranian Revolution
took place, there was estimated to be less than 500 “Muslim Background Believers,” meaning
Muslims who converted to Christ. Today, it is estimated there may be 3 million Muslims who
have come to saving faith the Lord Jesus Christ.

(5) God says, “I will restore the fortunes/captivity.” This may be that with a “regime”
change, there will be significant influence of Christians in Iran who will be used of God in the
nation. It may also be that, through them, God will bring spiritual revival to the surrounding
nations to help accomplish His purpose for the evangelization of nations leading to the end of the
age (Ps. 2:8; Matt. 24:14; Acts 1:8).

A second prophetic possibility that may be unfolding is that, because of the attacks by
Iran against the surrounding Muslim (Sunni) nations, it has caused them to “join” with the
United States and, amazingly, with Israel against Iran. This may lead them to join the “Abraham
Accords” which may make the way for two things:

(1) The time of “peace and security” may come about before the Second Coming of
Christ which was foretold in 1 Thessalonians.

- 1 Thessalonians 5:2-3 = For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come
like a thief'in the night. > While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden
destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not
escape.

In whatever way this period of history will be characterized, it is evident that it will be a definite
contrast to the preceding time of conflict, war and terrorism with some kind of world “peace and
security.” This means that war, for the most part, has discontinued.

(2) The covenant foretold in Daniel 9:27 may be enacted that will make the way for the
temple in Jerusalem to be rebuilt and then for the “Antichrist” to appear.
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- Daniel 9:27 = And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one week, and for half of the
week he shall put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall come
one who makes desolate, until the decreed end is poured out on the desolator.

This prophecy speaks of “one” to come who will make a “covenant” for a specific period
of time. This will provide for “sacrifice and offering,” which is the rebuilt temple in Jerusalem.
Then “one” will come who will cause an “abomination” in the temple to make it “desolate.” The
critical matter for the interpretation of this prophecy is that the Lord Jesus and the Apostle Paul
state that this is a future event from their time and, thus, something yet to come about (Matt.
24:15; 2 Thes. 2:1-12). The significance of this prophecy is that the characteristics of this “one”
who is “the desolator” is that of a Muslim exercising the Islamic principle of “Hudna” in which a
covenant is made to bring a “peace” or a “truce” and is later broken when military strength is
such to defeat the unbelievers. This “one” has all the characteristics of the “Mahdi” whose
coming all Muslims believe in and are, in one way or another, working to bring about. In
whatever way the “Iranian war” “fits into” these words of prophecy, the Scripture states that
there is one to come who is identified as “the Antichrist” (I John 2:18) and “lawless one” “whom
the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of his mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance of
his coming” (2 Thes. 2:8). “Amen. Come Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:20).




